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Subpart A—General Provisions

§1918.1 Scope and application.

(a) The regulations of this part apply
to longshoring operations and related
employments aboard vessels. All cargo
transfer accomplished with the use of
shore-based material handling devices
is covered by part 1917 of this chapter.

(b) Part 1910 of this chapter does not
apply to longshoring except for the fol-
lowing provisions:

(1) Access to employee exposure and
medical records. Subpart Z, §1910.1020;

(2) Commercial diving operations. Sub-
part T;

(3) Electrical. Subpart S when shore-
based electrical installations provide
power for use aboard vessels;

(4) Hazard communication. Subpart Z,
§1910.1200;

(5) Ionizing
§1910.1096;

(6) Noise. Subpart G, §1910.95;

(7T) Nonionizing radiation. Subpart G,
§1910.97;

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (b)(7): Exposures to
nonionizing radiation emissions from com-
mercial vessel radar transmitters are consid-
ered hazardous under the following situa-
tions: (a) Where the radar is transmitting,
the scanner is stationary, and the exposure
distance is 19 feet (5.79 m) or less; or (b)
where the radar is transmitting, the scanner
is rotating, and the exposure distance is 5
feet (1.562 m.) or less.

radiation. Subpart Z,

(8) Respiratory protection. Subpart I,
§1910.134;

(9) Toxic and hacardous substances.
Subpart Z applies to marine cargo han-
dling activities except for the fol-
lowing:

(i) When a substance or cargo is con-
tained within a sealed, intact means of
packaging or containment complying
with Department of Transportation or
International Maritime Organization
requirements;!

(ii) Bloodborne pathogens, §1910.1030;

(iii) Carbon monoxide, §1910.1000 (See
§1918.94(a)); and

(iv) Hydrogen sulfide, §1910.1000 (See
§1918.94(f)); and

1The International Maritime Organization
publishes the International Maritime Dan-
gerous Goods Code to aid compliance with
the international legal requirements of the
International Convention for the Safety of
Life at Sea, 1960.
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(v) Hexavalent chromium §1910.1026
(See §1915.1026)

(10) Powered industrial truck oper-
ator training, Subpart N, §1910.178(1).

NOTE TO PARAGRAPH (b)(10): The Compli-
ance dates of December 1, 1999 set forth in 29
CFR 1910.178(1)(7) are stayed until March 1,
2000 for Liongshoring.

(c) Section 1915.1026 applies to any
occupational exposures to hexavalent
chromium in workplaces covered by
this part.

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 63
FR 66274, Dec. 1, 1998; 64 FR 46847, Aug. 27,
1999; 65 FR 40943, June 30, 2000; 71 FR 10381,
Feb. 28, 2006]

§1918.2 Definitions.

Barge means an unpowered,
flatbottomed, shallow draft vessel in-
cluding river barges, scows, carfloats,
and lighters. It does not include ship
shaped or deep draft barges.

Bulling means the horizontal drag-
ging of cargo across a surface with
none of the weight of the cargo sup-
ported by the fall.

Danger zone means any place in or
about a machine or piece of equipment
where an employee may be struck by
or caught between moving parts,
caught between moving and stationary
objects or parts of the machine, caught
between the material and a moving
part of the machine, burned by hot sur-
faces or exposed to electric shock. Ex-
amples of danger zones are nip and
shear points, shear lines, drive mecha-
nisms, and areas underneath counter-
weights.

Designated person means a person who
possesses specialized abilities in a spe-
cific area and is assigned by the em-
ployer to do a specific task in that
area.

Dockboards (car and bridge plates)
mean devices for spanning short dis-
tances between, for example, two
barges, that is not higher than four
feet (1.22m) above the water or next
lower level.

Employee means any longshore work-
er or other person engaged in
longshoring operations or related em-
ployments other than the master,
ship’s officers, crew of the vessel, or
any person engaged by the master to
load or unload any vessel of less than
18 net tons.

255



§1918.2

Employer means a person that em-
ploys employees in longshoring oper-
ations or related employments, as de-
fined in this section.

Enclosed space means an interior
space in or on a vessel that may con-
tain or accumulate a hazardous atmos-
phere due to inadequate natural ven-
tilation. Examples of enclosed spaces
are holds, deep tanks and refrigerated
compartments.

Fall hazard means the following situ-
ations:

(1) Whenever employees are working
within three feet (.91 m) of the unpro-
tected edge of a work surface that is 8
feet or more (2.44 m) above the adjoin-
ing surface and twelve inches (.3 m) or
more, horizontally, from the adjacent
surface; or

(2) Whenever weather conditions may
impair the vision or sound footing of
employees working on top of con-
tainers.

Fumigant is a substance or mixture of
substances, used to kill pests or pre-
vent infestation, that is a gas or is rap-
idly or progressively transformed to
the gaseous state, although some non-
gaseous or particulate matter may re-
main and be dispersed in the treatment
space.

Gangway means any ramp-like or
stair-like means of access provided to
enable personnel to board or leave a
vessel, including accommodation lad-
ders, gangplanks and brows.

Hatch beam or strongback mean a
portable transverse or longitudinal
beam placed across a hatchway that
acts as a bearer to support the hatch
covers.

Hazardous cargo, materials, substance
or atmosphere means:

(1) Any substance listed in 29 CFR
part 1910, subpart Z;

(2) Any material in the Hazardous
Materials Table and Hazardous Mate-
rials Communications Regulations of
the Department of Transportation, 49
CFR part 172;

(3) Any article not properly described
by a name in the Hazardous Materials
Table and Hazardous Materials Com-
munication Regulations of the Depart-
ment of Transportation, 49 CFR part
172, but which is properly -classified
under the definitions of those cat-
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egories of dangerous articles given in
49 CFR part 173; or

(4) Any atmosphere with an oxygen
content of less than 19.5 percent or
greater than 23 percent.

Intermodal container means a reusable
cargo container of a rigid construction
and rectangular configuration; fitted
with devices permitting its ready han-
dling, particularly its transfer from
one mode of transport to another; so
designed to be readily filled and
emptied; intended to contain one or
more articles of cargo or bulk commod-
ities for transportation by water and
one or more other transport modes.
The term includes completely enclosed
units, open top units, fractional height
units, units incorporating liquid or gas
tanks and other variations fitting into
the container system. It does not in-
clude cylinders, drums, crates, cases,
cartons, packages, sacks, unitized
loads or any other form of packaging.

