
SUPPORTING JUSTIFICATION
BRIDGE WORKER SAFETY RULES

1. EXPLAIN THE CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAKE THE COLLECTION OF
INFORMATION NECESSARY.  IDENTIFY ANY LEGAL OR 
ADMINISTRATIVE REQUIREMENTS THAT NECESSITATE THE 
COLLECTION.   ATTACH A COPY OF THE APPROPRIATE SECTION 
OF EACH STATUTE AND REGULATION MANDATING OR 
AUTHORIZING THE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.

This collection of information is a request for an extension of a currently approved 
submission.  FRA has revised the information in this collection – where appropriate and 
necessary – to reflect the most current data, and FRA’s experience over the past three 
years in implementing the requirements of Part 214.

Background

The collection is mandated in Title 49 Code of Federal Regulations, Part 214 - Railroad 
Workplace Safety.  (See also 49 U.S.C 20103 and 49 CFR 1.49).

§ 214.105 Fall protection systems standards and practices.

(c) Safety net systems.  Use of safety net systems shall conform to the following 
standards and practices:

* * * * *

          (4) Except as provided in this subsection, safety nets and net installations shall be drop-
tested at the jobsite after initial installation and before being used as a fall protection 
system, whenever relocated, after major repair, and at six-month intervals if left in one 
place.  The drop-test shall consist of a 400-pound bag of sand 30 inches, plus or minus 
two inches, in diameter dropped into the net from the highest (but not less than 3 ½ feet) 
working surface on which employees are to be protected.

 
When the railroad or railroad contractor demonstrates that a drop-test is not feasible and, 
as a result, the test is not performed, the railroad or railroad contractor, or designated 
competent person, shall certify that the net and its installation are in compliance with the 
provisions of this section by preparing a certification record prior to use of the net.  The 
certification shall include an identification of the net, the date it was determined that the 
net was in compliance with this section, and the signature of the person making this 
determination.  Such person's signature shall certify that the net and its installation are in 
compliance with this section.  The most recent certification for each net installation shall 
be available at the jobsite where the subject net is located.



2. INDICATE HOW, BY WHOM, AND FOR WHAT PURPOSE THE 
INFORMATION IS TO BE USED.  EXCEPT FOR A NEW 
COLLECTION, INDICATE THE ACTUAL USE THE AGENCY HAS 
MADE OF THE INFORMATION RECEIVED FROM THE CURRENT 
COLLECTION.

The information collected is used by railroad personnel when a competent person 
determines that a safety net used for fall protection at a work site on a railroad bridge 
cannot be tested by using the prescribed drop test.  Drop-tests would occur after safety 
nets are initially installed and before being used as a fall protection system, whenever 
relocated, after major repair, and at six-month intervals if left in one place.  When the 
determination is made that a safety net used for fall protection can not be drop-tested, it 
and its basis are recorded on a single sheet of plain paper and retained at the work site for
the period during which the safety net is in use.  When the net is removed or replaced, the
record is no longer required, and may be destroyed.

FRA reviews the record at the work site when an inspection is conducted to determine 
whether the workplace safety provisions in effect meet Federal regulatory requirements.  
The agency uses the information to determine whether a safety net upon which no drop 
test has been made is safe for continued use, and whether the employer is in compliance 
with the applicable Federal safety regulations.  (Note: In the event of an accident where a 
bridge worker is injured or killed, the required record may also be used by FRA to 
provide valuable investigatory details, including the identification of the net, the date it 
was determined that the net was in compliance with this section of the Federal safety 
regulations, and the signature of the person making the compliance determination.  
Although certification records are not required to be maintained by railroads/contractors
in the regulation, railroads or railroad contractors would most likely keep them for 
liability reasons in the event one of their bridge workers was injured or killed on the job.)

3. DESCRIBE WHETHER, AND TO WHAT EXTENT, THE COLLECTION 
OF INFORMATION INVOLVES THE USE OF AUTOMATED, 
ELECTRONIC, MECHANICAL, OR OTHER TECHNOLOGICAL 
COLLECTION TECHNIQUES OR OTHER FORMS OF INFORMATION 
TECHNOLOGY, E.G. PERMITTING ELECTRONIC SUBMISSION OF 
RESPONSES, AND THE BASIS FOR THE DECISION FOR ADOPTING
THIS MEANS OF COLLECTION.  ALSO DESCRIBE ANY 
CONSIDERATION OF USING INFORMATION TECHNOLOGY TO 
REDUCE BURDEN.

