August 31, 2006
AHRQ Reports Clearance Officer,

Customer Satisfaction Approval Request for - “Continuance of the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey Household and Medical Provider Components – through 2009” for the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality 
John Kraemer,

Human Resources and Housing Branch, OIRA/OMB

Through: Seleda Perryman, Desk Officer, OS/HHS ___________

The Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality (AHRQ) hereby requests approval of a proposed customer survey “Continuance of the Medical Expenditure Panel Survey Household and Medical Provider Components – through 2009” for the Agency for Healthcare Research and Quality”.  
Differences in the questionnaire between the existing MEPS instrument are minor and limited to two areas.   Questions ascertaining whether household members have had specific diseases or condition have been moved from round 3 and 5 to round 1.  Questions about score throat were removed and questions about chronic bronchitis, high cholesterol, cancer, and ADHD/ADD were added.  In addition, questions that ascertain family relationships among members of the household have been revised for ease of administration.  In this later instance, the changes do not change the nature of the data collected but rather increase the ease with which the respondent and interviewer can record the information.

In addition, the software will allow for the CAPI to display either English or Spanish test for the interviewer.  In the past, MEPS interviewers have used a paper translation guide.

Attached is the documentation (supporting statement, survey instruments and legislation for the requested clearance). 
These data collection activities are not required by regulation and will not be used by AHRQ to regulate or sanction its customers.  Participation by the public is entirely voluntary and confidentiality of respondents and their responses will be preserved.   AHRQ is requesting that OMB approve this activity within thirty days.

If you have any questions, please contact me at 301.427.1477.
Doris Lefkowitz
Attachments:

Supporting Statement

Legislation