Longshoring operations means the
loading, unloading, moving or handling
of cargo, ship’s stores, gear, or any
other materials, into, in, on, or out of
any vessel.

Mississippi River System includes the
Mississippi River from the head of
navigation to its mouth, and navigable
tributaries including the Illinois Wa-

terway, Missouri River, Ohio River,
Tennessee River, Allegheny River,
Cumberland River, Green River,

Kanawha River, Monongahela River,
and such others to which barge oper-
ations extend.

Public vessel means a vessel owned
and operated by a government and not
regularly employed in merchant serv-
ice.

Ramp means other flat surface de-
vices for passage between levels and
across openings not covered under the
term dockboards.

Related employments means any em-
ployments performed incidental to or
in conjunction with longshoring oper-
ations, including, but not restricted to,
securing cargo, rigging, and employ-
ment as a porter, clerk, checker, or se-
curity officer.

River towboat means a shallow draft,
low freeboard, self-propelled vessel de-
signed to tow river barges by pushing
ahead. It does not include other towing
vessels.
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Ro-Ro operations are those cargo han-
dling and related operations, such as
lashing, that occur on Ro-Ro vessels,
which are vessels whose cargo is driven
on or off the vessel by way of ramps
and moved within the vessel by way of
ramps and/or elevators.

Small trimming hatch means a small
hatch or opening, pierced in the be-
tween deck or other intermediate deck
of a vessel, and intended for the trim-
ming of dry bulk cargoes. It does not
refer to the large hatchways through
which cargo is normally handled.

Vessel includes every description of
watercraft or other artificial contriv-
ance used or capable of being used for
transportation on water, including spe-
cial purpose floating structures not
primarily designed for or used for
transportation on water.

Vessel’s cargo handling gear includes
that gear that is a permanent part of
the vessel’s equipment and used for the
handling of cargo other than bulk lig-
uids. The term covers all stationary or
mobile cargo handling appliances used
on board ship for suspending, raising or
lowering loads or moving them from
one position to another while sus-
pended or supported. This includes, but
is not limited to, cargo elevators, fork-
lifts, and other powered industrial
equipment. It does not include gear
used only for handling or holding
hoses, handling ship’s stores or han-
dling the gangway, or boom conveyor
belt systems for the self-unloading of
bulk cargo vessels.

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 40944, June 30, 2000]

§1918.3 Incorporation by reference.

(a) (1) The standards of agencies of
the U.S. Government, and organiza-
tions which are not agencies of the
U.S. Government which are incor-
porated by reference in this part, have
the same force and effect as other
standards in this part. Only the manda-
tory provisions (i.e. provisions con-
taining the word ‘‘shall” or other man-
datory language) of standards incor-
porated by reference are adopted as
standards under the Occupational Safe-
ty and Health Act.

(2) Any changes in the standards in-
corporated by reference in this part
and an official historic file of such

§1918.3

changes are available for inspection at
the national office of the Occupational
Safety and Health Administration,
U.S. Department of Labor, Washington,
DC 20210.

(3) The materials listed in paragraph
(b) of this section are incorporated by
reference in the corresponding sections
noted as they exist on the date of the
approval, and a notice of any change in
these materials will be published in the
FEDERAL REGISTER. These
incorporations by reference (IBRs)
were approved by the Director of the
Federal Register in accordance with 5
U.S.C. 552(a) and 1 CFR part 51.

(4) Copies of the following standards
that are issued by the respective pri-
vate standards organizations may be
obtained from the issuing organiza-
tions. The materials are available for
purchase at the corresponding address-
es of the private standards organiza-
tions noted in paragraph (b) of this sec-
tion. In addition, all are available for
inspection through the OSHA Docket
Office, room N2625, U.S. Department of
Labor, 200 Constitution Ave., Wash-
ington, DC 20210, or any of OSHA’s re-
gional offices or at the National Ar-
chives and Records Administration
(NARA). For information on the avail-
ability of this material at NARA, call
202-741-6030, or go to: http:/
www.archives.gov/federal register/
code of federal regulations/
ibr locations.html.

(b) The following material is avail-
able for purchase from the American
National Standards Institute (ANSI),
11 West 42nd St., New York, NY 10036:

(1) ANSI A14.1-1990, Safety Require-
ments for Portable Wood Ladders; IBR
approved for §1918.24(g)(1).

(2) ANSI A14.2-1990, Safety Require-
ments for Portable Metal Ladders; IBR
approved for §1918.24(g)(2).

(3) ANSI A14.5-1992, Safety Require-
ments for Portable Reinforced Plastic
Ladders; IBR approved for
§1918.24(g2)(3).

(4) ANSI Z-87.1-1989, Practice for Oc-
cupational and Educational Eye and
Face Protection; IBR approved for
§1918.101(a)(1).

(5) ANSI Z-89.1-1986, Personnel Pro-
tection-Protective Headwear for Indus-
trial Workers-Requirements; IBR ap-
proved for §1918.103(b).
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(6) ANSI Z-41-1991, American Na-
tional Standard for Personal Protec-
tion-Protective Footwear; IBR ap-
proved for §1918.104(b).

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997,
FR 18803, Apr. 9, 2004]

§1918.4 OMB control numbers under
the Paperwork Reduction Act.

The following list identifies the 29
CFR citations for sections or para-
graphs in this part that contain a col-
lection of information requirement ap-
proved by the Office of Management
and Budget (OMB). The list also pro-
vides the control number assigned by
OMB to each approved requirement;
control number 1218-0196 expires on
May 31, 2002 and control number 1218-
0003 expires on July 31, 2001. The list
follows:

