
INA Section 245 (m) 9/ 10/(1) The 11a/ Secretary of Homeland Security may adjust the 
status of an alien admitted into the United States (or otherwise provided nonimmigrant 
status) under section 101(a)(15)(U) to that of an alien lawfully admitted for permanent 
residence if the alien is not described in section 212(a)(3)(E), unless the Attorney General
determines based on affirmative evidence that the alien unreasonably refused to provide 
assistance in a criminal investigation or prosecution, if--

(A) the alien has been physically present in the United States for a continuous period of at
least 3 years since the date of admission as a nonimmigrant under clause (i) or (ii) of 
section 101(a)(15)(U); and

(B) in the opinion of the 11a/ Secretary of Homeland Security, the alien's continued 
presence in the United States is justified on humanitarian grounds, to ensure family unity,
or is otherwise in the public interest.

(2) An alien shall be considered to have failed to maintain continuous physical presence 
in the United States under paragraph (1)(A) if the alien has departed from the United 
States for any period in excess of 90 days or for any periods in the aggregate exceeding 
180 days unless the absence is in order to assist in the investigation or prosecution or 
unless an official involved in the investigation or prosecution certifies that the absence 
was otherwise justified.

(3) Upon approval of adjustment of status under paragraph (1) of an alien described in 
section 101(a)(15)(U)(i) the 11a/ Secretary of Homeland Security may adjust the status of
or issue an immigrant visa to a spouse, a child, or, in the case of an alien child, a parent 
who did not receive a nonimmigrant visa under section 101(a)(15)(U)(ii) if the 11a/ 
Secretary considers the grant of such status or visa necessary to avoid extreme hardship.

(4) Upon the approval of adjustment of status under paragraph (1) or (3), the 11a/ 
Secretary of Homeland Security shall record the alien's lawful admission for permanent 
residence as of the date of such approval.

8 CFR 245.24

(f)  Decision.  The decision to approve or deny a Form I-485 filed under section 245(m) 

of the Act is a discretionary determination that lies solely within USCIS’s jurisdiction.  

After completing its review of the application and evidence, USCIS will issue a written 

decision approving or denying Form I-485 and notify the applicant of this decision.

(1)  Approvals.  If USCIS determines that the applicant has met the requirements 

for adjustment of status and merits a favorable exercise of discretion, USCIS will approve
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the Form I-485.  Upon approval of adjustment of status under this section, USCIS will 

record the alien’s lawful admission for permanent residence as of the date of such 

approval.

(2)  Denials.  Upon the denial of an application for adjustment of status under 

section 245(m) of the Act, the applicant will be notified in writing of the decision and the 

reason for the denial in accordance with 8 CFR part 103.  If an applicant chooses to 

appeal the denial to the Administrative Appeals Office pursuant to the provisions of 8 

CFR 103.3, the denial will not become final until the appeal is adjudicated.  

(g)  Filing petitions for qualifying family members.  A principal U-1 applicant 

may file an immigrant petition under section 245(m)(3) of the Act on behalf of a 

qualifying family member as defined in paragraph (a)(2) of this section, provided that:

(1)  The qualifying family member has never held U nonimmigrant status;

(2)  The qualifying family relationship, as defined in paragraph (a)(2) of this 

section, exists at the time of the U-1 principal’s adjustment and continues to exist through

the adjudication of the adjustment or issuance of the immigrant visa for the qualifying 

family member;

(3)  The qualifying family member or the principal U-1 alien, would suffer 

extreme hardship as described in 8 CFR 245.24(g) (to the extent the factors listed are 

applicable) if the qualifying family member is not allowed to remain in or enter the 

United States; and

(4)  The principal U-1 alien has adjusted status to that of a lawful permanent 

resident, has a pending application for adjustment of status, or is concurrently filing an 

application for adjustment of status.
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