FRA highly encourages and strongly endorses the use of advanced information 
technology, wherever possible, to reduce burden.  However, it should be noted that the 
burden for this information collection is already at the absolute minimum of one (1) hour.

The information is documented and retained by respondents.  It is not collected by the 



Government.  The regulation prescribes the simplest manner possible for the 
documentation and retention of the information, i.e., a simple written statement on no 
prescribed form retained at the place where it was prepared. 

4. DESCRIBE EFFORTS TO IDENTIFY DUPLICATION.  SHOW 
SPECIFICALLY WHY ANY SIMILAR INFORMATION ALREADY 
AVAILABLE CANNOT BE USED OR MODIFIED FOR USE FOR THE 
PURPOSES DESCRIBED IN ITEM 2 ABOVE.

The information to our knowledge is not duplicated anywhere.  
 

 Similar data are not available from any other source.
.
5. IF THE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION IMPACTS SMALL 

BUSINESSES OR OTHER SMALL ENTITIES (ITEM 5 OF OMB FORM
83-I), DESCRIBE ANY METHODS USED TO MINIMIZE BURDEN.

The entire information collection burden is already at the absolute minimum.  
Consequently, the burden on small businesses is at the absolute minimum now and 
cannot possibly be made any smaller unless FRA were to eliminate this section of Part 
214.

6. DESCRIBE THE CONSEQUENCE TO FEDERAL PROGRAM OR 
POLICY ACTIVITIES IF THE COLLECTION IS NOT CONDUCTED OR 
IS CONDUCTED LESS FREQUENTLY, AS WELL AS ANY 
TECHNICAL OR LEGAL OBSTACLES TO REDUCING BURDEN.

If the information collection were not conducted or conducted less frequently, FRA 
would be hampered in its enforcement of Federal regulations vital to the preservation of 
railroad worker safety, and human life.  Specifically, without the required certification 
records, railroads and railroad contractors might choose not to take necessary precautions
around railroad-bridge work sites.  When it is not feasible to perform drop-tests, railroads
and railroad contractors might choose and install nets that are not in compliance with 
Federal regulations.  The use of substandard nets or substandard installation of nets could
lead to a greater number of injuries and deaths for railroad employees working at these 
locations.  The required certification records promote safety by providing FRA with a 
means of ensuring compliance with Federal safety regulations regarding fall protection 
for railroad employees.  The most recent certification for each net must be available at the
jobsite where the subject net is located.  This serves as a necessary check on railroads and
aids FRA in its efforts toward the elimination of railroad-related injuries and deaths. 
Also, without this collection of information, FRA would be deprived of a potentially 
extremely valuable investigatory resource in the event that a bridge worker is injured or 
killed on the job.



It should be noted that elimination of the certification requirement would necessitate 
amending a Federal regulation so as to make it less effective and put bridge workers at 
greater risk while they work.  Representatives of railroad employees who would be 
subjected to more hazardous work places would naturally object to such a development – 
with good cause.

7. EXPLAIN ANY SPECIAL CIRCUMSTANCES THAT WOULD CAUSE 
AN INFORMATION COLLECTION TO BE CONDUCTED IN A 
MANNER:

- REQUIRING RESPONDENTS TO REPORT INFORMATION TO 
THE AGENCY MORE OFTEN THAN QUARTERLY;

- REQUIRING RESPONDENTS TO PREPARE A WRITTEN 
RESPONSE TO A COLLECTION OF INFORMATION IN FEWER 
THAN 30 DAYS AFTER RECEIPT OF IT;

- REQUIRING RESPONDENTS TO SUBMIT MORE THAN AN 
ORIGINAL AND TWO COPIES OF ANY DOCUMENT;

- REQUIRING RESPONDENTS TO RETAIN RECORDS, OTHER 
THAN HEALTH, MEDICAL, GOVERNMENT CONTRACT, 
GRANT-IN-AID, OR TAX RECORDS FOR MORE THAN THREE 
YEARS;