as amended at 69

29 CFR citation OMB control
0.

1918.22(g) 1218-0196
1918.24()(1) .. 1218-0196
1918.61()(2) 1218-0196
1918.61(c) .. . 1218-0196
TQIBIBT()(1) oo 1218-0003
1918.61(f)(2) 1218-0003
1918.61(g) . 1218-0003
1918.61(h) . 1218-0003
1918.61() ... 1218-0003
1918.62(b)(1) .. 1218-0196
1918.62(b)(5) .. 1218-0196
1918.62(C)(1) .. 1218-0196
1918.62(d)(1) .. 1218-0196
1918.62()(3) .. 1218-0196
1918.62(0)(4) 1218-0196
1918. 62(h)(1) 1218-0196
1918.62(h)(3)(ii) . 1218-0196
1918.62(n)(4) .. 1218-0196
1918.64(K)(1) .. 1218-0196
1918.64(K)(2) .. 1218-0196
1918.65(0)(1) .. 1218-0196
1918.66(a)(2) .. 1218-0196
1918.66(a)(8) 1218-0196
1918.66(a)(9 1218-0196
1918.66(a)(11) 1218-0196
1918.66(a)(15) 1218-0196
1918.66(d)(2) 1218-0196
1918.66(d)(4 1218-0196
1918.66(f)(1)(v) 1218-0196
1918.85(a) ... 1218-0196
1918.85(b)(4) (i) . 1218-0196
1918.85(K)(13) 1218-0196
1918.86(b) ..... 1218-0196
1918.86(e) . 1218-0196
1918.86(q) . 1218-0196
1918.86(n) . 1218-0196
1918.93(b) . -l 1218-0196
1918.93(A)(4) —orrooesrorseesees e 1218-0196
1918.94(c) .. . 1218-0196
1918.96(e)(2) 1218-0196
1918.97(d)(7) .. 1218-0196
1918.100(a) ... 1218-0196
1918.100(e)(3) ... 1218-0196

[64 FR 61506, Nov. 12, 1999]
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Subpart B—Gear Cetlification

§1918.11 Gear certification (See also
§§1918.2, definition of “Vessel’s
cargo handling gear” and 1918.51).

(a) The employer shall not use the
vessel’s cargo handling gear until it
has been ascertained that the wvessel
has a current and valid cargo gear reg-
ister and certificates that in form and
content are in accordance with the rec-
ommendations of the International
Labor Office, as set forth in appendix I
of this part, and as provided by Inter-
national Labor Organization Conven-
tion No. 1562, and that shows that the
cargo gear has been tested, examined
and heat treated by or under the super-
vision of persons or organizations de-
fined as competent to make register
entries and issue certificates pursuant
to paragraphs (b) and (c¢) of this sec-
tion.

(1) Annual thorough examinations
under ILO 152 are required after July
27, 1998.

(2) Testing under ILO 152 is required
after July 16, 2001.

(3) In the interim period(s), prior to
the effective dates noted in paragraph
(a) (1) and (2), vessels with cargo gear
and a cargo gear register according to
IL.O 32 are deemed to meet the require-
ments of this paragraph (a).

(b) Public vessels and vessels holding
a valid Certificate of Inspection issued
by the U.S. Coast Guard pursuant to 46
CFR part 91 are deemed to meet the re-
quirements of paragraph (a) of this sec-
tion.

(c) With respect to U.S. vessels not
holding a valid Certificate of Inspec-
tion issued by the U.S. Coast Guard,
entries in the registers and the
issuance of certificates required by
paragraph (a) of this section shall be
made only by competent persons cur-
rently accredited by the U.S. Depart-
ment of Labor (OSHA) for full function
vessels or loose gear and wire rope test-
ing, as appropriate, as provided in part
1919 of this chapter.

(d) With respect to vessels under for-
eign registries, persons or organiza-
tions competent to make entries in the
registers and issue the certificates re-
quired by paragraph (a) of this section
shall be:
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(1) Those acceptable as such to any
foreign nation;

(2) Those acceptable to the Com-
mandant of the U.S. Coast Guard; or

(3) Those currently accredited by the
U.S. Department of Labor (OSHA), for
full function vessels or loose gear and
wire rope testing, as appropriate and as
provided in part 1919 of this chapter.

Subpart C—Gangways and Other
Means of Access

§1918.21 General requirements.

The employer shall not permit em-
ployees to board or leave any vessel,
except a barge or river towboat, until
all of the applicable requirements of
this subpart have been met.

(a) If possible, the vessel’s means of
access shall be located so that sus-
pended loads do not pass over it. In any
event, suspended loads shall not be
passed over the means of access while
employees or others are on it.

(b) When the upper end of the means
of access rests on or is flush with the
top of the bulwark, substantial steps,
properly secured, trimmed and
equipped with at least one substantial
handrail, 33 inches (.84 m) in height,
shall be provided between the top of
the bulwark and the deck.

(c) The means of access shall be illu-
minated for its full length in accord-
ance with §1918.92.2

§1918.22 Gangways.

(a) Whenever practicable, a gangway
of not less than 20 inches (.51 m) in
width, of adequate strength, main-
tained in safe repair and safely secured
shall be used. If a gangway is not prac-
ticable, a straight ladder meeting the
requirements of §1918.24 that extends
at least 36 inches (.91 m) above the
upper landing surface and is secured
against shifting or slipping shall be
provided. When conditions are such
that neither a gangway nor straight
ladder can be used, a Jacob’s ladder
meeting the requirements of §1918.23
may be used.

(b) Each side of the gangway, and the
turntable, if used, shall have a hand

2§1918.92 requires, along with other re-
quirements, an average light intensity of
five foot-candles (54 lux).

§1918.23

rail with a minimum height of 33
inches (.84 m) measured perpendicu-
larly from rail to walking surfaces at
the stanchion, with a midrail. Rails
shall be of wood, pipe, chain, wire, rope
or materials of equivalent strength and
shall be Kkept taut always. Portable
stanchions supporting railings shall be
supported or secured to prevent acci-
dental dislodgement.

(c) The gangway shall be kept prop-
erly trimmed.

(d) When a fixed flat tread accommo-
dation ladder is used, and the angle is
low enough to require employees to
walk on the edge of the treads, cleated
duckboards shall be laid over and se-
cured to the ladder.

(e) When the gangway overhangs the
water so that there is danger of em-
ployees falling between the ship and
the dock, a net or suitable protection
shall be provided to prevent employees
from receiving serious injury from falls
to a lower level.

(f) If the foot of a gangway is more
than one foot (.30 m) away from the
edge of the apron, the space between
them shall be bridged by a firm walk-
way equipped with a hand rail with a
minimum height of approximately 33
inches (.84 m) with midrails on both
sides.

(g) Gangways shall be kept clear of
supporting bridles and other obstruc-
tions, to provide unobstructed passage.
If, because of design, the gangway bri-
dle cannot be moved to provide unob-
structed passage, then the hazard shall
be properly marked to alert employees
of the danger.

(h) Obstructions shall not be laid on
or across the gangway.

(i) Handrails and walking surfaces of
gangways shall be maintained in a safe
condition to prevent employees from
slipping or falling.

