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ABSTRACT:

Given the enormous percentage of nonresidential fathers in certain socio-demographic groups, best practices for negotiating participation
in the NCS among unwed, nonresidential fathers must be developed. This study proposes to employ focus group methodologies to explore
how best to facilitate participation of nonresidential fathers in the NCS. Specifically, 6 focus groups will be convened with pregnant or
parenting women that do not live with the father of the baby to ascertain how best to convey the importance of father participation so that
women will be likely to provide father contact information and/or facilitate his participation. Additionally, 6 focus groups will be
conducted with nonresidential fathers of young children to develop best practices to describe the study and gain participation.

The results of this study will be used to inform our development of local strategies and activities to enhance the willingness of non-
residential mothers to facilitate NCS contact with the father of her baby and to create best practices for contacting, and enrolling, non-
residential fathers.

Qualitative methods will be used to seek input from both groups (non-residential fathers and mothers) on a variety of perceived facilitators
and barriers to father participation in the NCS. Information will be gathered using focus groups and follow-up interview methods (if
necessarv).
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