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CONFIDENTIALITY PLEDGE

	Conducted by:

Research Triangle Institute (RTI)

	Under contract to:

Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration (SAMHSA)



Assurance of Confidentiality

RTI assures each respondent that the confidentiality of their responses to this survey’s information request will be maintained by RTI and that no information obtained in the course of this activity will be used for any purpose other than the statistical purpose for which it was supplied.  This assurance of confidentiality is required by the Privacy Act and supported by Section 511 of the Confidential Information Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act of 2002 (CIPSEA).  The Confidential Information Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act of 2002 ensures the confidentiality of all information provided is protected under Federal Law and protects the privacy of research subjects by stipulating that all information collected shall be used exclusively for statistical purposes. 

Under the authority vested in the Secretary of Health and Human Services by Title V of the Confidential Information Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act of 2002 (PL107-347), all persons who --
1. are employed by RTI and its contractors and cooperating agencies; and

2. have, in the course of that employment, access to information which would identify individuals who are the subjects of a research project referred to as "National Survey on Drug Use and Health,"

are required to protect the privacy of the individuals who are the subjects of that research by withholding their names and other identifying characteristics from all persons not connected with the conduct of that research.

Agreement and Pledge

I have carefully read and I understand the Assurance of Confidentiality that pertains to the confidential nature of all data to be handled in regard to this project.  As someone who will have access to data from the NSDUH, I pledge that I will not disclose any confidential information obtained under the terms of this contract to anyone other than authorized project staff at RTI or SAMHSA.  I understand that under the Confidential Information Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act of 2002 [Section 513] I am subject to criminal felony penalties of imprisonment for not more than five years, fines of not more than $250,000, or both, for violation of the Act. I have also completed and fully understand the CIPSEA training provided to me.
I further understand and agree to comply with the following confidentiality provisions:

1. Any materials that would permit the identification of survey participants are to be treated as confidential.  These include both hardcopy and electronic records.

2. When confidential records are in use, access to all such records is limited to persons who have signed the project Confidentiality Pledge.

3. Confidential records must be kept in a secured (locked or password-protected) location when not in use. 

4. Information obtained from the data collected or used under this contract may not be released to unauthorized persons.

5. No data, tabulations, or analyses obtained under this contract may be released or used without prior written approval of SAMHSA.  At the close of the contract all data must be returned to SAMHSA.

6. Any breach of confidentiality must be reported immediately to the RTI Project Director. This information will be shared with the SAMHSA Project Officer.
7. Obligations under this agreement will survive the termination of any assignment with RTI.

	Name (Print)
	
	RTI ID #

	
	
	

	Signature
	
	Date


Disposition:  Original to the NSDUH Project File maintained by the Project Secretary.
Revised: November 21, 2007
