Selected web shots of the survey instrument.
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Scientific Collections Survey Homepage

IWGSC Charter

Welcome!

dember List

©On behalf of the Mational Science and Technology Council (NSTC), the Committee on Science (CO0S) and our Interagency YWorking Group on Scientific Collections
(IWwGSC), we thank you for participating in this survey of object-based scientific collections. The information that you provide will be used to develop a
coordinated strategy for object-hased scientific collections maintained or financially supported by the US Federal government. The aim of our NSTC/COS
interagency working group is to:

3 + Evaluate the state of object-based scientific collections at, supported by or used by US Federal agencies or in federally supported activities;
Stewardship Surve: * Foster the coordination of callections activities across the Federal agencies; and

* Increase government and public awareness of the importance and use of collections.

Archaeological
Anthropological and
Ethnographic
Collections Survey

we have developed surveys in 9 areas, each designed to gather information about ohject-hased scientific collections. The appropriate survey or surveys should
be completed by the person or persons responsible for managing or maintaining the collection(s).

We also invite Agency Directors to complete a separate survey describing the care and maintenance of these collections by their agencies

INSTRUCTIONS
Cellular &

Collections Surve: From the list on the left, choose the survey (or surveys) whose title most closely characterizes the composition of the object-based scientific collection(s) for

which you have responsibility.

.(hemlcﬂlw Once you have selected a survey from the list, please follow the instructions that are provided on the survey form.

COLLECTIONS INCLUDED IN THIS STUDY

This study includes only ohject-based scientific collections maintained or financially supported by the Federal government, and any ancillary materials directly

Invertebrate Zoolog related to the object-based scientific collections.

Collections Survey
Collections Surve Ohject-hased scientific collections are defined as collactions primarily acquired, maintained and wused for scientific research, such as natural and physical science

specimens, iving animals and plants, archasological and ethnographic ohiects, or technological ohiscts of current or conternparary design.

Paleontology
Collections Survey

Ancifiary colisctions are defined as collections of impartant materials associated with an object-based scientific collection, but only If the material is directly used for

Vertebrate Zoolo sclentific research, such as archival and library materials, audio and visusi media, or data that might reside in databases.
Yertebrate Zoology

Collections Survey

Technological COLLECTIONS EXCLUDED FROM THIS STUDY

Gollgct bnslSurvel Callections of data (hoth analag and digital] or databases containing such data are excluded from this study unless they are attached to an object-based
Other {NEC) scientific collection, in which case they may be treated as ancillary collections. (See previous section). Such collections will be addressed by the NSTC/COS

Collections Survey separately.
Histaric and artistic collections that do not function as scientific collections are excluded from the survey. Library collections are also excluded unless the collection
EAQs
is important for understanding the object-based scientific collection.
Questions or
Camments CONFIDENTIALITY
< > The information salicited in this study is collected under the authority of the National Science and Technology Council (Executive Order 12881, 1993.) Any v
https:/iwgsc.ida.org/right.html iwgsc ida.org (=

Figure 1. Homepage of survey instrument with link to “FAQ” and “Question and
Answer” pages highlighted.
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National Science and Technology Council (NSTC}
Committee on Science (COS)
Interagency Working Group on Scientific Collections (IWGSC)

Archaeological, Anthropological, and Ethnographic Collections Survey

Dear Paricipant,

The FY 2007 Research and Development Budget Priarities Memarandum estahlished Federal scientific collections as one of twao
areas requiring special attention by the National Science and Technology Cauncil (NETC). Arguing that objectbased scientific
collections provide the fundamental infrastructure for contemporary and future research, the METC Committee on Science (COS5)
formed the Interagency Waorking Group on Scientific Collections (WGESC) to address the scientific, environmental, societal, and national
secutity needs far such collections, including an assessment of current collection resources.

The survey that follows will establish for the first time the scope and breadth of federally held object-based scientific collections. The
survey results will provide a snapshot of the current condition of object-hased scientific collections held or supported by federal
agencies. The information collected will enable the MSTC to assess the priorities for and stewardship of scientific collections.

Cn behalf of the WSTCICOS Interagency Wiorking Group on Scientific Collections, we thank you for yvour paricipation in this survey.
Signed:

Diavid Evans, The Smithsonian Institution Phyllis Johnson, US Department of Agriculture

INSTRUCTIONS

In the pages that follow, we ask thatyou provide information regarding the object-hased scientific collection and any associated
ancillary collections that are part of your Agency's holdings or for which vour Agency has permanent respansibility.

ONLINE INSTRUCTIONS

The Sumvey is divided into 11 short sections which must be completed sequentially. The on-line version does not allow you to returm to a
previous section once you have started the next section. Upon completing each section, vou will be given the aption of.

= Saving your responses and continuing to the next section

OR

»  Saving your responses and continuing the survey at a later time.

Reminder: Once you start a section, even ifyou only view it, you must complete that section because the survey does not allow you to
return to a section that you have already viewed. For example, if section C is the last section you were working on, and you choose to
save and continue later, when you open the document you will be directed to section D even if yvou have not completed section C. Far
yaur convenience in campleting the on-line survey, we suggest that vou print out a copy ofthe survey and review all the sections prior to
completing the on-line version.

Daone

Figure 2. Screenshot of first page of electronic survey.