- IN CONNECTION WITH A STATISTICAL SURVEY, THAT IS 
NOT DESIGNED TO PRODUCE VALID AND RELIABLE 
RESULTS THAT CAN BE GENERALIZED TO THE UNIVERSE 
OF STUDY;

- REQUIRING THE USE OF A STATISTICAL DATA 
CLASSIFICATION THAT HAS NOT BEEN REVIEWED AND 
APPROVED BY OMB;

- THAT INCLUDES A PLEDGE OF CONFIDENTIALITY THAT IS 
NOT SUPPORTED BY AUTHORITY ESTABLISHED IN STATUE 
OR REGULATION, THAT IS NOT SUPPORTED BY 
DISCLOSURE AND DATA SECURITY POLICIES THAT ARE 
CONSISTENT WITH THE PLEDGE, OR WHICH 
UNNECESSARILY IMPEDES SHARING OF DATA WITH OTHER
AGENCIES FOR COMPATIBLE CONFIDENTIAL USE; OR

- REQUIRING RESPONDENTS TO SUBMIT PROPRIETARY 



TRADE SECRET, OR OTHER CONFIDENTIAL INFORMATION 
UNLESS THE AGENCY CAN DEMONSTRATE THAT IT HAS 
INSTITUTED PROCEDURES TO PROTECT THE 
INFORMATION'S CONFIDENTIALITY TO THE EXTENT 
PERMITTED BY LAW.

All information collection requirements are in compliance with this section.

8. IF APPLICABLE, PROVIDE A COPY AND IDENTIFY THE DATE AND 
PAGE NUMBER OF PUBLICATION IN THE FEDERAL REGISTER OF 
THE AGENCY'S NOTICE, REQUIRED BY 5 CFR 1320.8(d), 
SOLICITING COMMENTS ON THE INFORMATION COLLECTION 
PRIOR TO SUBMISSION TO OMB.  SUMMARIZE PUBLIC 
COMMENTS RECEIVED IN RESPONSE TO THAT NOTICE AND 
DESCRIBE ACTIONS TAKEN BY THE AGENCY IN RESPONSE TO 
THOSE COMMENTS.  SPECIFICALLY ADDRESS COMMENTS 
RECEIVED ON COST AND HOUR BURDEN.

DESCRIBE EFFORTS TO CONSULT WITH PERSONS OUTSIDE THE 
AGENCY TO OBTAIN THEIR VIEWS ON THE AVAILABILITY OF 
DATA, FREQUENCY OF COLLECTION, THE CLARITY OF 
INSTRUCTIONS AND RECORDKEEPING, DISCLOSURE, OR 
REPORTING FORMAT (IF ANY), AND ON THE DATA ELEMENTS TO
BE RECORDED, DISCLOSED, OR REPORTED.

CONSULTATION WITH REPRESENTATIVES OF THOSE FROM 
WHOM INFORMATION IS TO BE OBTAINED OR THOSE WHO 
MUST COMPILE RECORDS SHOULD OCCUR AT LEAST ONCE 
EVERY 3 YEARS--EVEN IF THE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION 
ACTIVITY IS THE SAME AS IN PRIOR PERIODS.  THERE MAY BE 
CIRCUMSTANCES THAT MAY PRECLUDE CONSULTATION IN A 
SPECIFIC SITUATION.  THESE CIRCUMSTANCES SHOULD BE 
EXPLAINED.

As required by the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, FRA published a notice in the 
Federal Register on April 16, 2009, soliciting comment on this particular information 
collection.  74 FR 17762.  FRA received no comments in response to this notice. 

Background

In order to minimize the reporting burden on the respondents, the agency decided to 
instead consult with agency personnel who are intimately familiar with the practices used
by the railroad industry to document the certification of safety nets not subjected to drop 



tests.  These inspectors are responsible for knowing the location of major bridge work 
projects in their assigned territories, and the methods of fall protection being used at 
those sites.  They are able to provide more accurate information regarding the number of 
instances in which this information is prepared and retained than would a small sample of
fewer than ten respondents, most of whom will never have been required to prepare the 
information.