(j) Gangways on vessels inspected and
certificated by the U.S. Coast Guard
are deemed to meet the requirements
of this section.

§1918.23 Jacob’s ladders.

(a) Jacob’s ladders shall be of the
double rung or flat tread type. They
shall be well maintained and properly
secured.

259



§1918.24

(b) A Jacob’s ladder shall either hang
without slack from its lashings or be
pulled up entirely.

(c) When a Jacob’s ladder is used as
the means of access to a barge being
worked, spacers (bumpers) shall be
hung between the vessel, barge, or
other structure to which the barge is
tied alongside, or other equally effec-
tive means shall be provided to prevent
damage to the bottom rungs of the lad-
der.

(d) When a Jacob’s ladder is being
used so that there is a danger of an em-
ployee falling or being crushed between
the vessel, barge, or other structure
(pier), suitable protection shall be pro-
vided.

§1918.24 Fixed and portable ladders.

(a) There shall be at least one safe
and accessible ladder for each gang
working in a single hatch. An effective
means of gaining a handhold shall be
provided at or near the head of each
vertical fixed ladder. No more than two
ladders are required in any hatch re-
gardless of the number of gangs
present.

(b) When any fixed ladder is visibly
unsafe (or known to be unsafe), the em-
ployer shall identify such ladder and
prohibit its use by employees.

(c) Where portable straight ladders
are used, they shall be of sufficient
length to extend three feet (.91 m)
above the upper landing surface, and be
positively secured or held against shift-
ing or slipping. When conditions are
such that a straight ladder cannot be
used, Jacob’s ladders meeting the re-
quirements of §1918.23 may be used.

(d) For vessels built after July 16,
2001, when six inches (15.24 cm) or more
clearance does not exist behind the
rungs of a fixed ladder, the ladder shall
be deemed ‘‘unsafe’ for the purposes of
this section. Alternate means of access
(for example, a portable ladder) must
be used.

(e)(1) Where access to or from a
stowed deckload or other cargo is need-
ed and no other safe means is available,
ladders or steps of adequate strength
shall be furnished and positively se-
cured or held against shifting or slip-
ping while in use. Steps formed by the
cargo itself are acceptable when the
employer demonstrates that the nature
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of the cargo and the type of stowage
provides equivalent safe access.

(2) Where portable straight ladders
are used they shall be of sufficient
length to extend at least three feet (.91
m) above the upper landing surface.

(f) The following standards for exist-
ing manufactured portable ladders
must be met:

(1) Rungs of manufactured portable
ladders obtained before January 21,
1998 shall be capable of supporting a
200-pound (890 N) load without deforma-
tion.

(2) Rungs shall be evenly spaced from
nine to sixteen and one-half inches (22.9
to 41.9 cm), center to center.

(3) Rungs shall be continuous mem-
bers between rails. Each rung of a dou-
ble-rung ladder (two side rails and a
center rail) shall extend the full width
of the ladder.

(4) Width between side rails at the
base of the ladder shall be at least 12
inches (30.48 cm) for ladders 10 feet (3.05
m) or less in overall length, and shall
increase at least one-fourth inch (0.64
cm) for each additional two feet (0.61
m) of ladder length.

(g) Portable manufactured ladders
obtained after January 21, 1998 shall
bear identification showing that they
meet the appropriate ladder construc-
tion requirements of the following
standards:

(1) ANSI A14.1-1990, Safety Require-
ments for Portable Wood Ladders;

(2) ANSI A14.2-1990, Safety Require-
ments for Portable Metal Ladders;

(3) ANSI A14.5-1992, Safety Require-
ments for Portable Reinforced Plastic
Ladders.

(h) Job-made ladders shall:

(1) Have a uniform distance between
rungs of at least 12 inches (30.48cm)
center to center;

(2) Be capable of supporting a 250-
pound (1,112 N) load without deforma-
tion; and

(3) Have a minimum width between
side rails of 12 inches (30.48 cm) for lad-
ders 10 feet (3.056 m) or less in height.
Width between rails shall increase at
least one-fourth inch (0.64 cm) for each
additional two feet (0.61 m) of ladder
length.

(i) The employer shall:

(1) Maintain portable ladders in safe
condition. Ladders with the following
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defects shall not be used, and shall ei-
ther be tagged as unusable if kept on
board, or shall be removed from the
vessel:

(i) Broken, split or missing rungs,
cleats or steps;

(ii) Broken or split side rails;

(iii) Missing or loose bolts, rivets or
fastenings;

(iv) Defective ropes; or

(v) Any other structural defect.

(2) Ladders shall be inspected for de-
fects before each day’s use, and after
any occurrence, such as a fall, which
could damage the ladder.

(j) Ladders shall be used in the fol-
lowing manner:

(1) Ladders shall be securely posi-
tioned on a level and firm base.

(2) Ladders shall be fitted with slip-
resistant bases and/or be positively se-
cured or held in place to prevent slip-
ping or shifting while in use.

(3) Except for combination ladders,
self-supporting ladders shall not be
used as single straight ladders.

(4) Unless intended for cantilever op-
eration, non-self-supporting ladders
shall not be used to climb above the
top support point.

(5) Ladders shall not be used:

(i) As guys, braces or skids; or

(ii) As platforms, runways or scaf-
folds.

(6) Metal and wire-reinforced ladders
(even with wooden side rails) shall not
be used when employees on the ladder
might contact energized electrical con-
ductors.

(7) Individual sections from different
multi-sectional ladders or two or more
single straight ladders shall not be tied
or fastened together to achieve addi-
tional length.

(8) Single rail ladders (i.e. made by
fastening rungs or devices across a sin-
gle rail) shall not be used.

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 40944, June 30, 2000]

§1918.25 Bridge plates and ramps (See
also § 1918.86).

(a) Bridge and car plates (dockboards).
Bridge and car plates used afloat shall
be well maintained and shall:

(1) Be strong enough to support the
loads imposed on them;

(2) Be secured or equipped with de-
vices to prevent their dislodgement;

§1918.26

(3) Be equipped with hand holds or
other effective means to permit safe
handling; and

(4) Be designed, constructed, and
maintained to prevent vehicles from
running off the edge.3

(b) Portable ramps. Portable ramps
used afloat shall be well maintained
and shall:

(1) Be strong enough to support the
loads imposed on them;

(2) Be equipped with a railing meet-
ing the requirements of §1918.21(b), if
the slope is more than 20 degrees to the
horizontal or if employees could fall
more than four feet (1.22 m);

(3) Be equipped with a slip resistant
surface;

(4) Be properly secured; and

(5) Be designed, constructed, and
maintained to prevent vehicles from
running off the edge.4

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 40944, June 30, 2000]

§1918.26 Access to barges and river
towboats.

