Survey of Former NRC NIST Postdocs

(Greater than 5 Years)



NRC NIST POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH ASSOCIATESHIP PROGRAM EVALUATION

SURVEY OF FORMER POSTDOCTORAL RESEARCH ASSOCIATES

The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) has contracted Westat, an independent research
firm located in Rockville, Maryland, to conduct a survey of the National Research Council (NRC) NIST
Postdoctoral Research Associateship Program. NIST is conducting the study to collect information on the
experiences and satisfaction of former NRC postdoctoral associates who participated in the NRC NIST
Postdoctoral Research Associateship Program. The evaluation data will provide NIST with a better
understanding of how the Postdoctoral Research Associateship Program is being implemented and how NIST
program officers can enhance the quality of the program and opportunities made to future postdoctoral
associates participating in the program.

Participation in the survey is voluntary; your decision will not affect your current or future employment at
NIST. The survey data are being collected by Westat; individual responses to the survey will not be shared
with the NRC or NIST. The information collected will be published in aggregate form only and will not
identify individuals in any reports or presentations.

The survey should take approximately 30 minutes to complete.

Please complete and return your survey within two weeks of receiving it.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Kimberley Raue at Westat at (800) 937-8281,
ext. 3865 or nrcpostdocsurvey@westat.com.

NOTE: This questionnaire contains collection of information requirements subject to the Paperwork
Reduction Act (PRA). Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to,
nor shall any person be subject to penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the
requirements of the PRA, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number. The estimated response time for this questionnaire is 30 minutes. The response time includes the
time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed,
and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this estimate or any
other aspects of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing the length of this
questionnaire, to the National Institute of Standards and Technology, Attn., Susan Heller-Zeisler,
szeisler@nist.gov, 301-975-3111. The OMB Control No. 0693-0033, Expiration Date: 10/31/2012.


mailto:szeisler@nist.gov

BACKGROUND

1.

Our records indicate that you are a former NRC NIST postdoc. Is that correct?

Nttt e | (@n order for us to provide you with the
appropriate survey, please stop here and contact
Kim Raue, survey manager at (800) 937-8281,
ext. 3865 or nrcpostdocsurvey@westat.com.)

In what year did you earn your highest degree?

Oyyy)

In what field is your highest degree? (Please select one answer.)

AGricultural SCIENCES.........c.oveveveveeereeereeeeeeeeeeerereresesesesesesesesesesenenene T
2310) (672 20O T
Biomedical SCIBNCES. .......c.ooveeirveeireeieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et eeest et seenea [P,
CREIMUSIIY. .. vcveveveveveverevete ettt vttt bebes bbb b esesesesesebesenennnes T
COMPULET SCIETICES. ... eeerureeeeireeerireerrreeeeiteeesreeesseeessreeesssseessseens [
ENGINEETING. ......oveeeeeeieieieeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeesesessseessesesesssesssssesesesesesesenes T
HEalth SCIEICES........eveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e reeeereeeeseeeeseeeesesaeeeens [T A
MathematiCal SCIENCES. ........oveeveueeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeseeeeeesenens Lo,
INALUTAL TESOULCES. ....c.vvieeeeireeieeeeeeteeeeeeee et ee e se e e essene s |
PHYSICS. vttt ettt b et s st s s snenans [
Other (please specify on line below) ..........cceeveeeereveerereeseenenns T
Interdisciplinary (please specify on line below) .............ccceunueind [T

Prior to your NRC NIST postdoc, how many professional associations (e.g., American Physical
Society) were you a member of? (Please select one answer.)

INOTIE ...ttt seas s eseereesenseneeaens | |' (Go to question 6.)

Prior to your NRC NIST postdoc, did you hold either of the following leadership positions in a
professional association? (Please select one answer on each row.)

Yes No
a. A volunteer leadership poSition..........c.cceeeveeeeverereeneeedeeaberennnn. [P
b. An elected leadership pOSitioN..........cccceeveveverererererenenas [ [P

Since accepting your NRC NIST postdoc, how many professional associations (e.g., American
Physical Society) have you been a member of? (Please select one answer.)

INODIE..c..veeeeveeeeteeeeteee ettt ee et et ee v ae v eae v s ereenseeaeereeneenne . ' (Go to question 8.)