The inspectors reported that safety nets are used at no more than ten locations of railroad 
bridge work in any one year throughout the Nation.  At two of those sites during the past 
three years, nets were used that could not be drop tested.  The estimates of burden and 
cost in items 12 and 13 are based on the absolute maximum number of instances that 
could occur in a year, allowing for the possibility that a few instances could have been 
undetected by FRA inspectors.

9. EXPLAIN ANY DECISION TO PROVIDE ANY PAYMENT OR GIFT TO
RESPONDENTS, OTHER THAN ENUMERATION OF CONTRACTORS 
OR GRANTEES.

There are no monetary payments or gifts made to respondents associated with the 
information collection requirements contained in this regulation.

10. DESCRIBE ANY ASSURANCE OF CONFIDENTIALITY PROVIDED TO
RESPONDENTS AND THE BASIS FOR THE ASSURANCE IN 
STATUTE, REGULATION, OR AGENCY POLICY.

Information collected is not of a confidential nature, and FRA pledges no confidentiality. 

11. PROVIDE ADDITIONAL JUSTIFICATION FOR ANY QUESTIONS OF 
A SENSITIVE NATURE, SUCH AS SEXUAL BEHAVIOR AND 
ATTITUDES, RELIGIOUS BELIEFS, AND OTHER MATTERS THAT 
ARE COMMONLY CONSIDERED PRIVATE.  THIS JUSTIFICATION 
SHOULD INCLUDE THE REASONS WHY THE AGENCY CONSIDERS 
THE QUESTIONS NECESSARY, THE SPECIFIC USES TO BE MADE 
OF THE INFORMATION, THE EXPLANATION TO BE GIVEN TO 
PERSONS FROM WHOM THE INFORMATION IS REQUESTED, AND
ANY STEPS TO BE TAKEN TO OBTAIN THEIR CONSENT.

There are no questions or information of a sensitive nature involved in this information 
collection.

12. PROVIDE ESTIMATES OF THE HOUR BURDEN OF THE 
COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.  THE STATEMENT SHOULD:



- INDICATE THE NUMBER OF RESPONDENTS, FREQUENCY 
OF RESPONSE, ANNUAL HOUR BURDEN, AND AN 
EXPLANATION OF HOW THE BURDEN WAS ESTIMATED.  
UNLESS DIRECTED TO DO SO, AGENCIES SHOULD NOT 
CONDUCT SPECIAL SURVEYS TO OBTAIN INFORMATION ON
WHICH TO BASE HOUR BURDEN ESTIMATES.  
CONSULTATION WITH A SAMPLE (FEWER THAN 10) OF 
POTENTIAL RESPONDENTS IS DESIRABLE.  IF THE HOUR 
BURDEN ON RESPONDENTS IS EXPECTED TO VARY WIDELY
BECAUSE OF DIFFERENCES IN ACTIVITY, SIZE, OR 
COMPLEXITY, SHOW THE RANGE OF ESTIMATED HOUR 
BURDEN, AND EXPLAIN THE REASONS FOR THE VARIANCE.
GENERALLY, ESTIMATES SHOULD NOT INCLUDE BURDEN 
HOUR FOR CUSTOMARY AND USUAL BUSINESS 
PRACTICES.

- IF THIS REQUEST FOR APPROVAL COVERS MORE THAN 
ONE FORM, PROVIDE SEPARATE HOUR BURDEN 
ESTIMATES FOR EACH FORM AND AGGREGATE THE HOUR 
BURDENS IN ITEMS 13 OF OMB FORM 83-I.

- PROVIDE ESTIMATES OF ANNUALIZED COST TO 
RESPONDENTS FOR THE HOUR BURDENS FOR 
COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION, IDENTIFYING AND USING 
APPROPRIATE WAGE RATE CATEGORIES.  THE COST OF 
CONTRACTING OUT OR PAYING OUTSIDE PARTIES FOR 
INFORMATION COLLECTION ACTIVITIES SHOULD NOT BE 
INCLUDED HERE.  INSTEAD, THIS COST SHOULD BE 
INCLUDED IN ITEM 14.

Note: Burden estimates have been left unchanged from the previous submission after 
consulting with the FRA’s chief bridge engineer who is the agency expert for this area of 
Part 214 compliance. 

