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[Date]
[Name]
[Title][Organization]

[Address]
Dear [Name]:

On behalf of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), I am pleased to invite your office to join the Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN).  DAWN is a public health surveillance system that monitors drug-related morbidity and mortality in the United States.  DAWN is sponsored by SAMHSA, an agency of the U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.  Today, over 500 medical examiner and coroner jurisdictions – including statewide systems and counties located in selected metropolitan areas – submit data on deaths where drugs were implicated, regardless of the reason the drugs were taken. These include deaths resulting from medical and nonmedical uses of prescription and over-the-counter pharmaceuticals and abuse of illegal drugs, as well as deaths associated with underage drinking, suicide with drug involvement, accidental poisoning of children, and homicide with drug involvement.
Medical examiner/coroner participants in DAWN include a range of jurisdictions, from those that cover an entire State to counties in sparsely-populated areas.  Sometimes, DAWN is the only source of information on drug misuse and abuse in the area.  Your participation is important because data on drug-related mortality is a valuable public health asset to communities, to States, and to the Nation, especially when other sources of such data are not available.
DAWN mortality data are used by a growing number of public health users.
· The Centers for Disease Control and Prevention (CDC) have analyzed DAWN data on drug-related deaths and found an increasing trend in deaths involving opioid pain medications.
· The Food and Drug Administration (FDA) relies on information from DAWN to evaluate and monitor the safety of existing drugs and new drug products.

· SAMHSA is using DAWN to assess mortality associated with pharmacologic therapies, such as buprenorphine and methadone, which are used to treat opioid addiction.

· State and local health agencies use the DAWN mortality data to monitor threats to the public health and to identify priority areas for prevention and treatment.
By participating in DAWN, staff at your facility will have real-time access to your own office’s DAWN data through a secure online query system called DAWN Live!  Since all DAWN reporting is electronic, the data become available as quickly as they are submitted to DAWN.

You may be concerned about the protection of the privacy of decedents or their families.  SAMHSA is a public health agency authorized by law to conduct public health surveillance.  Once data are submitted to DAWN, uses and disclosures of those data are restricted under two Federal laws.  SAMHSA can neither use nor disclose identifiable data without consent.

I hope that we may soon count your jurisdiction among DAWN participants.  Your office is eligible to receive payments to cover the cost of participating in DAWN.

Please take a look at the enclosed brochure.  SAMHSA has engaged Westat, a private research firm in Rockville, MD, to manage the DAWN data collection operations.  [Name], who is the DAWN Deputy Project Director for Mortality Data at Westat, will be following up with you very soon to discuss the specifics of data collection at your facility.  If you have any questions, she can be reached at [phone] or at [email].
Please feel free to contact me if you have questions concerning the DAWN program.  I can be reached at 240‑276‑1256 or by e-mail at Judy.Ball@samhsa.hhs.gov.

Sincerely,

Judy K. Ball, Ph.D., M.P.A.

Director, Division of Facility Surveys
Office of Applied Studies

cc:
[Deputy Project Director for Mortality], Westat
Enclosure
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