Since accepting your NRC NIST postdoc, have you held either of the following leadership positions in a

7.
professional association? (Please select one answer on each row.)

a. A volunteer leadership position..........cceeeevvereevverceesescdesecbonnnenns

b. An elected leadership poSition............ccccevevereeeveverenene. - [P
8.  What is your ethnicity?
Hispanic or LatiN0.........covevverererererererirerereeeeeessenennns [
Not Hispanic or Latino..........ceceueeeerererirerereserereressenennens [P

9.  What is your racial background? (Please select all that apply.)



NS 1) OO ;
Black or African American...........ccceeeveeveeeenveeeeennnnen. [P
Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander.................. [
WHIER ..ottt i

RECRUITMENT TO THE NRC NIST POSTDOC PROGRAM

10. At the time you were offered the NRC NIST postdoc position, were you offered any other postdoc
positions?



INO. ettt ettt ettt ettt as s s s rensete s e s eneas | (Goto question 12.)

11. In which of the following career sectors were you offered a postdoc other than the NRC NIST postdoc?
(Please select all that apply.)

GOVEITIMEN . ....veeveeveeeeeeeeeereereeeereseesesesesessesssesseesens ]
ACAARINA. c....eeveeeveeeeteeevee et ene s ;
INAUSHIY c.coereeieeeieceseseissesesessessessss s sssesssssnssesesasanes [P

12.  Was the NRC NIST postdoc your first choice?

Why or why not?




Have you encouraged a prospective candidate to consider applying for a postdoc position at NIST? (Please
select one answer.)

Y Sttt ettt ettt saneaeenne L]
INot yet, but I Would........cooveveieeeeeriiiiireeeeerennnenes [P
No, and I would NOt........cceeverierierieieneeeeeeee e | P (Go to question 15.)

13.  'What would be your primary reason for encouraging a prospective candidate to apply to the NRC NIST
postdoc program? (Please select one answer.)

Availability of interesting research projects..........c.cceeeevenerereninenienesenesesecee [T
Quality of NIST research facilities and equipment...........ccccceceevereeererreerneeerieeennne [P
Ability to acquire or improve research skills and knowledge..........cccccccueevueennennn [P
Level of research autonomy and independence............c.cceeveevuereerieeceesieeeeseeeeeneenns [
Quality of interactions With PEETS.........cceevererierirciereee e ;
Quality of interactions with NIST postdoc advisor or direct supervisor................. [ ]
Existence of an intellectually stimulating atmosphere/culture............cccceceeveeuennen. [F
Quality of WOrking CONAItiONS.........c.ceveveveueeeiererereeeerererereserereeeseseseseseseseseanseneenas [P
Benefits to long-term career GOals..........cocvveereeriereereneenieeeseeee e sseeseesseeseesae e P
Other (please specify on line below) D 10

14.  'What would be your primary reason for discouraging a prospective candidate to apply to the NRC NIST
postdoc program? (Please select one answer.)

Availability of interesting research projects..........cocceeeererenerenienenenenesesescee [T
Quality of NIST research facilities and equipment.............ccoceevereenierieneniensiensiennnen. [P
Ability to acquire or improve research skills and knowledge..........cccccccveevueennennn [P
Level of research autonomy and independence............cccccceeevuevurverenenrcnenencnnene [
Quality of interactions With PEETS.........cceeiererierieiereee e ;
Quality of interactions with NIST postdoc advisor or direct supervisor................. L]
Existence of an intellectually stimulating atmosphere/culture.........c..cccceceeveeuennen. [F
Quality of Working CONAItiONS..........ceevevevererereerererereteeresetesereaeseteseeseeeseseseseseesens [P
Benefits to long-term career GOals..........cocuvevereeriereeseneeneneereeee e esee e seeseesee e P
Other (please specify on line below) D 10

CAREER SINCE THE NRC NIST POSTDOC PROGRAM

15. Did you leave the NRC NIST postdoc program before the two-year appointment was over?

INO. ettt ettt ettt ettt et b e s e beseebe s nneneas | (Go to question 18.)

16. Why did you leave the NRC NIST postdoc program before the two-year appointment was over? (Please
select one answer.)

Found other emMPlOYIMENL.........c.ccevevereviieeerererieeseresessseseesessssesesssssesesesssesesessssess i

Left to accommodate spouse or significant other’s employment...............cceuvun.... N
Other (please specify on line below) D3




17. Including self-employment, have you been employed in any position since completing your NRC NIST

postdoc?
Y Sttt ettt ettt saneaeenne L]
INO. ettt ettt ettt ettt s et et easas s s senseresenseneas | P (Go to question 31.)

