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A.
Justification

  1.
The provisions of 19 CFR 19.8 allow, for application by an importer, on CBP Form 3499, "Application and Approval to Manipulate, Examine, Sample or Transfer Goods", to examine, sample, repack or transfer merchandise under Customs and Border Protection (CBP) supervision.  The application is approved by the port director, if it does not interfere with the orderly conduct of CBP business and presents no threat to the revenue.  19 CFR 19.11 provide for the use of CBP Form 3499 as a request for manipulation of merchandise (cleaning, repacking, sorting, etc.) in a bonded warehouse, upon approval by the port director.  Application for abandonment or destruction of merchandise in bond shall be made on Form 3499 under 19 CFR 158.43(a).

  2.
CBP Form 3499 is used as an application to perform various operations on in-bond merchandise while under CBP supervision.  The applications for such procedures are made by importers, consignees, transferees or owners of the merchandise involved and is subject to approval by the port director.  The data requested on the form identifies the merchandise for which action is being sought and specifies in detail what operation is to be performed.  This information enables the port director to determine whether or not approval of the application would pose a threat to the revenue and/or interfere with the normal course of CBP business.  The form may also be approved by the port director as a blanket application to manipulate for a period of up to 1 year, for a continuous or repetitive manipulation.  The warehouse proprietor must maintain a running record of the manipulations performed under the blanket application showing the pertinent information the same as if it was a one-time manipulation.

  3.
This form will be automated as part of the Automated Commercial Environment (ACE).  This automation is planned for 2013.
  4.
The information on CF 3499 is collected only on this form for specific operations and is not duplicated elsewhere.

  5.
This information collection will not have a significant impact on a substantial number of small businesses.
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  6.
If this information were collected less frequently, it would pose a threat to the revenue and interfere with the normal course of Customs business.

  7.
This information collection is conducted in a manner consistent with the guidelines in 5 CFR 1320.6.

 8.
Public comments were solicited through two Federal Register notices dated March 16, 2009 (Volume 74, Page 11124-11125) and on May 27, 2009 (Volume 74, Page 25272).  No comments were received.

  9.
There is no offer of a monetary or material value for this information collection.

10.
There are no specific assurances of confidentiality provided with this information collection.

11.
There are no questions of a personal and sensitive nature.

12. Estimated Annualized Burden on the Public  
	INFORMATION COLLECTION 
	TOTAL ANNUAL BURDEN HOURS
	NO. OF

RESPONDENTS
	NO. OF RESPONSES PER RESPONDENT
	TOTAL

RESPONSES
	TIME PER

RESPONSE

	Form 3499 


	 15,114
	     2,519
	        60
	   151,140
	6 minutes

(.1 hours)


Estimated Annualized Cost to the Public  The estimated cost to the public is $423,192., based on 15,114 burden hours at a rate of $28.00 per hour. 

 13.
Estimated Record Keeping Burden on the Public.  There are no record keeping costs associated with this information collection.

Estimated Capitalization Cost Burden on the Public.  There are no capitalization costs associated with this information collection.

14.
The estimated cost to the Federal Government associated with collecting, analyzing and processing the information is $439,061.  This is based on an estimated 5 minutes spent per response (151,140 responses x .083 hours or 5 minutes)= 12,544 hours multiplied by an average annual rate of $35.00= $439,061.   

15.
There are no changes to this information collection.
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16.
This information collection will not be published for statistical purposes.

17.
CBP will display the expiration date for OMB approval of this information collection.
18. CBP does not request an exception to the certification of this information collection. 

B.        No statistical methods were employed.

