Attachment 9:
Justification for WaIver of Parental Consent

Parental permission will not be obtained as the following four conditions apply:

The survey involves no more than minimal risk to the subjects

Since the client survey does not ask sensitive questions the survey presents less than minimal risk. The client survey includes questions on client choice and the client’s general experience and satisfaction with the grantee’s ATR Program. Clients are not asked to describe any illegal behavior or illegal substance use and no identifying information is collected. There is a small risk that an individual respondent could be identified through the unique GPRA identifier placed on each survey. Such a breach would require access to additional data grantees may or may not collect. No such risk is expected related to the cross-site data collection and evaluation. The cross-site evaluation team will receive no personal identifiers and have no access to additional identifiers grantees may maintain. The risk this presents to the client is minimal and such a breach would not affect the client’s ability to receive services from the grantee’s ATR Program. 
The waiver or alteration will not adversely affect the rights and welfare of the participants
Obtaining a waiver will not adversely affect the rights and welfare of participants as no personal identifying information is collected, no questions of a sensitive nature will be asked, and participation will not affect the client’s ability to receive services from the grantee’s ATR Program.
The survey could not practicably be carried out without the waiver or alteration 

Obtaining parental consent is not practical as ATR grantees obtain parental consent, if required, for all data collection activities during the GPRA intake data collection. This occurs five to eight months before the 6 month post-intake GPRA follow-up and distribution of the client survey. As the two to four month data collection periods are not yet determined, the cross-site evaluation team cannot predict five to eight months in advance which clients will be recruited for the client survey. (see Section B.2, pages 20–24, for detailed survey administration procedures). Efforts to obtain parental consent during the client survey administration would require additional contact information to be obtained and would thus significantly increase risk. 

Additionally, most minors in the States of California and Colorado will qualify as mature minors. Per California Family Code 6929 b) minors 12 and older are allowed to receive most substance abuse treatment and counseling with the minor’s consent only. Thus, the California ATR Program, known as the California Access to Recovery Effort, will only obtain parental consent as an exception to standard procedures. This is especially significant as the California Access to Recovery Effort program specifically targets minors and the cross-site evaluation team expects the program will serve over 50% of all minors eligible to participate in the ATR client survey. Per the Colorado Revised Statutes, 13-22-102, minors may be examined, prescribe for and treated for addiction to or use of drugs with only the minors consent. Following, Colorado’s ATR Program will only obtain parental consent as an exception to standard procedures. 

The remaining grantees are expected to obtain parental or guardian consent. 
Whenever appropriate, participates will be provided with additional pertinent information after participation
Participants will be provided with a written copy of the consent form that details the survey requirements and provides two toll-free contact numbers to reach RTI if the client has questions about the study and their rights as participants after the survey. Additionally, participants will receive a frequently asked questions form that may answer any questions they have prior to completing the survey.
