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The HPV test and the Pap test

Screening for cervical cancer with 2 tests, the HPV test and 
the Pap test is approved for women age 30 and older.

If you have a normal Pap test and a negative HPV test, it is 
safe to wait 3 years until your next Pap test.

So….what’s the buzz about getting 
screened every 3-years 
instead of every year?

If you are 30 years or older…AND… 

your Pap test result is normal…AND…

your HPV test result is negative…THEN…

it is safe to wait 3 years before being tested
 again for cervical cancer because your chance of getting

cancer is low.

Now, that’s good news!

1 woman + 2 negative tests = 3 years!

How often should you be screened if you’re 30 
years and older?

If your Pap test is normal and….

you are HPV - then wait 3 years to repeat both tests I

you are HPV + then wait 1 year to repeat both tests I

If your Pap test is abnormal and….

you are HPV - then wait 1 year to repeat both tests I

you are HPV + then
you may need other tests and 
treatment

(BACK)
Facts about HPV and Cervical Cancer

 HPV is a very common virus

 The body usually fights off HPV naturally, but when 
it does not, HPV can cause cervical cancer

 You can prevent cervical cancer by getting regular 
screening tests

 Screening tests can find early signs of disease 
before cancer ever starts to grow

How many women are affected by cervical cancer?

Every year in the U. S., about 10,000 women get cervical 
cancer and almost 4,000 women die from it. But it is the most
preventable female cancer with regular screening tests and 
early treatment

Be sure to schedule other important exams
regularly

Even if you can safely wait 3 years between cervical cancer 
screening tests, remember to visit your doctor regularly for 
general health exams. 

All women should have a regular visit with a health care 
provider to stay healthy.

For information on free or low-cost screenings,
please contact:

Illinois Breast and Cervical Cancer Early Detection Program
Illinois Department of Public Health

Women’s Health-Line at 1-888-522-1282
http://www.cancerscreening.illinois.gov/

or
1-800-CDC-INFO (1-800-232-4636)
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