
APPENDIX NUMBER 8: Qualitative Interview Guide
Form 
Approved

OMB NO. ________
Exp. Date ________

Public reporting burden of this collection of information is estimated to average 60 
minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching 
existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information.  An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and 
a person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate
or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for 
reducing this burden to CDC/ATSDR Reports Clearance Officer; 1600 Clifton Road 
NE, MS D
74, Atlanta, Georgia 30333; ATTN: PRA (0920
XXX)

INTRODUCTION
Hello, my name is (insert your name).  On behalf of (insert affiliation) and the Centers for
Disease Control and Prevention in Atlanta, GA, I want to thank you for agreeing to take
part in this interview.   

Today’s interview, which will last about an hour, will be different from the questionnaire
you  completed  previously  on  the  computer.  The  interview  will  be  a  little  bit  like  a
conversation,  but you’ll  do most of the talking.  I will  be asking you questions about
relationships between men and women. Most of these questions will not be hard for you
to answer.  In answering these questions, I want you to draw from your own experiences,
what  you’ve  heard,  and  even what  you’ve  seen.   I  also  want  you think  about  these
questions in terms of being a (insert Black or Latina) woman.  All of the questions I that
will ask do not have right or wrong answers.  However, there may be times that I may ask
you to give me examples, explanations, or provide more information.  I will do this so
that I better understand things from your point-of-view and experiences.  I will start with
a very broad question and then move on to more specific ones.  At any time, if you do not
understand a question, please let me know.  
 
Also, because there will be a lot of information that I will not be able to remember or
write down, I will audio record the interview.  By recording the interview, I can make
sure that I do not leave out important information you have shared with me or change the
meaning of something that you have said.  It is very important that I am able to get things
exactly as you said them rather than what I think I may have heard you say.  

I do not want you to use people’s names.  Instead, tell me their relationship to you.  For 
example, instead of saying “Tony, my first boyfriend”, just say “my first boyfriend”.  In 



case, you forget, we will make sure not to include people’ names when we are make a 
typed copy of the audio recording.

  
Before we start, do you have any questions? 
 
With your permission, I would now like to turn on the recorder and begin the interview? 

(TURN ON TAPE RECORDER)

QUESTIONS
1. So I would like to start by asking you to describe to me how [insert Black or Latino] 

men and women usually interact with one another?
Probes:

a. What types of things do they do together?
b. What things do they do apart?

2. What types of things can a woman easily talk with a man about?

3. What types of things are difficult for a woman to talk to a man about?

4. When you think about relationships between [insert Black or Latino] men and women
what first comes to mind?

Probes:
a. What other kinds of relationships are common for men and women?

5. What does a [insert Black or Latina] woman look for in a relationship with a man?
Probes:

a. What is important to a woman in choosing a partner, i.e., what does she 
look for?

b. How do these compare to what a man usually looks for in a relationship?

6. What things are [insert Black or Latina] women likely to accept, i.e., put up, with in a 
relationship? 

7. What are women not likely to put up with in a relationship?

8. In your own experiences, how does a relationship between a man and a woman 
develop?

9. Describe a woman’s role in these relationships.

10. How does this compare to the man’s role in the relationship? 

11. Again, thinking about your own experiences, what helps some relationships last more 
than others?

12. What caused some relationships to end?



13. What beliefs influence how much control a [insert Black or Latina] woman has in a 
relationship? 

14. What do you think are the reasons that [insert Black or Latina] women are getting 
infected with HIV?

15. What would help to keep them from getting infected?

Is there anything about else about relationships that we have not talked about that you 
would like to share with me?

This ends our interview.  Thank you for your thoughtful responses.  Do you have any 
questions for me?
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