18. Including postdoc positions, where have you been employed since finishing your NRC NIST postdoc?
(Please select all that apply.)

INIS T et eee et ee s et seee e e e eeaseeeseseeaseaeeaesseeeeseaseaeeeaseaeeeeseeaees [
Government other than NIST.........cccooiiiiiiciieeee e e [P
K12 INSHEULIOM. v vvvvveeeereenesssnecenensesssseeessssssssessssssssassssssssssaesssssssssasssssnnes [P
Two-year college, community college, or technical institute...........ccc.cccuee.ee. [
Four-year college Or UNIVETSITY.......ccveeeecrereerreeeeriesreesseeeesseeeesseessesesseesssneeas ;
IIAUSITY ..ttt a et ae st et seas st eseas et s esess st etesensaseseseasasenan [ ]
INOE-FOT=PIOFIL. ..ttt ettt st s e e e s bennas [F
Self-EMPIOYEU.....c.cuevererererererereretetetetere ettt ettt ettt ettt et st sserereeseneans [P

19. Including postdoc positions, where were you first employed after completing your NRC NIST postdoc?
(Please select one answer.)

INIS T ettt e et ee e eese s e e eeeeeeeaeeeeeeseeeseaeeee s eeseaseaseaeeeeseaeeeeseeaees L]
Government other than NIST.........cccooiiiiiiiiieece e e [P
K12 I0STIULIOM. c.vvveeteeeeereeieeeeeiereere st eetesteseestesessesensensessensensenessessessesaessesneessees [P
Two-year college, community college, or technical institute...........ccc.cccuee.ee. [
Four-year college Or UNIVETSITY.......ccveeeerrereerreeeerieseesseseesseseesseesseeessesensnenas ;
IIAUSITY oottt t et s et ae st et ses st eseas et esesessseseseseasaseseseasasenan [ ]
INOE-FO-PIOFIL. ..ttt ettt a e s e sesennas [F
Self-eIMPIOYEU.....c.cveveverererererererereteretetete ettt vttt ettt bt s s asereas s eseane I

20. Including postdoc positions, please provide the following information about your first job after your
NRC NIST postdoc. (Please select one answer on each row.)

First job after NRC NIST postdoc | Yes | No
a. This was a full-time poSition............ccceeveverererererennen. Lo Il
b. This was a postdoC POSItion............cceveereverereeevenenen. Lol ;

21. Rounding to the nearest whole number, how many years did you work at your first job?
year(s)

22, Including self-employment, are you currently employed?

INO. ettt ettt ettt et s et as s e s rensetesenneneas | (Go to question 29.)

23. Where are you currently employed? (Please select one answer.)

If your current employer is the same as your first employer, check this box | | and go to question 27.

INIST o eeveeeseeeeesesssessessessss s esses s g
Government other than NIST.........c.ccccvvieueeerirerieereeeeeereeereeereseereeereereeneenes ;
K12 INSHUON. . tvvevveeerveseeenesnaeenesseeeessssesesessesssssessessssassesssssesssssssassssseeees [P
Two-year college, community college, or technical institute...........cc..cccueen.ee. [y
Four-year college Or UNIVETSILY.......cceverrterernieninrientenieeteieeeesie et eeseeeeseeens P
IIAUSETY ..vervteveeriet ettt ettt ettt s et b st sebesese s b e bess s seseseasaseseseanasesan N
INOE-FOF-PIOFIL. ...ttt ettt ee s s sennen Y

SeIf-EMPLOYEU......cveueeeereteeieeteteteeeeetetee ettt st ve s et et easeaeeresensens B



24.

25.

26.

27.

Please provide the following information about your current job.

Current job | Yes | No
a. This is a full-time PoSition..........ccceeveveverererererererenenas I [P
b. This is a postdoc POSItion............ceeevevreeeeveveereerenenen. Lo]h. [P

Rounding to the nearest whole number, how many years have you worked at your current job?

year(s)

Excluding bonuses and other benefits, what is your current salary? (Please select one answer.)