(a) With the exception of
§1918.25(b)(2), ramps used solely for ve-
hicle access to or between barges shall
meet the requirements of §1918.25.

(b) When employees cannot step safe-
ly to or from the wharf and a float,
barge, or river towboat, either a ramp
meeting the requirements of paragraph
(a) of this section or a safe walkway
meeting the requirements of §1918.22(f)
shall be provided. When a ramp or
walkway cannot be used, a straight
ladder meeting the requirements of
§1918.24 and extending at least three
feet (.91 m) above the upper landing
surface and adequately secured or held
against shifting or slipping shall be
provided. When neither a walkway nor
a straight ladder can be used, a Jacob’s
ladder meeting the requirements of
§1918.23 shall be provided. Exception:
For barges operating on the Mississippi

3When the gap to be bridged is greater
than 36 inches (.91m), an acceptalbe means of
preventing vehicles from running off the
edge is a minimum side board height of two
and three-quarter inches.

4When the gap to be bridged is greater
than 36 inches (.91m), an acceptable means of
preventing vehicles from running off the
edge is a minimum side board height of two
and three-quarter inches.
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River System, where the employer
shows that these requirements cannot
reasonably be met due to local condi-
tions, other safe means of access shall
be provided.

(c) When a barge or raft is being
worked alongside a larger vessel, a Ja-
cob’s ladder meeting the requirements
of §1918.23 shall be provided for each
gang working alongside unless other
safe means of access is provided. How-
ever, no more than two Jacob’s ladders
are required for any single barge or
raft being worked.

(d) When longshoring operations are
in progress on barges, the barges shall
be securely made fast to the vessel,
wharf, or dolphins.

Subpart D—Working Surfaces

§1918.31 Hatch coverings.

(a) No cargo, dunnage, or other mate-
rial shall be loaded or unloaded by
means requiring the services of em-
ployees at any partially opened inter-
mediate deck unless either the hatch
at that deck is sufficiently covered or
an adequate landing area suitable for
the prevailing conditions exists. In no
event shall such work be done unless
the working area available for such
employees extends for a distance of 10
feet (3.05 m) or more fore and aft and
athwartships.

(b) Cargo shall not be landed on or
handled over a covered hatch or
’tween-decks unless all hatch beams
are in place under the hatch covers.

(c) Missing, broken, or poorly fitting
hatch covers that would not protect
employees shall be reported at once to
the officer in charge of the vessel.
Pending replacement or repairs by the
vessel, work shall not be performed in
the section containing the unsafe cov-
ers or in adjacent sections unless the
flooring is made safe.

(d) Hatch covers and hatch beams not
of uniform size shall be placed only in
the hatch, deck, and section in which
they fit properly.

(e) Small trimming hatches in inter-
mediate decks shall be securely cov-
ered or guarded while work is going on
in the hatch in which they are found,
unless they are actually in use.
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§1918.32 Stowed cargo and temporary
landing surfaces.

(a) Temporary surfaces on which
loads are to be landed shall be of suffi-
cient size and strength to permit em-
ployees to work safely.

(b) When the edge of a hatch section
or of stowed cargo may constitute a
fall hazard to an employee, the edge
shall be guarded by a vertical safety
net, or other means providing equal
protection, to prevent an employee
from falling. When the employer can
demonstrate that vertical nets or other
equally effective means of guarding
cannot be used due to the type of
cargo, cargo stowage, or other cir-
cumstances, a trapeze net shall be
rigged at the top edge of the elevation
or other means shall be taken to pre-
vent injury if an employee falls. Safety
nets shall be maintained in good condi-
tion and be of adequate strength for
the purpose intended.

(c) When two gangs are working in
the same hatch on different levels, a
vertical safety net shall be rigged and
securely fastened to prevent employees
or cargo from falling. Safety nets shall
be maintained in good condition and be
of adequate strength for the purpose
intended.

§1918.33 Deck loads.

(a) Employees shall not be permitted
to pass over or around deck loads un-
less there is a safe route of passage.

(b) Employees giving signals to crane
operators shall not be permitted to
walk over deck loads from rail to coa-
ming unless there is a safe route of pas-
sage. If it is necessary to stand or walk
at the outboard or inboard edge of the
deck load having less than 24 inches
(.61 m) of bulwark, rail, coaming, or
other protection, those employees shall
be provided with protection against
falling from the deck load.

§1918.34 Other decks.

(a) Cargo shall not be worked on
decks that were not designed to sup-
port the load being worked.

(b) Grated decks shall be properly
placed, supported, maintained and de-
signed to support employees.
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§1918.35 Open hatches.

Open weather deck hatches around
which employees must work that are
not protected to a height of 24 inches
(.61 m) by coamings shall be guarded by
taut lines or barricades at a height of
36 to 42 inches (.91 to 1.07 m) above the
deck, except on the side on which cargo
is being worked. Any portable stan-
chions or uprights used shall be sup-
ported or secured to prevent accidental
dislodgement.

§1918.36 Weather deck rails.

Removable weather deck rails shall
be kept in place except when cargo op-
erations require them to be removed,
in which case they shall be replaced as
soon as such cargo operations are com-
pleted.

§1918.37

(a) Walking shall be prohibited along
the sides of covered lighters or barges
with coamings or cargo more than five
feet (1.52 m) high unless a three-foot
(.91 m) clear walkway or a grab rail or
taut handline is provided.

(b) Walking or working shall be pro-
hibited on the decks of barges to be
loaded unless the walking or working
surfaces have been determined by vis-
ual inspection to be structurally sound
and maintained properly. If, while dis-
charging a barge, an unsound deck sur-
face is discovered, work shall be dis-
continued and shall not be resumed
until means have been taken to ensure
a safe work surface.

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 40944, June 30, 2000]

Barges.

Subpart E—Opening and Closing
Hatches

§1918.41 Coaming clearances.

