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WHAT







DAWN is a network of medical examiners/coroners (ME/Cs) and hospitals that provide data on drug-related deaths and drug-related hospital emergency departments (ED) visits to the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA).  DAWN tracks alI types of drug-related deaths and ED visits, including those related to illegal drug use, adverse reactions to pharmaceuticals, nonmedical use of prescription and over-the-counter medications, completed suicides and suicide attempts, underage alcohol use, and accidental poisonings.  Westat, a research firm based in Rockville, MD, collects the data on behalf of SAMHSA.
WHO







ME/C jurisdictions are chosen for DAWN based on their metropolitan area or State location.  All jurisdictions within selected metropolitan areas and all Statewide ME/C systems are eligible.
WHY







Public health.  Information on drug-related deaths is vital for Federal, State, and local public health authorities.  DAWN mortality data are sometimes the only data available on substance abuse for a particular community.
Data on demand.  DAWN LIVE! is a secure Internet-based system that provides member ME/Cs real-time access to their own DAWN data.  Authorized staff can use DAWN LIVE! to track patterns of drug-related deaths, the drugs involved, and the characteristics of the decedents.
Technical support.  DAWN supplies ongoing training, equipment, and user assistance.
Payments.  Participating jurisdictions are eligible for payments for the data submitted.


HOW








Participation.  Participation begins with a signed agreement.  The ME/C receives an invitation to join DAWN.  A Facility Liaison is available to meet in person to coordinate the enrollment and data collection approach.

· Participation agreement.  This agreement covers the responsibilities of the ME/C and of Westat, including access payments, confidentiality protections, staff training, and the procedure for data collection.

Data Collection.  Each decedent case file is reviewed by a DAWN Reporter to find the drug-related deaths.  DAWN includes all deaths in which drugs were a causal or contributing factor, as determined by the ME/C.
A DAWN Facility Liaison works with each ME/C to identify the most convenient and efficient approach to reporting.  Options include:
· ME/C Staff Reporter.  ME/C staff collects DAWN data as part of their regular duties.  The ME/C office receives payment based on the volume of deaths reviewed and DAWN cases submitted.

· ME/C After-Hours Staff Reporter.  ME/C staff collect DAWN data on their own time.  Westat pays the Reporter directly.

· Westat Field Reporter.  With ME/C approval, Westat provides a person to review case files and submit DAWN cases on-site.  Westat hires, supervises, and pays these reporters directly.
For more information: Questions can be directed to Westat at 800-FYI-DAWN.  Each ME/C will have a Facility Liaison (FL) assigned to be its local DAWN representative.  DAWN information is available in publications and online on the website at http://DAWNinfo.samhsa.gov
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