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Access to Recovery (Short Title: ATR)
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I.
FUNDING OPPORTUNITY DESCRIPTION

2.
EXPECTATIONS

ATR grantees will be expected to use their ATR grant funds to facilitate individual choice and promote multiple pathways to recovery through the development and implementation of substance abuse treatment and recovery support service voucher systems.  

States should propose innovative strategies for their ATR projects to accomplish the following:

· Ensure genuine, free, and independent client choice for substance abuse clinical treatment and recovery support services appropriate to the level of care needed by the client.  For the purposes of this grant program, choice is defined as a client being able to choose from among two or more providers qualified to render the services needed by the client, among them at least one provider to which the client has no religious objection.

· Provide all substance abuse assessment, clinical treatment, and recovery support services funded through the ATR grant through vouchers given to a client by a State/Territory/Tribe or its designee.  No funding shall be given directly to a provider through a grant or contract to provide any services under this program, including assessment.

· Ensure each client receives an assessment for the appropriate level of services and is then provided a genuine, free, and independent choice among eligible providers, among them at least one provider to which the client has no religious objection.

· Allow eligible clients to pay for assessment and other clinical treatment and recovery support services from a broad network of eligible providers, including organizations that have not previously received public funding.   Eligible service providers for the voucher program may include the following: public and private, nonprofit, proprietary, as well as faith-based and community organizations, as approved through established procedures by the State/Territory/Tribe.
· Ensure that faith-based organizations otherwise eligible to participate in this program are not discriminated against on the basis of their religious character or affiliation.

· Maintain accountability by creating an incentive system for positive outcomes and taking active steps to prevent waste, fraud and abuse. 

· Expand clinical treatment and recovery support services by leveraging use of all Federal funds, preventing cost shifting, and ensuring that these funds are used to supplement and not supplant current funding for substance abuse clinical treatment and recovery support services in the State. 
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V.
APPLICATION REVIEW INFORMATION

1. EVALUATION CRITERIA 

Project Narrative

Section C:
Proposed Approach
· Method/process for measuring client satisfaction in management of the voucher program

(Page 25)

� Indirect funding means that individual, private choice, rather than the Government, determines which substance abuse service provider eventually receives the funds.  With indirect funding, the individual in need of the service is given a voucher, coupon, certificate, or other means of free agency, such that he or she has the power to select for himself or herself from among eligible substance abuse service providers, whereupon the voucher (or other method of payment) may be “redeemed” for the service rendered.  Under “direct” funding, the Government or an intermediate organization with the same duties as a governmental entity purchases the needed services directly from the substance abuse service provider.  Under this scenario, there are no intervening steps in which the client’s choice comes into play.  The government or intermediate organization selects the provider from which the client will receive services.








