
OMB 0596-NEW (Expiration xx/xx/2010)

[Nonresponse questionnaire: Note: Prior to using the final nonresponse 
survey instrument, the instrument will be submitted to OMB for approval as 
a non-substantial change to a previously approved information collection.  It
will be formatted to fit a single sheet of paper, double-sided]

Living with Wildfires in
[CITY/COUNTY]

WHAT DO YOU THINK?
This survey is part of a research project designed to help local officials understand the public’s 
views on wildfire fire management so they can develop better fire protection programs.  This 
research is funded by the USDA Forest Service, Northern Research Station, and the Joint Fire 
Science Program.  Please answer all of the questions and add any comments in the space 
provided on the last page of the survey.

Please return the survey in the postage paid envelope when you are finished.

Thanks for your help!

BURDEN AND NONDISCRIMINATION STATEMENTS

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information unless it displays a 
valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0596-NEW.  The time required to complete this information collection is estimated to 
average 15 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and 
reviewing the collection of information.  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and where applicable,
sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part of an individual’s income is derived
from any public assistance.  (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.)  Persons with disabilities who require alternative means for communication of program information (Braille,
large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at 202-720-2600 (voice and TDD).

To file a complaint of discrimination, write USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, SW, Washington, DC 20250-9410 or call toll free (866) 632-9992 (voice).
TDD users can contact USDA through local relay or the Federal relay at (800) 877-8339 (TDD) or (866) 377-8642 (relay voice).  USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

Q1. How likely do you think it is that a wildfire will occur near your 
neighborhood in the next five years?  (Please  one)

  Not likely at all   Slightly likely   Somewhat likely     Likely   
Very likely

Q2. How likely do you think it is that a wildfire will damage your home in 
the next five years?  
(please  one)

  Not likely at all   Slightly likely   Somewhat likely     Likely   
Very likely

Q3. How concerned are you that a wildfire could change the quality of your
life?
(please  one)



  Not concerned at all     Slightly concerned     Somewhat concerned     Concerned   
Very concerned

***** Please go on to the next page (over) *****
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Q4. How would you rate your general attitude toward each of the following
fire protection approaches?  
(please use the scale of 1=extremely negative, and 5=extremely positive)

Extremely negative                   Extremely positive

Local government distributing 
educational materials to 
homeowners to encourage them to
maintain their vegetation for fire 
safety

1               2               3               4
5

A visit to my home by a local 
government official to show me 
how to manage the vegetation on 
my property for fire safety

1               2               3               4
5

Local ordinances that require 
builders of NEW homes in high 
wildfire risk areas to landscape for 
wildfire safety.

1               2               3               4
5

Local ordinances that require 
homeowners in high wildfire risk 
areas to manage their vegetation 
for fire safety

1               2               3               4
5

A special taxing district in high 
wildfire risk areas to pay for 
enforcement of a local ordinance 
that requires homeowners to 
manage their vegetation for fire 
safety

1               2               3               4
5

Curbside pickup of any yard waste 
that results from managing 
vegetation for fire safety

1               2               3               4
5

Programs that will help 
homeowners with the cost of 
maintaining vegetation for fire 
safety if the homeowner will 
manage vegetation beyond the 
minimum standards

1               2               3               4
5

Programs that will help lower-
income households with the cost of
maintaining vegetation for fire 
safety

1               2               3               4
5

Homeowners insurance policies 1               2               3               4
5
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that require homeowners to 
maintain their vegetation for fire 
safety

If you have any questions, please contact: 

Dr. Christine Vogt, Department of Community, Agriculture, Recreation and Resource Studies, 
131 Natural Resources Building, Michigan State University, East Lansing, MI 48824-1222; 
Phone: (517) 432-0318   or  Email:  vogtc@msu.edu 
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