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VINELAND SCREENER, 3–5 (VS2)

VSDATE (Today’s Date)
             /                /

Month
Day
Year


CHILDID (National Evaluation ID)

TIMEFRAM (Assessment Period)
1 = Intake


2 = 6 months


3 = 12 months


4 = 18 months


5 = 24 months


6 = 30 months


7 = 36 months

VSRESP (Respondent for interview)
1 = Caregiver (child’s caregiver in a family, household environment)


2 = Staff-as-Caregiver (staff person who has acted as the child’s day-to-day caregiver for the majority of the past 6 months)

VSINTV (Who administered interview)
1 = Person providing services to child


2 = Data collector

VSMETH (Method of administering interview)
1 = In person, hard copy


2 = Telephone, hard copy


3 = In person, computer assisted


4 = Telephone, computer assisted
VSLANG (Language version of interview)
1 = English


2 = Spanish


3 = Other

[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Please confirm child’s age in years and month with respondent to ensure that you are administering the correct version of the Vineland Screener. Administer the VS2 if the child is age 3 up to 6 years.]

Today we are going to do the Vineland Screener. We are interested in (child’s name)’s everyday behaviors which help her/him get by in life, what s/he does for her/himself on a regular basis, how s/he’s developing independence and social skills. There are four areas we’ll discuss. Communication, which is what s/he is reading, writing, and what kinds of things s/he says. Daily Living Skills, which include any self-help activities that s/he may do. Socialization, how s/he gets along with others, what s/he does for fun. And finally, Motor Skills, which has to do with important physical skills s/he may have.

I want you to know that there are no right or wrong answers. Some of the items may seem too young or too old for your daughter/son. That’s because we need to cover many different items. Keep in mind that we are interested in what s/he usually does for her/himself, rather than what s/he can do; for example, maybe s/he can tie her/his shoes, but does s/he or someone else usually do it for her/him.

[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Read the bolded probe but do not read the unbolded, numbered items. Scoring is based on the items. The probes listed, as well as other questions the interviewer chooses to use, should be used to elicit the information necessary to score the item.]
Section I.
Communication Domain

[CARD #1]

	
	Yes, usually
	Sometimes, partially
	No, never
	No opportunity
	Don’t know

	Speaking:

	Tell me about how (child’s name) talks to you, what her/his vocabulary is like, if s/he uses sentences.

	C1.
	Says at least 50 recognizable words. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Do not score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How about sentences?

	C2.
	Uses sentences of four or more words.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	C3.
	Speaks in full sentences.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Tell me about some of the things s/he tells you about. 

With how much detail does s/he tell you about things?

	C4.
	Relates experiences in detail when asked. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: The detail, not grammar and articulation, are important here.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What other kinds of things does s/he tell you? 

Any stories, jokes?

	C5.
	Tells popular story, fairy tale, lengthy joke, or television show plot.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How understandable is s/he when s/he is talking? 

For example, what about saying things like “thaw” instead of “saw” or “wain” instead of “rain.” 

Can you think of any sounds s/he has trouble with?

	C6.
	Articulates clearly, without sound substitutions. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If there is one substitution, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How does (child’s name) address siblings, friends?

If asked to name them, how does s/he do?

	C7.
	Uses first names or nicknames of siblings, friends, or peers, or states their names when asked.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What would (child’s name) say if I asked her/his name and address? 

What would s/he leave out of her/his address?

	C8.
	States own first and last name when asked. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If says only first name, ask what s/he says if asked what her/his whole name is. If states only first name, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	C9.
	States complete home address, including city and state, when asked. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If states only part of address, score 1. The zip code is not required to score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Reading:

	What about reciting the alphabet? 

[IF NO] What about singing the alphabet song?

	C10.
	Recites all letters of the alphabet from memory. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Letters may be in or out of sequence. If the child sings the “ABC song” but does not say the alphabet, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What does s/he read?

	C11.
	Reads at least 10 words silently or aloud. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: The individual must clearly show understanding of the meaning of the words, not just pronounce, to score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	C12.
	Reads on own initiative.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Writing:

	How about any writing, her/his name? Short notes?

	C13.
	Prints or writes own first and last name. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If prints or writes only first name, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	C14.
	Prints or writes short notes or messages. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If child has written at least 3 notes or messages, score 2. If written 1 or 2 notes, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Attention:

	What is (child’s name)’s attention span like? How long does s/he pay attention if listening to someone speak at school, church?

	C15.
	Attends to school or public lecture more than 15 minutes. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If the individual attends only to “interesting” lectures, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D


Section II.
Daily Living Skills Domain

[CARD #1]

	
	Yes, usually
	Sometimes, partially
	No, never
	No opportunity
	Don’t know

	Personal Care:

	How is (child’s name) with dressing? Shoes? Fasteners?

	D1.
	Removes front-opening coat, sweater, or shirt without assistance. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Does not need to open fasteners by self to score 2. Must be removed completely without help.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	D2.
	Puts shoes on correct feet without assistance. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: S/he need not tie or buckle shoes to score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	D3.
	Dresses self completely, except for tying shoelaces.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	D4.
	Fastens all fasteners, including zippers, without assistance. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Do not score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How are (child’s name)’s toileting skills? 

What about wiping, flushing, washing hands without assistance and without being reminded?

	D5.
	Urinates in toilet or potty chair. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If only partial bladder control, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	D6.
	Asks to use toilet. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If the individual goes on own initiative, score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	D7.
	Cares for all toileting needs, without being reminded and without assistance. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Do not score 1. Must wipe, flush, and wash hands, without assistance and without being reminded.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What does (child’s name) do if s/he is thirsty and wants a glass of water? 

How about helping her/himself from the tap?

