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Index
                                                    Page No.
--------------------------------------

Who May File This Form I-765?

For easier reference, the categories are 
subdivided as follows:

Page 3
3. Foreign Students.
A. F-1 Student Seeking Optional 
Practical Training in an Occupation 
Directly Related to Studies—(c)(3)(i).

Other Information ----------------------- 10

For easier reference, the categories are 
subdivided as follows:

                                                     Page No.
Asylee/Refugee and their Spouses and 
children ------------------------------------- 1
Nationality Categories -------------------- 2
Foreign Students --------------------------- 2

3. Foreign Students.
A. F-1 Student Seeking Optional 
Practical Training in an Occupation 
Directly Related to Studies--(c)(3)(i).   
File your EAD application with a 
Certificate of Eligibility of Nonimmigrant 
(F-1) Student Status (Form I-20 A-B/I-20 
ID) endorsed by a Designated School 
Official within the past 30 days.

[Delete]

For easier reference, the categories are 
subdivided as follows:

                                                     Page No.
Asylee/Refugee and their Spouses and 
children ------------------------------------- 2
Nationality Categories -------------------- 2
Foreign Students --------------------------- 3

3. Foreign Students.
A. F-1 Student Seeking Optional Practical
Training in an Occupation Directly 
Related to Studies:
(c)(3)(A) – Pre-completion Optional 
Practical Training 
(c)(3)(B) – Post-Completion Optional 
Practical Training
(c)(3)(C) – 17-month extension for STEM 
Students (Students with a degree in 
Science, Technology, Engineering, or 
Mathematics) 
File your EAD application with a Certificate 
of Eligibility of Nonimmigrant (F-1) Student
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submit a copy of your degree, the employer
name as listed in E-Verify, along with the 
E-Verify Company Identification Number, 
or a valid E-Verify Client Company 
Identification Number, for  the employer 
with whom you are seeking the 17-month 
OPT extension.  This information must be 
provided in Item #17 of the application 
form.  

3



Form I-765 Instructions Old New

Page 10
If your response to Question 16 is:

7. (c)(3)(i), F-1 student seeking optional 
practical training;

7. (c)(3)(i), F-1 student seeking optional 
practical training;

7. (c)(3)(A), (c)(3)(B), or (c)(3)(C), F-1 
student seeking optional practical training;
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16. Go to Part 2 of the Instructions, 
Eligibility Categories.  In the space below, 
place the letter and number of the category 
you selected from the instructions (For 
example, (a)(8), (c)(17)(iii), etc.).

     Eligibility under 8 CFR 274a.12

          (   )  (   )  (   )

16. Go to Part 2 of the Instructions, 
Eligibility Categories.  In the space below, 
place the letter and number of the category 
you selected from the instructions (For 
example, (a)(8), (c)(17)(iii), etc.).

     Eligibility under 8 CFR 274a.12

          (   )  (   )  (   )

16. Go to Part 2 of the Instructions, 
Eligibility Categories.  In the space below, 
place the letter and number of the category 
you selected from the instructions (For 
example, (a)(8), (c)(17)(iii), etc.).

     Eligibility under 8 CFR 274a.12

          (   )  (   )  (   )

[Add]

17. If you entered the Eligibility Category, 
(c)(3)(C), in item 16 above, list your 
degree, your employer’s name as listed in 
E-Verify, and your employer’s E-Verify 
Company Identification Number or a valid 
E-Verify Client Company Identification 
Number in the space below.

     Degree: _____________

     Employer’s Name as listed in E-Verify: 
                                      ______________

     Employer’s E-Verify Company       
     Identification Number or a valid E-

Verify Client Company Identification 
Number ____________
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Justification for the form revisions

The revisions to the Form I-765 and its instructions are necessary in order to accommodate the new rule authorizing the 17-month 
extension of post-completion optional practical training for STEM students.  These changes are required to incorporate the new 
eligibility requirements in the instructions to the application form, as well as the form itself, to ensure proper adjudication of the OPT 
application, based on the specific type of OPT sought.   
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