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[Date]
[Name]
[Title]

[Organization]
[Address]
Dear [Name]:

I am pleased to invite your office to join the Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN).  DAWN, as you may know, is a public health surveillance system that collects data on drug-related deaths from medical examiners and coroners (ME/Cs), as well as drug-related emergency department visits from hospitals around the country.  Since 2003, DAWN has been collecting data on the morbidity and mortality involving all types of drugs--not just those related to drug abuse.

We are expanding DAWN to invite participation by states with centralized statewide ME systems to broaden our geographic and population coverage.  In the past two years several statewide systems have joined DAWN. The current systems are: Maine, Maryland, Massachusetts, New Hampshire, New Mexico, Oklahoma, Oregon, Utah, Vermont, Virginia, and West Virginia.  We feel that participation by your office would be a valuable addition to DAWN.  We hope you will agree.

Enclosed is a packet of materials on DAWN to help you understand what is involved in becoming part of the network.  These materials explain how DAWN operates, its participation requirements and procedures, a sample of the ME case report form, and the standard Terms of Participation for MEs.  DAWN provides two types of payment for participation: an access fee paid annually and a separate payment for DAWN reporting.  The annual access fee is $2,000.  The payment for DAWN reporting is $0.60 per record reviewed and $3.00 per DAWN case submitted.

Also enclosed is a copy of a recent publication – Drug Abuse Warning Network, 2003:  Area Profiles of Drug-Related Mortality.  This publication, which is the first to include statewide data, shows the types of information that we collect and publish.  As new statewide ME systems, such as yours, join DAWN, we hope to add a section on substate profiles to the published reports which may be useful to local jurisdictions.  

Also new to DAWN is an on-line, Web-based query system called DAWN LIVE!, which is available to participating MEs and their designated staff.  Since all DAWN reporting is electronic, the data become available almost as quickly as they are submitted to DAWN. 

We believe that data on drug-related mortality is a valuable public health asset to communities, to States, and to the Nation, especially when other sources of such data are not available.  I hope that we may soon count [Name of State] among DAWN participants.

I have asked [Name], DAWN Deputy Project Director for Westat, to call you in the next week to answer any questions you might have about participation in DAWN.  She can be reached at [phone].  If I can be of further assistance, please don’t hesitate to call me at 240-276-1256.  My email address is Judy.Ball@samhsa.hhs.gov.






Sincerely,


Judy K. Ball, Ph.D., M.P.A.

Director, Division of Facility Surveys
Office of Applied Studies
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