	D8.
	Gets drink of water from tap unassisted. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Must turn on faucet and fill glass unassisted to score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How is (child’s name) with taking care of things like blowing her/his nose, covering her/his mouth?

	D9.
	Cares for nose without assistance. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Do not score 1. The individual must wipe and blow nose without being reminded.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	D10.
	Covers mouth and nose when coughing and sneezing.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What would (child’s name) do if you asked her/him to put her/his toys or clothes away?

	D11.
	Puts possessions away when asked. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If the individual must be told where to put toys and clothes, score 0.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What does s/he understand about the telephone and clocks?

	D12.
	Demonstrates understanding of the function of a clock, either standard or digital.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	D13.
	Initiates telephone calls to others.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What about the different coins?

	D14.
	States value of penny, nickel, dime, and quarter. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If child states value of 1, 2, or 3 of these coins, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What’s her/his understanding that hot is dangerous? 

Not to touch a hot stove or go near the fireplace?

	D15.
	Demonstrates understanding that hot things are dangerous.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D


Section III.
Socialization Domain

[CARD #1]

	
	Yes, usually
	Sometimes, partially
	No, never
	No opportunity
	Don’t know

	Friendships:

	Let’s talk about (child’s name)’s friendships and what s/he likes to do with her/his friends.

	S1.
	Has a group of friends. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If the child interacts with others only in a group arranged by another person, score 0.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	S2.
	Has a best friend of the same sex. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: The relationship must be reciprocal—must consider each other their best friend. If the child had such a friend in the past but does not now, score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	S3.
	Participates in at least one game or activity with others.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	S4.
	Engages in elaborate make-believe activities, alone or with others. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Elaborate activities are those with more than one role or step, such as playing school.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Playtime:

	How is (child’s name) with sharing with friends and following the rules of a game?

	S5.
	Shares toys or possessions without being told to do so.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	S6.
	Follows rules in simple games without being reminded.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Sensitivity:

	How does (child’s name) talk about her/his feelings? 

[Ask about each feeling.] What about if s/he’s sad? 

Angry? Happy? Afraid?

	S7.
	Labels happiness, sadness, fear, and anger in self. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, says, “I’m sad.” Child must verbally express all 4 feelings to score 2. If child verbally expresses 1, 2, or 3 of them, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How would (child’s name) describe someone without using their name? 

(For example, “That’s Tony’s sister.”)

	S8.
	Identifies people by characteristics other than name when asked. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: These characteristics may include the person’s job, location, relationship to others, or physical characteristics. For example, “That’s Tony’s sister.”]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How about her/his sensitivity to people’s feelings, if s/he saw someone with an unusual handicap, for example?

	S9.
	Refrains from asking questions or making statements that might embarrass or hurt others.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What would (child’s name) say if s/he accidentally stepped on your foot?

	S10.
	Apologizes for unintentional mistakes.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Manners:

	What are her/his table manners like?

	S11.
	Uses appropriate table manners without being told. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Do not score 1. Says please when asking for food, doesn’t talk with food in mouth.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What does (child’s name) say when you introduce her/him to a friend of yours?

	S12.
	Responds appropriately when introduced to strangers.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What does (child’s name) do to end a conversation with someone?

	S13.
	Ends conversations appropriately.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Responsibility:

	What does (child’s name) do when you tell her/him s/he can play for 10 more minutes and then has to come in for dinner, or be home at 5:00?

	S14.
	Follows time limits set by caregiver. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Child must be able to tell time to score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Television:

	What kinds of things does s/he watch on TV or listen to on the radio?

	S15.
	Watches television or listens to radio for information about a particular area of interest. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: N may be scored.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D


Section IV.
Motor Skills Domain

[CARD #1]

	
	Yes, usually
	Sometimes, partially
	No, never
	No opportunity
	Don’t know

	Moving:

	How does (child’s name) usually get around?

	M1.
	Walks as primary means of getting around.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How is s/he at running, jumping, hopping?

	M2.
	Runs smoothly, with changes in speed and direction.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	M3.
	Jumps over small object.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	M4.
	Hops forward on one foot with ease. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Do not score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What about climbing or walking down stairs? 

How much help or supervision does s/he usually require?

	M5.
	Walks down stairs with alternating feet, without assistance. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: The individual may use a railing.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	M6.
	Climbs on high play equipment.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Tell me how (child’s name) is at catching a small ball.

	M7.
	Catches small ball thrown from a distance of 10 feet, even if moving is necessary to catch it.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Hand Coordination:

	How is (child’s name) with using pencils, crayons? 

What does s/he draw?

	M8.
	Marks with pencil, crayon, or chalk on appropriate writing surfaces. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: The mark may be a scribble or unrecognizable form.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	M9.
	Draws more than one recognizable form with pencils or crayons. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Forms may be simple, such as simple houses, trees, or people. No tracing.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How is (child’s name) with using her/his hands for opening doors, unscrewing jars?

	M10.
	Opens doors by turning and pulling doorknobs.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	M11.
	Screws and unscrews lid of jar.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What about using keys to unlock something and using scissors?

	M12.
	Unlocks key locks.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	M13.
	Cuts out complex items with scissors. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Examples are paper dolls, magazine pictures. The individual may use either children’s or adults’ scissors to score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What does (child’s name) like to build with blocks?

	M14.
	Builds three-dimensional structures, with at least five blocks. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: The structure must have height in addition to depth and width. It must also represent something.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How is (child’s name) with puzzles?

	M15.
	Completes non-inset puzzle, such as a jigsaw puzzle, of at least six pieces. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Do not score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D


*Developed by Sparrow, Balla & Cicchetti, 1984



2 = Yes, usually


1 = Sometimes, partially


0 = No, never


N = No opportunity


D = Don’t know
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For all variables and data elements:
666 = Not Applicable
999 = Missing

777 = Refused
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