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Assignments of Payments and joint Payment Authorizations, 7 CFR PART 1404

The purpose of this document is to request an extension of a currently approved information collection on the Assignment of Payment and to Joint Payment Authorizations.

1. Explain the circumstances that make the information collection necessary.

CCC-36, CCC-251, and CCC-252.  The Soil Conservation and Domestic Allotment Act (16 USC 590h (g)) authorizes producers to assign, in writing, FSA conservation program payments.  The statute requires that any such assignment be signed and witnessed.  The Agricultural Act of 1949, as amended, extends that authority to CCC programs, including rice, feed grains, cotton, and wheat.
The regulations at 7 CFR Part 1404 implement this authority by providing for the assignment of cash payments made by FSA or CCC by execution of Form CCC-36 or Forms CCC-251 and CCC-252.  These regulations allow any person who is the recipient of a cash payment from FSA or CCC to assign that payment to a third party.

If a recipient of an FSA or CCC payment chooses to assign a payment to another party, a CCC‑36 or CCC-251 and CCC-252 must be completed in order to identify the assignee and be signed by the assignee to ensure that the assignee is willing to accept the assignment.

CCC-37.  There are no regulations governing joint payments, but this service is offered as a result of public request for this type of payment option.  In order to make program payments payable to a producer and a third party, CCC requires CCC-37 to be signed by the producer entitled to payment to identify the third party, and by the third party to ensure that the third party is willing to accept the joint payment.

2.
Indicate how, by whom, and for what purpose the information is to be used.
The respondents are mainly the producers or individuals.   The information on the CCC-36, CCC-251, and CCC-252 is used by FSA employees in order to record the payment or contract being assigned, the amount of the assignment, the date of the assignment, and the name and address of the assignee and the assignor.  This will enable FSA employees to pay the proper party when payment becomes due.

Form CCC-36 is used to assign payments made under programs administered by a county FSA committee.  Forms CCC-251 and CCC-252 are used to assign payments under all other CCC or FSA programs and contracts.

Form CCC-37 is used by the county FSA office to document authorization to issue program payments jointly at the request of the producer.  It is also used to terminate joint payments at the request of both the producer and joint payee.  This payment option is strictly for the convenience of the producer and is not contained in regulations.

3.
Use of information technology.
The CCC-36 and CCC-37 are available on the FSA website as fillable/printable forms, with instructions also provided.  Carbon sets are available in the county FSA office for producers that do not have internet access, or prefer that the forms be provided to them.  The data collected on CCC-36 and CCC‑37 is entered in the computer and automatically applied when payments are generated.  This reduces the government’s burden because it is not necessary to maintain the data manually.
The CCC-251 and CCC-252 are completed manually at the Service Center.  Those forms are not be available as fillable/printable forms or electronic submissions to the public at this point because the payments that those forms would apply to are paid through the inventory systems in Kansas City, which are not automated systems.  There is only less than 450 of the forms filed in any year and it is still a manual process to apply the assignment to the payment.
4.
Describe efforts to identify duplication.
There is no duplication of data requested on the information collections contained in this clearance.

5.
Describe efforts to minimize burden on small businesses or other small entities.
Information collections forms in this clearance package do not have an impact on small businesses or other small entities.

6.
Consequence if collection were less frequent.
Forms CCC-36, CCC-251, CCC-252, and CCC-37 are only completed when a recipient requests that payment be directed to someone other than the recipient.  If the forms were collected less frequently, payment would be disbursed directly to the recipient.  This strictly provides an added benefit to the recipient.

7.
Special circumstances.

The information collections are consistent with the guidelines in 5 CFR Part 1320.6.

8.
Federal Register notice, summarization of comments and consultation with persons 

outside the agency.
The “Information Collection:  Assignments of Payment and Joint Payment Authorization” notice was published in the Federal Register on April 29, 2009 at 74 FR 19485.  No comments were received.
There was no additional effort to consult with persons outside the agency because the information is collected only upon request of a payment recipient, and the data is not disclosed or reported.

9.
Explain any decision to provide any payment or gift to respondents.
No payment or gifts are provided for any respondent.

10.
Confidentiality provided to respondents.
Information collected is handled according to established FSA procedures implementing the Privacy Act, Freedom of Information Act, and OMB Circular 130, “Responsibilities for the Maintenance of Records about Individuals by Federal Agencies”.

11.
Questions of a sensitive nature.
No information of a sensitive nature is requested.
12.

Estimates of burden.


See attachment of FSA-85-1.

It is estimated that, on average, it will require a respondent approximately 10 minutes to gather and record the information collected on CCC-36 or CCC-37 because the data is readily available.  We used an estimate of $15.50 per hour.

CCC-36 (50,000 respondents @ 10 min. each) = $15.50 X 8,333 hours = $129,162.
CCC-37 (20,000 respondents @ 10 min. each) = $15.50 X 3,333 hours = $51,662
CCC-251 (450 respondents @ 10 min. each) = $15.50 X 75 hours = $1163.
CCC-252 (450 respondents @ 5 min. each) = $15.50 X 37 hours = $574.
Total annual cost to respondents = $182,561.
Total annual burden hours = 11,778 hours.
The number of respondents is based on an estimated count of the number of flags set in the county office name and address file.

13.
Total annual cost burden to respondents or recordkeepers.
There are no capital and start-up costs and total operation and maintenance and purchase of services component associated with this information collection.
14.
Provide estimates of annualized cost to the Federal government.
Forms development, printing and distribution = $4,500 (average cost per form is 9 cents times 50,000 forms – assuming another 35,000 are retrieved from the web site at no additional cost to the Government).

Work hours from County Employees:  10 minutes per response times 70,900 responses = 11,778 work hours times $16.50 (average wage) = $194,337.
Total annual cost to the Federal government = $198,837.
15.
Reasons for changes in burden.
There are no changes to the information collection since the last OMB approval.  
16.
Tabulation, analysis and publication plans.

No publication of these individual collections is intended.

17.
Reasons display of expiration date of OMB approval is inappropriate.
We request approval to not display the expiration date of OMB approval.  The forms are printed in bulk and stored in the warehouse for distribution as needed.  It would not be cost effective to destroy the inventory in three years because of the OMB approval date expiration when nothing else on the form is being changed.

18.
Exceptions to 83-1 certification statement.

The Agency is able to certify compliance with all provisions under Item 19 of OMB 83-I. 

19.
How is this information collection related to the Customer Service Center?

This information collection is available at the Customer Service Center for the respondents to complete and submit to the FSA employees to confirm the agreements.

