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Summary of the Questionnaire
You have asked to know more about the National Survey on Drug Use and Health and the types of questions the interviewer will ask.  Below is a summary of each section of the questionnaire for you to examine.  Keep in mind that not everyone will see every question—the questions depend on the participant’s own experiences.  Furthermore, participants can always refuse to answer any questions during the interview.

Demographics
This section, administered by the interviewer, consists of questions about the participant such as his/her date of birth, race, educational background, and health status. 

Sample Questions:

What is the highest grade or year of school you have completed?


Would you say your health in general is excellent, very good, good, fair, or poor?

Computer Practice Session
In this section, the interviewer shows the participant how to use the laptop computer and lets him/her practice using a short practice session. 

Cigarettes, Alcohol and Illicit Drugs 
For most of the rest of the interview, the participant answers questions by listening to the questions over the headphones and/or reading the questions on the computer screen, and then entering responses using the computer’s keyboard.  The participant answers these questions in private, although the interviewer is available to help with any problems using the computer.  During this part of the interview, only the participant can hear and see the questions and see his/her responses.

Tobacco Products and Alcohol
These sections include questions about whether and how often participants have used cigarettes, chewing tobacco, snuff, cigars, pipe tobacco, and alcoholic beverages such as beer, wine, or liquor.

Sample Questions:

Have you ever smoked part or all of a cigarette?


How old were you the first time you used chewing tobacco?


What is your best estimate of the number of days you drank alcohol during the past 30 days?
Illicit Drugs
The next sections ask about the participant’s use or non-use of marijuana, heroin, cocaine, hallucinogens, and inhalants; and prescription pain killers, tranquilizers, stimulants, and sedatives when taken only for their effect.  Questions about drug dependence and drug treatment are also included in these sections. 

Sample Questions:

Have you ever, even once, used marijuana or hashish?


How much do people risk harming themselves physically and in other ways when they use cocaine once a month?

Adult Social Environment and Mental Health 
Participants aged 18 and older receive questions about their social experiences such as: how many times they have moved, their opinions about drug use, and in some cases, their experiences as a parent.  Mental health questions cover such topics as depression and treatment for mental health problems.  

Sample Questions:

How do you feel about adults trying marijuana or hashish once or twice?


During the past 12 months, was there any time when you needed mental health treatment or counseling for yourself but didn’t get it?

Have you ever in your life had a period of time lasting several days or longer when most of the day you felt sad, empty, or depressed?


Youth Experiences and Mental Health
Youth aged 12-17 participating in the survey are also asked questions about their social experiences such as: perceptions about the risks of using certain drugs; whether getting drugs is difficult or easy; feelings about school and peers; and involvement in clubs, sports, and other extracurricular activities.  The mental health questions cover such topics as depression and treatment for mental health problems.   

Sample Questions:

During the past 12 months, in how many different kinds of school-based activities, such as team sports, cheerleading, choir, band, student government, or clubs, have you participated?


Have you ever in your life had a period of time lasting several days or longer when most of the day you felt sad, empty, or depressed?



During the past 12 months, did you receive treatment or counseling from a private therapist, psychologist, psychiatrist, social worker, or counselor for emotional or behavioral problems that were not caused by alcohol or drugs?

Health Care and Demographic Information  
In this section, the laptop is handed back to the interviewer, who asks questions about education, health insurance, and family income information to help in analyzing the data.  If necessary, a knowledgeable adult in the household may be asked to help participants answer some of these questions.

The answers to these questions increase the government’s knowledge about health care, especially as it may relate to drug use or treatment.  This information helps in planning health care services and finding ways to lower the costs of care. 

Sample Questions:

· How many hours did you work last week at all jobs or businesses?

· Before taxes and other deductions, was the total combined family income during 2007 more or


less than 20,000 dollars?

· Are you currently covered by private health insurance?

Please feel free to ask the interviewer if you have any other questions about the questionnaire. 
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