
Executive Order 12919

  
NATIONAL DEFENSE INDUSTRIAL RESOURCES PREPAREDNESS
By the authority vested in me as President by the Constitution and the laws of the 
United States of America, including the Defense Production Act of 1950, as amended 
(64 Stat. 798; 50 U.S.C. App. 2061, et seq.), and section 301 of title 3, United States 
Code, and as Commander in Chief of the Armed Forces of the United States, it is 
hereby ordered as follows:
 

PART VI - EMPLOYMENT OF PERSONNEL

Sec. 601. National Defense Executive Reserve.

(a) In accordance with section 710(e) of the Act, there is established in the Executive Branch a 
National Defense Executive Reserve ("NDER") composed of persons of recognized expertise 
from various segments of the private sector and from government (except full-time federal 
employees) for training for employment in executive positions in the Federal Government in the 
event of an emergency that requires such employment.

(b) The head of any department or agency may establish a unit of the NDER in the 
department or agency and train members of that unit.

(c) The head of each department or agency with an NDER unit is authorized to exercise the 
President's authority to employ civilian personnel in accordance with section 703(a) of the Act 
when activating all or a part of its NDER unit. The exercise of this authority shall be subject to the 
provisions of subsections 601(d) and (e) of this order and shall not be re-delegated.

(d) The head of a department or agency may activate an NDER unit, in whole or in part, upon
the written determination that an emergency affecting the national security or defense 
preparedness of the United States exists and that the activation of the unit is necessary to carry 
out the emergency program functions of the department or agency.

(e) At least 72 hours prior to activating the NDER unit, the head of the department or agency 
shall notify, in writing, the Assistant to the President for National Security Affairs of the impending 
activation and provide a copy of the determination required under subsection 601(d) of this order.

(f) The Director, FEMA, shall coordinate the NDER program activities of departments and 
agencies in establishing units of the Reserve; provide for appropriate guidance for recruitment, 
training, and activation; and issue necessary rules and guidance in connection with the program.

(g) This order suspends any delegated authority, regulation, or other requirement or condition
with respect to the activation of any NDER unit, in whole or in part, or appointment of any NDER 
member that is inconsistent with the authorities delegated herein, provided that the aforesaid 
suspension applies only as long as sections 703(a) and 710(e) of the Act are in effect.