214.105 - Safety Net Systems

Use of safety net systems must conform to the following standards and practices:

(1) Safety nets shall be installed as close as practicable to under the walking/working 
surface on which bridge workers are working, but shall not be installed more than 30 feet 
below such surface.  

(2) If the distance from the working surface to the net exceeds 30 feet, bridge workers 



shall be protected by personal fall arrest systems. 

(3) The safety net shall be installed such that any fall from the working surface to the net 
is unobstructed.   

(4) Except as provided in this section, safety nets and net installations shall be drop-tested
at the jobsite after initial installation and before being used as a fall protection system, 
whenever relocated, after major repair, and at six-month intervals if left in one place.  
The drop-test shall consist of a 400-pound bag of sand 30 inches, plus or minus two 
inches, in diameter dropped into the net from the highest (but not less than 3 ½ feet) 
working surface on which employees are to be protected.

(i) When the railroad or railroad contractor demonstrates that a drop-test is not feasible 
and, as a result, the test is not performed, the railroad or railroad contractor, or designated
competent person, shall certify that the net and its installation are in compliance with the 
provisions of this section by preparing a certification record prior to the use of the net.  
(ii) The certification shall include an identification of the net, the date it was determined 
that the net was in compliance with this section, and the signature of the person making 
this determination.  Such person’s signature shall certify that the net and its installation 
are in compliance with this section.  The most recent certification for each net installation
shall be available at the jobsite where the subject net is located.

(5) Safety nets and their installations shall be capable of absorbing an impact force equal 
to that produced by the drop test specified in this section.

(6) The safety net shall be installed such that there is no contact with surfaces or 
structures below the net when subjected to an impact force equal to the drop test specified
in this section.

(7) Safety nets shall extend outward from the outermost projection of the work surface as 
follows:

(i) When the vertical distance from the working level to the horizontal plane of the net is 
5 feet or less, the minimum required horizontal distance of the outer edge of the net 
beyond the edge of the working surface is 8 feet.

(ii)  When the vertical distance from the working level to the horizontal plane of the net is
5 feet, but less than 10 feet, the minimum required horizontal distance of the outer edge 
of the net beyond the edge of the working surface is 10 feet.

(iii)  When the vertical distance from the working level to the horizontal plane of the net 
is more than 10 feet, the minimum required horizontal distance of the outer edge of the 
net beyond the edge of the working surface is 13 feet.



(8) Defective nets shall not be used. Safety nets shall be inspected at least once a week 
for mildew, wear, damage, and other deterioration. Defective components shall be 
removed permanently from service.

(9) Safety nets shall be inspected after any occurrence that could affect the integrity of 
the safety net system.

(10)  Tools, scraps, or other materials that have fallen into the safety net shall be removed
as soon as possible, and at least before the next work shift.

(11)  Each safety net shall have a border rope for webbing with a minimum breaking 
strength of 5,000 pounds.

(12)  The maximum size of each safety net mesh opening shall not exceed 36 square 
inches and shall not be longer than 6 inches on any side measured center-to-center of 
mesh ropes or webbing. All mesh crossing shall be secured to prevent enlargement of the 
mesh opening.

(13)  Connections between safety net panels shall be as strong as integral net components
and shall be spaced not more than 6 inches apart.

The respondent universe consists of approximately 612 railroads that have an estimated 
101,000 railroad bridges.  Written certification that safety nets are in compliance with 
safety net standards and practices must be made when it is not possible to perform a drop-
test but at the same intervals when drop-tests would occur.  Drop-tests would occur after 
safety nets are initially installed and before being used as a fall protection system, 
whenever relocated, after major repair, and at six-month intervals if left in one place. 

FRA estimates that the number of respondents (persons or organizations preparing and 
retaining the information) in any given year is three (3).  It is estimated that there will be 
two (2) responses per year from each respondent, or a total of six (6) certification records 
completed per year.  It is further estimated that each written certification will take 
approximately two (2) minutes.  Total annual burden for this requirement is one (1) hour 
(rounded off).

Respondent Universe:

612 
railroa
ds



Burden time per response: 

2 
minute
s

Frequency of Response: twice 
per year

Annual number of Responses: 6 written certification records
Annual Burden: 1 hour (rounded off)

Calculation: 6 written certification records x 2 min.  = 1 hour

Total annual burden for this entire information collection is one (1) hour.