(a) Weather decks. If a deck load (such
as lumber or other smooth sided deck
cargo) more than five feet (1.52 m) high
is stowed within three feet (.91 m) of
the hatch coaming and employees han-
dling hatch beams and hatch covers are
not protected by a coaming at least 24-
inch (.61 m) high, a taut handline shall
be provided along the side of the
deckload. The requirements of §1918.35
are not intended to apply in this situa-
tion.

§1918.42

(b) Intermediate decks. (1) There shall
be a three-foot (.91 m) working space
between the stowed cargo and the coa-
ming at both sides and at one end of
the hatches with athwartship hatch
beams, and at both ends of those hatch-
es with fore and aft hatch beams, be-
fore intermediate deck hatch covers
and hatch beams are removed or re-
placed. Exception: The three-foot (.91
m) clearance is not required on the
covered portion of a partially open
hatch, nor is it required when lower
decks have been filled to hatch beam
height with cargo of such a nature as
to provide a safe surface upon which
employees may work.

(2) For purposes of paragraph (b)(1) of
this section, fitted gratings that are in
good condition shall be considered a
part of the decking when properly
placed within the three-foot (.91 m)
area.

(c) Grab rails or taut handlines shall
be provided for the protection of em-
ployees handling hatch beams and
hatch covers, when bulkheads, lockers,
reefer compartments or large spare
parts are within three feet (.91 m) of
the coaming.

(d) The clearances in this section do
not apply to hatches opened or closed
solely by hydraulic or other mechan-
ical means; except that, in all cases in
which the three-foot (.91 m) clearance
does not exist, cargo that is stowed
within three feet (.91 m) of the edge of
the hatch shall be adequately secured
to prevent cargo from falling into the
hold.

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 40944, June 30, 2000]

§1918.42
dles.

(a) Hatch beam and pontoon bridles
shall be:

(1) Long enough to reach the holes,
rings, or other lifting attachments on
the hatch beams and pontoons easily;

(2) Of adequate strength to lift the
load safely; and

(3) Properly maintained, including
covering or blunting of protruding ends
in wire rope splices.

(b) Bridles for lifting hatch beams
shall be equipped with toggles, shack-
les, or hooks, or other devices of such

Hatch beam and pontoon bri-
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design that they cannot become acci-
dentally dislodged from the hatch
beams with which they are used. Hooks
other than those described in this sec-
tion may be used only when they are
hooked into the standing part of the
bridle. Toggles, when used, shall be at
least one inch (2.54 cm) longer than
twice the largest diameter of the holes
into which they are placed.

(c) Bridles used for lifting pontoons
and plugs shall have the number of legs
required by the design of the pontoon
or plug, and all of which shall be used.
Where any use of a bridle requires
fewer than the number of legs provided,
idle legs shall be hung on the hook or
ring, or otherwise prevented from
swinging free.

(d) At least two legs of all strongback
and pontoon bridles shall be equipped
with a lanyard at least eight feet (2.44
m) long and in good condition. The bri-
dle end of the lanyard shall be of chain
or wire.

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 40944, June 30, 2000]

§1918.43 Handling hatch beams and
covers.

Paragraphs (£)(2), (g), and (h) of this
section apply only to folding, sliding,
or hinged metal hatch covers or to
those hatch covers handled by cranes.

(a) (1) When hatch covers or pontoons
are stowed on the weather deck abreast
of hatches, they shall be arranged in
stable piles not closer to the hatch coa-
ming than three feet (.91 m). Excep-
tion: On the working side of the hatch,
hatch covers or pontoons may be
spread one high between the coaming
and bulwark with no space between
them, provided the height of the hatch
coaming is no less than 24 inches (.61
m). Under no circumstances shall
hatch covers or pontoons be stacked
higher than the hatch coaming or bul-
wark on the working side of the hatch.

(2) On seagoing vessels, hatch boards
or similar covers removed from the
hatch beams in a section of partially
opened hatch during cargo handling,
cleaning or other operations shall not
be stowed on the boards or covers left
in place within that section.

(b) Hatch beams shall be laid on their
sides, or stood on an edge close to-
gether and lashed. Exception: This
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paragraph (b) shall not apply in cases
where hatch beams are of such design
that:

(1) The width of the flange is 50 per-
cent or more of the height of the web;
and

(2) The flange rests flat on the deck
when the hatch beam is stood upright.

(c) Strongbacks, hatch covers, and
pontoons removed from hatch openings
and placed on the weather deck shall
not obstruct clear fore-and-aft or coa-
ming-to-bulwark passageways and
shall be lashed or otherwise secured to
prevent accidental dislodgement.
Dunnage or other suitable material
shall be used under and between tiers
of strongbacks and pontoons to prevent
them from sliding when stowed on steel
decks.

(d) Hatch covers unshipped in an in-
termediate deck shall be placed at
least three feet (.91 m) from the coa-
ming or they shall be removed to an-
other deck. Strongbacks unshipped in
an intermediate deck shall not be
placed closer than six inches (15.24 cm)
from the coaming and, if placed closer
than three feet (.91 m), shall be secured
so that they cannot be tipped or
dragged into a lower compartment. If
such placement or securement is not
possible, strongbacks shall be removed
to another deck.

(e) Any hatch beam or pontoon left in
place next to an open hatch section
being worked shall be locked or other-
wise secured, so that it cannot be acci-
dentally displaced. All portable, manu-
ally handled hatch covers, including
those bound together to make a larger
cover, shall be removed from any work-
ing section, and adjacent sections, un-
less securely lashed.

(f)(1) The roller hatch beam at the
edge of the open section of the hatch
shall be lashed or pinned back so that
it cannot be moved toward the open
section.

(2) Rolling, sectional or telescopic
hatch covers of barges that open in a
fore and aft direction shall be secured
against unintentional movement while
in the open position.

(g) Hinged or folding hatch covers
normally stowed in an approximately
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vertical position shall be positively se-
cured when in the upright position, un-
less the design of the system otherwise
prevents unintentional movement.

(h) Hatches shall not be opened or
closed while employees are in the
square of the hatch below.

(i) All materials such as dunnage,
lashings, twist locks, or stacking cones
shall be removed from the hatch cover
or be secured to prevent them from
falling off the cover before the hatch
cover is moved.

(j) When a hatch is to be covered,
hatch covers or night tents shall be
used. Any covering that only partially
covers the hatch, such as alternate
hatch covers or strips of dunnage, shall
not be covered by a tarpaulin. Excep-
tion: A tarpaulin may be used to cover
an open or partially open hatch to re-
duce dust emissions during bulk cargo
loading operations, if positive means
are taken to prevent employees from
walking on the tarpaulin.