LesS than $50,000............ceveerreeeeeeeereereeeeeeeeeeseeseseesseseesessessessesessesssseseeseseesas L]
$50,000—874,999.......c0eeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeee oottt eaes [P
$75,000-399,999.........cerreireereeeeeeeeee s [P
$100,000-3124,999........eoeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e ee e e ee e eee s s eeeseeaees L
$125,000=3149,999.......c.ouovuieeeeeeeeeeeeeeee et eees [P
$150,000=3174,999........coucvreereeeeeeeeeeeeeesee st snaes [P
$175,000—3199,999........eoverreeeeeeeeeeeee e [ F
$200,000—5224,999.........oovevereereeeeeereeeeeeees s i
$225,000-5249,909........eveeeeeeeeeeeee e ee et se e ee e s s eee e e se e e eeeeeaees [P
$250,000 OF ITIOTC. . veeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeeeeeeseeseeseeeseeasseneeseeeneeesseeesaeesaeeenas [ o

To what extent do you agree with the following statements about your current job? (Please select one

answer on each row.)

Neither
Statements about your current Strongly . . Strongly
. . Disagree disagree Agree
position disagree agree
nor agree

a. I am satisfied with the type of work
I am currently doing...........ccceevevevevererenennns Lo, [...] H;

b. I am satisfied with the
opportunities for advancement at

my current employer...........cceevveverereennnns] T C— L. P [P
c. I have a leadership role in my

CUITeNt Organization..........cevvvevevevrerrerennnn. T L [P [}
d. T am compensated fairly for the
WOTK that T d0....eceeieieeceiieeceeeee s [ ; H;

e. Overall, my career has met my

EXPOCLALIONS. .....cvovecvevereevereesreereseeeeseesesenenees I [...] ;

D4

-
.
-
-

Ds

.
o
.
.

Optional comments:




PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS

28. Since completing your NRC NIST postdoc, to what extent have you accomplished the following
professional activities? (Please select one answer on each row.)

. A A Ver
. e el Not A Minor A Great M
Professional activities Moderate Great
at all extent extent
extent extent
a. Engaged in interdisciplinary research................... | ; [P s ;

b. Pursued a new theoretical direction or
addressed a topic previously unexplored

N your field........oeeveeeveeeeeereeeeeeeee e I — ; [P s H;
c. Contributed to a scientific breakthrough

in your field........coeeeeeereeeeeieeeee e 0 e ; [P s ;
d. Contributed to innovative ideas in your

FIEL. e ee s ssee s eee s eeeeeee] I — ; [P [ [P
0] T L l; I [ ;

f. Advanced within your employing

OTGANIZALION. ..o eenens T — ; [P [ i
g. Achieved your career goals..........cccoevvervrrrerennnnnn. E? ........... Dz D3 D4 DS

Please use the space below to describe any other professional accomplishments you may wish to
highlight or were not included above.




29.

During the past five years, how often have you engaged in the following professional activities?
(Please select one answer on each row.)

Professional activities None

Once

Two or
three times

Four or
five times

Six or
more
times

. Organized a seminar or workshop on

YOUT TSEAICH AIa.....cevevevereemereererienerieerieerreneenens Lodhs
. Lectured at a host inStitution............cccccveveveveneennn.s R
. Presented your research in your own
lab/department at your organization.................... B.l .......
. Presented your research in another
lab/department at your organization..................... L.
. Presented your research at a national
IMECLIIEG...e.vveceeeeeevereeeeeeeseteseseseseeesesesessssteseseseaenees I
. Presented your research at an
international MEetNg.............cocvevevevererrereneeenennnnns I
. Authored or co-authored a paper in a
peer-reviewed journal.........cccceccevenveeneniienenneenne. [
. Authored or co-authored a book chapter.............. E} .......
i. Authored or co-authored a book ........ccccccvveuneene. E} .......

j. Authored or co-authored a technical
TEPOT . .veveveveeveeeeeeeseeereeesesesesesesesesesesesesesssesssesesesns i

. Received competitive funding for your

TESLATCH. ...ttt Ll

. Received a Patent .............coceeevevevevereeeverenerenenenennns L],
. Received a professional award related to

YOUTL T@SEAICH. .......vveveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e Lo
. Developed a prototype or marketable

PIOAUCE. c..vcvvvevveveveteeeee ettt ee s [
. Assumed a role as a group leader (e.g.,

technical group leader)........ccccceveeverveencneeneneenn. Q.l .......

. Assumed a management position in your
organization (e.g., division head)............ccceevnven L

. Served formally or informally as a mentor
to others at your organization..............ccccecveeueeneen. Q.‘ .......

. Other professional activity(please specify
ON [iN@ BLIOW): ... [

D3
D3
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Optional comments:

ADDITIONAL COMMENTS

30. Please provide any additional feedback about the NRC NIST postdoc program you have in the box
below.