13. PROVIDE AN ESTIMATE OF THE TOTAL ANNUAL COST BURDEN 
TO RESPONDENTS OR RECORDKEEPERS RESULTING FROM THE 
COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.  (DO NOT INCLUDE THE COSTS 
OF ANY HOUR BURDEN SHOWN IN ITEMS 12 AND 14).

- THE COST ESTIMATES SHOULD BE SPLIT INTO TWO  
COMPONENTS:  (A) A TOTAL CAPITAL AND START-UP COST
COMPONENT (ANNUALIZED OVER IT EXPECTED USEFUL 
LIFE); AND (B) A TOTAL OPERATION AND MAINTENANCE 
AND PURCHASE OF SERVICES COMPONENT.  THE 
ESTIMATES SHOULD TAKE INTO ACCOUNT COSTS 
ASSOCIATED WITH GENERATING, MAINTAINING, AND 
DISCLOSING OR PROVIDING THE INFORMATION.  INCLUDE 
DESCRIPTIONS OF METHODS USED TO ESTIMATE MAJOR 
COSTS FACTORS INCLUDING SYSTEM AND TECHNOLOGY 
ACQUISITION, EXPECTED USEFUL LIFE OF CAPITAL 
EQUIPMENT, THE DISCOUNT RATE(S), AND THE TIME 
PERIOD OVER WHICH COSTS WILL BE INCURRED.  CAPITAL
AND START-UP COSTS INCLUDE, AMONG OTHER ITEMS, 
PREPARATIONS FOR COLLECTING INFORMATION SUCH AS 
PURCHASING COMPUTERS AND SOFTWARE; MONITORING, 
SAMPLING, DRILLING AND TESTING EQUIPMENT; AND 
RECORD STORAGE FACILITIES.



- IF COST ESTIMATES ARE EXPECTED TO VARY WIDELY, 
AGENCIES SHOULD PRESENT RANGES OF COST BURDENS 
AND EXPLAIN THE REASONS FOR THE VARIANCE.  THE 
COST OF PURCHASING OR CONTRACTING OUT 
INFORMATION COLLECTION SERVICES SHOULD BE A PART 
OF THIS COST BURDEN ESTIMATE.  IN DEVELOPING COST 
BURDEN ESTIMATES, AGENCIES MAY CONSULT WITH A 
SAMPLE OF RESPONDENTS (FEWER THAN 10), UTILIZE 
THE 60-DAY PRE-OMB SUBMISSION PUBLIC COMMENT 
PROCESS AND USE EXISTING ECONOMIC OR REGULATORY 
IMPACT ANALYSIS ASSOCIATED WITH THE RULEMAKING 
CONTAINING THE INFORMATION COLLECTION, AS 
APPROPRIATE.

- GENERALLY, ESTIMATES SHOULD NOT INCLUDE 
PURCHASES OF EQUIPMENT OR SERVICES, OR PORTIONS 
THEREOF, MADE (1) PRIOR TO OCTOBER 1, 1995, (2) TO 
ACHIEVE REGULATORY COMPLIANCE WITH REQUIREMENTS
NOT ASSOCIATED WITH THE INFORMATION COLLECTION, 
(3) FOR REASONS OTHER THAN TO PROVIDE 
INFORMATION OR KEEP RECORDS FOR THE GOVERNMENT,
OR (4) AS PART OF CUSTOMARY AND USUAL BUSINESS OR
PRIVATE PRACTICES.

Estimate of total annual cost burden to respondents:

A.  Total annual and start-up cost:  

6 pens @ $.39 = $2.34 (consumable in one year)

12 sheets of lined paper @ $.02 = $.24 (assuming an error might be made on first sheet, 
and second sheet is necessary for correction) (paper is a consumable)

Total annual and start-up cost = $2.58 (including capitalization of start up cost of pens 
over their depreciated life using the method of double declining digits).

14. PROVIDE ESTIMATES OF ANNUALIZED COST TO THE FEDERAL 
GOVERNMENT.  ALSO, PROVIDE A DESCRIPTION OF THE 
METHOD USED TO ESTIMATE COSTS, WHICH SHOULD INCLUDE 
QUANTIFICATION OF HOURS, OPERATIONAL EXPENSES SUCH 
AS EQUIPMENT, OVERHEAD, PRINTING, AND SUPPORT STAFF, 
AND ANY OTHER EXPENSE THAT WOULD NOT HAVE BEEN 
INCURRED WITHOUT THIS COLLECTION OF INFORMATION.   



