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[Date]
[Name of Contact Person]
[Facility Name]

[Address] 
Dear [Name],
On behalf of the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA), I am pleased to invite your hospital to become a member of the Drug Abuse Warning Network (DAWN).  DAWN is a national public health surveillance network of over 250 hospitals.  DAWN collects data on drug-related emergency department (ED) visits, an important sentinel indicator of adverse health events resulting from drug use, misuse, and abuse.  DAWN provides a window into public health and patient safety issues, from the side effects of prescription antibiotics in seniors to children’s misuse of cough syrup.

DAWN depends on a scientific sample of hospitals to accurately represent local and national data.  Your hospital has been selected to be part of the DAWN sample to represent itself and other hospitals like yours.  Your participation is very important.  

Joining DAWN provides some of the following benefits for your hospital:

· $1,000 annually and, in the first year, up to $4,000 for signing up and providing data;

· Data payments, if you provide staff for reporting, which can total up to $40,000 for EDs with an average of 50,000 visits per year; and

· Instant online access to your hospital’s reported data.

Please see the enclosed brochure for more information on DAWN and additional benefits to participation.

In regard to HIPAA, you can be assured that DAWN hospitals are fully compliant with the HIPAA Privacy Rule.  All data remain confidential and no data associated with specific facilities is made public without consent.  Only de-identified aggregate data are published.

I hope we can count on your hospital becoming a member of DAWN as soon as possible.  To follow up, I have asked [Name of DOC Facility Liaison] to call you to arrange an appointment to discuss data collection.  Ms. [Name] is the Facility Liaison for your area and can be reached at [phone] or [email].  Please feel free to contact me with any questions concerning the DAWN program at 240‑276‑1256 or Judy.Ball@samhsa.hhs.gov.

Sincerely,

Judy K. Ball, Ph.D., M.P.A.

Director, Division of Facility Surveys

Office of Applied Studies

cc: [Facility Liaison], Westat

Enclosure