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 40944, June 30, 2000]

Subpart F—Vessel’s Cargo
Handling Gear

§1918.51 General requirements (See
also §1918.11 and appendix III of
this part).

(a) The safe working load specified in
the cargo gear certification papers or
marked on the booms shall not be ex-
ceeded. Any limitations imposed by the
certificating authority shall be fol-
lowed.

(b) All components of cargo handling
gear, including tent gantlines and asso-
ciated rigging, shall be inspected by
the employer or a designated person
before each use and at appropriate in-
tervals during use. Any gear that is
found unsafe shall not be used until it
is made safe.

(c) The employer shall determine the
load ratings shown on the vessel’s wire
rope certificates for all wire rope and
wire rope slings comprising part of
ship’s gear and shall observe these load
ratings.

(d) The following limitations shall
apply to the use of wire rope as a part
of the ship’s cargo handling gear:

(1) Eye splices in wire ropes shall
have at least three tucks with a whole

§1918.52

strand of the rope and two tucks with
one-half of the wire cut from each
strand. Other forms of splices or con-
nections that the employer dem-
onstrates will provide the same level of
safety may be used;

(2) Except for eye splices in the ends
of wires, each wire rope used in hoist-
ing or lowering, in guying derricks, or
as a topping lift, preventer, segment of
a multi-part preventer, or pendant,
shall consist of one continuous piece
without knot or splice; and

(3) Wire rope and wire rope slings ex-
hibiting any of the defects or condi-
tions specified in §1918.62(b)(3)(1)
through (vi) shall not be used.

(e) Natural and synthetic fiber rope
slings exhibiting any of the defects or
conditions specified in §1918.62(e) (1)
through (7) shall not be used.

(f) Synthetic web slings exhibiting
any of the defects or conditions speci-
fied in §1918.62(2)(2)(1) through (vi)
shall not be used.

(g) Chains, including slings, exhib-
iting any of the defects or conditions
specified in §1918.62 (h)(3) (iii), (iv), or
(h)(6) shall not be used.

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 40944, June 30, 2000]

§1918.52 Specific requirements.

(a) Preventers. (1) When preventers
are used they shall be of sufficient
strength for the intended purpose.
They shall be secured to the head of
the boom independent of working guys
unless, for cast fittings, the strength of
the fitting exceeds the total strength
of all lines secured to it. Any tails, fit-
tings, or other means of making the
preventers fast on the deck shall pro-
vide strength equal to that of the pre-
venter itself.

(2) Wire rope clips or knots shall not
be used to form eyes in, nor to join sec-
tions of, preventer guys.

(b) Stoppers. (1) Chain topping lift
stoppers shall be in good condition,
equipped with fiber tails, and long
enough to allow not fewer than three
half-hitches in the chain.

(2) Chain stoppers shall be shackled
or otherwise secured so that their links
are not bent by being passed around
fittings. The point of attachment shall
be of sufficient strength and so placed
that the stoppers are in line with the
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normal topping lift lead at the time
the stopper is applied.

(3) Patent stoppers of the clamp type
shall be appropriate for the size of the
rope used. Clamps shall be in good con-
dition and free of any substance that
would prevent their being drawn tight.

(c) Falls. (1) The end of the winch fall
shall be secured to the drum by clamps,
U-bolts, shackles, or other equally
strong methods. Fiber rope fastenings
shall not be used.

(2) Winch falls shall not be used with
fewer than three turns on the winch
drum.

(3) Eyes in the ends of wire rope
cargo falls shall not be formed by
knots and, in single part falls, shall not
be formed by wire rope clips.

(4) When the design of the winch per-
mits, the fall shall be wound on the
drum so that the cargo hook rises when
the winch control lever is pulled back
and lowers when the lever is pushed
forward.

(d) Heel blocks. (1) When an employee
works in the bight formed by the heel
block, a preventer at least three-quar-
ters of an inch (1.91 cm) in diameter
wire rope shall be securely rigged, or
equally effective means shall be taken,
to hold the block and fall if the heel
block attachments fail. Where physical
limitations prohibit the fitting of a
wire rope preventer of the required
size, two turns of a one-half inch (1.27
cm) diameter wire rope shall be suffi-
cient.

(2) If the heel block is not so rigged
as to prevent its falling when not under
strain, it shall be secured to prevent al-
ternate raising and dropping of the
block. This requirement shall not
apply when the heel block is at least 10
feet (3.05 m) above the deck when at its
lowest point.

(e) Coaming rollers. Portable coaming
rollers shall be secured by wire pre-
venters in addition to the regular coa-
ming clamps.

(f) Cargo hooks. Cargo hooks shall be
as close to the junction of the falls as
the assembly permits, but never far-
ther than two feet (.61 m) from it. Ex-
ception: This provision shall not apply
when the construction of the vessel and
the operation in progress are such that
fall angles are less than 120 degrees.
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Overhaul chains shall not be shortened
by bolting or knotting.

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 40944, June 30, 2000]

§1918.53 Cargo winches.

(a) Moving parts of winches and other
deck machinery shall be guarded.

(b) Winches shall not be used if con-
trol levers operate with excessive fric-
tion or excessive play.

(c) Double gear winches or other
winches equipped with a clutch shall
not be used unless a positive means of
locking the gear shift is provided.

(d) There shall be no load other than
the fall and cargo hook assembly on
the winch when changing gears on a
two-gear winch.

(e) Any defect or malfunction of
winches that could endanger employees
shall be reported immediately to the
officer in charge of the vessel, and the
winch shall not be used until the defect
or malfunction is corrected.

(f) Temporary seats and shelters for
winch drivers that create a hazard to
the winch operator or other employees
shall not be used.

(g) Except for short handles on wheel
type controls, winch drivers shall not
be permitted to use winch control ex-
tension levers unless they are provided
by either the ship or the employer.
Such levers shall be of adequate
strength and securely fastened with
metal connections at the fulcrum and
at the permanent control lever.

(h) Extension control levers that
tend to fall due to their own weight
shall be counterbalanced.

(i) Winch brakes shall be monitored
during use. If winch brakes are unable
to hold the load, the winch shall be re-
moved from service.