AGENCIES ALSO MAY AGGREGATE COST ESTIMATES FROM 
ITEMS 12, 13, AND 14 IN A SINGLE TABLE.

Estimated annual cost to the Federal government:

a. Cost associated with collecting or receiving the information:  

There is no cost to the Federal government associated with collecting or receiving
the information because the information is only seen if the inspector visits the 
work site at which the information is retained, for the purpose of inspecting the 
safety of the workplace.

b. Cost associated with preparation of this Supporting Justification for Information 
Collection Budget Item:

(1) 72 FRA Track Safety Inspectors @ 15 minutes per inspector every 3 years
= 360 minutes (6 hours) per year at loaded rate of $55 / hour = $330

(2) 8 FRA Regional Track Safety Specialists @ 3 hours every 3 years = 8 
hours per year at a loaded rate of $66 / hour = $528

(3) One FRA Bridge Engineer @ 3 hours per every 3 years = 1 hour per year 
at a loaded rate of $78.00 per hour = $78.00

Total cost to Federal government = $936 per year.

15. EXPLAIN THE REASONS FOR ANY PROGRAM CHANGES OR 
ADJUSTMENTS REPORTED IN ITEMS 13 OR 14 OF THE OMB 
FORM 83-I. 

There has been no change in burden estimate and thus no change in total burden from the 
last submission.  Also, there are no program changes.  The total burden for this collection
of information remains one (1) hour.

Furthermore, there has been no change in cost to respondents from the previous 
submission.    

16. FOR COLLECTIONS OF INFORMATION WHOSE RESULTS WILL BE 
PUBLISHED, OUTLINE PLANS FOR TABULATION, AND 
PUBLICATION.   ADDRESS ANY COMPLEX ANALYTICAL 
TECHNIQUES THAT WILL BE USED.  PROVIDE THE TIME 
SCHEDULE FOR THE ENTIRE PROJECT, INCLUDING BEGINNING 
AND ENDING DATES OF THE COLLECTION OF INFORMATION, 
COMPLETION OF REPORT, PUBLICATION DATES, AND OTHER 



ACTIONS.
There are no plans for publication involving these information collection requirements.

17. IF SEEKING APPROVAL TO NOT DISPLAY THE EXPIRATION DATE 
FOR OMB APPROVAL OF THE INFORMATION COLLECTION, 
EXPLAIN THE REASONS THAT DISPLAY WOULD BE 
INAPPROPRIATE.

Once OMB approval is received, FRA will publish the approval number for these 
information collection requirements in the Federal Register.

18. EXPLAIN EACH EXCEPTION TO THE CERTIFICATION STATEMENT 
IDENTIFIED IN ITEM 19, "CERTIFICATION FOR PAPERWORK 
REDUCTION ACT SUBMISSIONS," OF OMB FORM 83-I. 

No exceptions are taken at this time.



Meeting Department of Transportation (DOT) Strategic Goals

This information collection supports the top DOT strategic goal, namely transportation 
safety.  Without this collection of information, railroad workers might be exposed to 
considerably more dangerous conditions at job sites.  Specifically, without the required 
certification records, railroads and railroad contractors might choose not to take necessary
precautions around railroad-bridge work sites.  When it is not feasible to perform drop-
tests, railroads and railroad contractors might choose and install nets that are not in 
compliance with Federal regulations.  The use of substandard nets or substandard 
installation of nets could lead to a greater number of injuries and deaths for railroad 
employees working at these locations.  The required certification records promote safety 
by providing FRA with a means of ensuring compliance with Federal safety regulations 
regarding fall protection for railroad employees.  The most recent certification for each 
net must be available at the jobsite where the subject net is located.  This serves as a 
necessary check on railroads and aids FRA in its efforts toward the elimination of 
railroad-related injuries and deaths.

In this information collection, as in all its information collection activities, FRA seeks to 
do its utmost to fulfill DOT Strategic Goals and to be an integral part of One DOT.  




