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ABSTRACT:

The purpose of the research is to investigate whether conducting small group information meetings about the National Children’s Study as a
community engagement strategy will encourage the participation of Latina/o and undocumented workers in the National Children’s Study.
Through this research, the NIH and contract institutions will gain insight from potential study participants on the following:
®  Determine whether holding small group meetings about the NCS in the target communities is an effective community engagement
strategy for new immigrant Latina/o and undocumented communities.
®  Assess the perception of the NCS within the selected populations.
®  Evaluate whether small group meetings are an effective recruitment strategy within male and female subgroups and within two specific
subgroups of the Latina/o population by area of origin — Mexican and Central American immigrants to North Carolina (North Carolina
is experiencing an influx of “new immigrants” to the U.S.).
Ten focus groups will be conducted to test and obtain feedback on the use of small group meetings to encourage recruitment for the NCS within
specific difficult to engage sub-populations of Duplin County’s Latina/o community. Data will be collected by bi-lingual research staff.
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