(j) Winches shall not be used when
one or more control points, either
hoisting or lowering, are not operating
properly. Only authorized personnel
shall adjust control systems.

(k) When winches are left unat-
tended, control levers shall be placed
in the neutral position and the power
shall be shut off or control levers shall
be locked at the winch or the operating
controls.
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§1918.54 Rigging gear.

(a) Guy and preventer placement. Each
guy or preventer shall be placed to pre-
vent it from making contact with any
other guy, preventer, or stay.

(b) Guys. When alternate positions
for securing guys are provided, the
guys shall be so placed as to produce a
minimum stress and not permit the
boom to jackknife.

(c) Boom placement. The head of the
midship boom shall be spotted no far-
ther outboard of the coaming than is
necessary for control of the load.

(d) Preventers. (1) Preventers shall be
properly secured to suitable fittings
other than those to which the guys are
secured, and shall be as nearly parallel
to the guys as the fittings will permit.

(2) Unless the cleat is also a chock
and the hauling part is led through the
chock opening, the leads of preventers
to cleats shall be such that the direc-
tion of the line pull of the preventer is
as parallel as possible to the plane of
the surface on which the cleat is
mounted.

(3) Guys and associated preventers
shall be adjusted to share the load as
equally as possible where cargo oper-
ations are being conducted by
burtoning. Exception: Where guys are
designed and intended for trimming
purposes only, and the preventer is in-
tended to do the function of the guy,
the guy may be left slack.

(e) Cargo falls. Cargo falls under load
shall not be permitted to chafe on any
standing or other running rigging. Ex-
ception: Rigging shall not be construed
to mean hatch coamings or other simi-
lar structural parts of the vessel.

(f) Bull wire. (1) Where a bull wire is
taken to a winch head for lowering or
topping a boom, the bull wire shall be
secured to the winch head by shackle
or other equally strong method. Secur-
ing by fiber rope fastening does not
meet this requirement.

(2) When, in lowering or topping a
boom, it is not possible to secure the
bull wire to the winch head, or when
the topping lift itself is taken to the
winch head, at least five turns of wire
shall be used.

(g) Trimming and deckloads. When
deck loads extend above the rail and
there is less than 12 inches (30.48 cm)
horizontal clearance between the edge

§1918.55

of the deck load and the inside of the
bulwark or rail, a pendant or other al-
ternate device shall be provided to
allow trimming of the gear and to pre-
vent employees from going over the
side.

[62 FR 40202, July 25, 1997, as amended at 65
FR 40945, June 30, 2000]

§1918.55 Cranes (See also §1918.11).

The following requirements shall
apply to the use of cranes forming part
of a vessel’s permanent equipment.

(a) Defects. Cranes with a visible or
known defect that affects safe oper-
ation shall not be used. Defects shall be
reported immediately to the officer in
charge of the vessel.

(b) Operator’s station. (1) Cranes with
missing, broken, cracked, scratched, or
dirty glass (or equivalent) that impairs
operator visibility shall not be used.

(2) Clothing, tools and equipment
shall be stored so as not to interfere
with access, operation or the operator’s
view.

(c) Cargo operations. (1) Accessible
areas within the swing radius of the
body of a revolving crane or within the
travel of a shipboard gantry crane shall
be physically guarded or other equally
effective means shall be taken during
operations to prevent an employee
from being caught between the body of
the crane and any fixed structure, or
between parts of the crane. Verbal
warnings to employees to avoid the
dangerous area do not meet this re-
quirement.

(2) Limit switch bypass systems shall
be secured during all cargo operations.
Such bypass systems shall not be used
except in an emergency or during non-
cargo handling operations such as
stowing cranes or derricks or per-
forming repairs. Any time a bypass
system is used, it shall be done only
under the direction of an officer of the
vessel.

(3) Under all operating conditions, at
least three full turns of rope shall re-
main on ungrooved drums, and two full
turns on grooved drums.

(4) Crane brakes shall be monitored
during use. If crane brakes are unable
to hold the load, the crane shall not be
used.

267



§1918.61

(5) Cranes shall not be used if control
levers operate with excessive friction
or excessive play.

(6) When cranes are equipped with
power down capability, there shall be
no free fall of the gear when a load is
attached.

(7) When two or more cranes hoist a
load in unison, a designated person
shall direct the operation and instruct
personnel in positioning, rigging of the
gear and movements to be made.

(d) Unattended cranes. When cranes
are left unattended between work peri-
ods, §1918.66(b) (4)(i) through (v) shall
apply.

Subpart G—Cargo Handling Gear
and Equipment Other Than
Ship’s Gear

§1918.61 General (See also appendix
IV of this part).

(a) Employer provided gear inspection.
All gear and equipment provided by the
employer shall be inspected by the em-
ployer or designated person before each
use and, when appropriate, at intervals
during its use, to ensure that it is safe.
Any gear that is found upon such in-
spection to be unsafe shall not be used
until it is made safe.

(b) Safe working load. (1) The safe
working load of gear as specified in
§§1918.61 through 1918.66 shall not be
exceeded.

(2) All cargo handling gear provided
by the employer with a safe working
load greater than five short tons (10,000
1bs. or 4.54 metric tons) shall have its
safe working load plainly marked on it.

(c) Gear weight markings. The weight
shall be plainly marked on any article
of stevedoring gear hoisted by ship’s
gear and weighing more than 2,000 1bs.
(.91 metric tons).

(d) Certification. The employer shall
not use any material handling device
listed in paragraphs (f) and (g) of this
section until the device has been cer-
tificated, as evidenced by current and
valid documents attesting to compli-
ance with the requirements of para-
graph (e) of this section.

(e) Certification procedures. Each cer-
tification required by this section shall
be performed in accordance with part
1919 of this chapter, by a person then
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currently accredited by OSHA as pro-
vided in that part.

(f) Special gear. (1) Special steve-
doring gear provided by the employer,
the strength of which depends upon
components other than commonly used
stock items such as shackles, ropes, or
chains, and that has a Safe Working
Load (SWL) greater than five short
tons (10,000 1bs or 4.54 metric tons)
shall be inspected and tested as a unit
before initial use (see Table A in para-
graph (f)(2) of this section). In addition,
any special stevedoring gear that suf-
fers damage necessitating structural
repair shall be inspected and retested
after repair and before being returned
to service.

(2) Special stevedoring gear provided
by the employer that has a SWL of five
short tons (10,000 1bs. or 4.54 metric
