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[Date]
Dear [Name of Facility Contact],
I have been trying to reach you to talk about your hospital’s participation in the Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN).    Your hospital is eligible to receive payments to cover the cost of participating in DAWN.

You may remember receiving an introductory letter from Dr. Judy Ball and a fact sheet on DAWN.  As Dr. Ball explained, DAWN is a public health surveillance network of over 250 hospitals that collects data on drug-related emergency department visits for the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  The DAWN data on ED visits are important public health indicators of the health consequences of misuse and abuse of illicit drugs, nonmedical use of prescription and over-the-counter medications, and accidental poisonings.  For additional information you can visit the DAWN website at:

http://dawninfo.samhsa.gov/
Your participation in this nationally representative sample is critical because you will be representing your hospital and other hospitals with characteristics similar to yours. The participation of your hospital is also important to the public health of your community and the Nation.  DAWN data are used by a growing number of public health users, including the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) and the Food and Drug Administration (FDA).

By participating in DAWN, your hospital’s clinicians, managers, or researchers will have real-time access to your own hospital’s DAWN data and data aggregated from other hospitals through a secure online query system, DAWN Live!  

I hope to hear from you soon to discuss the new incentives for joining DAWN by [Date] and the details of the data collection.  You can reach me any time on my cell phone at [phone], or at [email]. 

Sincerely,

[Name]
DAWN Project Director 
Westat
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