July 21, 2006
Dear XXXXXXXXX

Thank you for the information you have shared with us in regards to the
Adult ESL Explicit

Literacy Impact Study, a groundbreaking study designed to test the effect of
a high quality,

innovative curriculum on the English literacy and language development of
low-literate adult ESL

learners. The study is sponsored by the U.S. Department of Educations-
tastitote-of Eduecation—



















krewn—as-explicit teaching_and will focus on
the development of literacy skills, including skills
associated with learning to read in another lanquage,

vocabulary development, listening/reading and
comprehension. The following are some key
principles of explicit literacy instruction:

Curriculum, instruction, learning experiences
and assessment must be aligned.

Teaching goals and curriculum must be clearly
defined.

Lessons must involve instructional modeling
or demonstration, guided practice, corrective
feedback, and practice.

Instruction must promote the development of
skills and strategies for making meaning.
Teaching of oral language and literacy must
be systematic and purposeful.

Curriculum and instruction must entail
transparent connection between language and
literacy.

Materials

The curriculum reflects research in second
language acquisition, reading, and adult literacy
development. A fully developed set of teaching
materials includes:

illustrated and detailed lesson plans,
demonstration materials on PowerPoint slides
or overheads,

student handouts and manipulatives,

a student workbook,

a student reader with picture dictionaries, and
a cd-rom of recorded reading in two speeds.
Lessons



Lessons are organized by themes of interest to
adult learners and learning activities are integrated
and contextualized. The lessons are structured in a
way that allows teachers to move through a series
of activities that include providing comprehensible
input and guided practice for pairs or small groups;
demonstrating the skill or strategy to be learned,
and conducting a short teacher-led review. Each
lesson will include teacher observations and
strategies for dealing with a multi-level classroom.
Lessons reflect an explicit approach to teaching that
emphasizes the deliberate teaching of skills and
strategies associated with literacy development, a
systematic effort to help students understand how
English works, ample opportunities for students

to engage in the content and alignment of the key
skills through demonstration, guided practice, and
ongoing informal assessment.

The curriculum is rich in illustrations and
photographs and uses multiple modes of learning
(visual, text-based, auditory). It seeks to promote
transfer of knowledge and builds on both the
linguistic knowledge and the real world knowledge
that adults bring to the learning process.

Teacher Training and Ongoing Support

The curriculum developers will conduct a week-long
training session for teachers that will familiarize
them with the instructional strategies that are part of
explicit teaching and to offer them opportunities to
engage in, and reflect on, teaching demonstrations.
Teachers will be supported during implementation
through on-line and on-call coaching, listserv
conversations with fellow teachers, web resources,
and a classroom visit.



Benefits of Participating in the

Explicit Literacy Impact Study

Selected programs will play an important part in a large-scale study that has
the potential

to make very important contributions to the Adult English as a Second
Language (ESL)

field specifically, and Adult Education in general. In addition, the programs
will receive the

following direct benefits:

The

Explicit Literacy curriculum. Each

teacher assigned to deliver the explicit literacy
curriculum will receive a free copy of the
curriculum, including a copy of all corresponding
supplemental materials such as detailed lesson
plans, PowerPoint slides and other demonstration
materials, handouts and manipulatives, student
workbooksandreaderwithpicturedictionary,and

a CD-ROM of recorded readings. This curriculum

is based upon the best research available. Programs
will also receive one additional copy of the
curriculum at the conclusion of the study, at no
charge.

Training.

Each teacher assigned to deliver

the explicit literacy curriculum will receive free
training in a one-week course offered prior to the
start of class. These teachers will receive training
in using the new explicit literacy curriculum and
materials designed to improve the literacy skills of
low-literate adult ESL learners. AIR teamed with

a curriculum developer, Literacy Work, to create

a training program built around principles of

adult learning, effective ESL teaching, and explicit
literacyinstruction.Inadditiontothefreetraining,

all corresponding training materials, travel, and
accommodations during the training are free of
charge to teachers assigned to deliver the explicit
literacy curriculum.

Technical assistance. The curriculum developer
will be available to provide ongoing technical
assistance to the explicit literacy teachers through
a project web site and regular contact by telephone
and e-mail. The web site will provide useful



instructional modeling video clips and a listserv
forum, as well as other useful implementation tips
and materials. The developer will also be available
for questions by phone, and will hold weekly
phone calls with teachers. In addition, Literacy
Work and AIR staff will conduct at least one

class observation during the instructional period
to assess whether teachers are implementing the
curriculum faithfully. Literacy Work staff will

also provide feedback and additional training to
teachers as needed.



Cost-free program evaluation. The Explicit
Literacy Impact study will use a random
assignment design to measure whether the
explicit literacy curriculum makes a difference in
improving the English literacy skills of low-literate
adults compared to the instruction usually offered.
We will provide your program with the results of
this evaluation for the students in your program.
In addition to the results of the impact study, we
will provide you with descriptive analyses on the
characteristics of the students in the program,
their test performance, patterns of attendance and
other data. There will be no burden on program
staff to obtain this information because research
staff will collect all post-test assessment data,
conduct interviews and track students.



Random Assignment in the

Explicit Literacy Impact Study

The random assignment of students and teachers is a key component of the
study because

it enables us to assure that changes over time in student performance are
due to the new

curriculum rather than to differences in teacher and student characteristics
and/or naturally

occurring changes in the students and their social and educational
environments.

What is random assignment?

Researchers use random assignment in impact
studies to form two statistically equivalent groups

of participants in the most objective way possible.
For this study, the term participants_refers to
teachers and students who are eligible for and agree
to participate in the study. A list of participating
students will be created and those students on the
list will be randomly assigned to classrooms. Some
of the students will be assigned a classroom in which
the explicit literacy curriculum will be delivered

and some will be assigned to classrooms in which
the programs-existing-eurriettum-is-delivered—
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What-happensifaparticipant-drops out_of

the program after being randomly assigned to
either group?

Students who drop out of the class assigned to them
will be viewed as if they were still part of the study.
Researchers will continue to collect follow-up data.
Students who return to the school during the study
period will be assigned to the group to which they
were originally assigned.




Random Assignment Flowchart

Student Application

Program Intake

Initial Screening of Students (program
administers usual screening and
assessment to identify beginning ESL
students who would normally attend
study classes)

Student Literacy Screening

(Native language assessment)

Explicit Literacy Instruction

Existing ESL Instruction

Assessment

Assessment

Analysis of Impact

Students with Low or Advanced

Native Language Literacy Levels Students with Limited Native

Language Literacy

(Informed consent obtained)

Included in study classes

First Two Days of Class

..Students check in at site

..Random assignment occurs

..Initial assessment and interview conducted
..Students informed of class assignment
..Students begin class

Random Assignment (Students)

Excluded from study, but students will
receive normal instruction provided by the
program in classes not in the research study







