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SURVEY OF APPLICANTS OF THE NRC NIST POSTDOCTORAL
RESEARCH ASSOCIATESHIP PROGRAM

The National Institute of Standards and Technology (NIST) has contracted Westat, an independent research
firm located in Rockville, Maryland, to conduct a survey of the National Research Council (NRC) NIST
Postdoctoral Research Associateship Program. NIST is conducting the study to collect information on current
professional activities and experiences of applicants of the NRC Research Associateship Program at NIST.
The collection of the evaluation assessment data will provide NIST with a better understanding of the
professional pursuits and activities of applicants to the NRC NIST Postdoctoral Research Associateship
Program.

Participation in the survey is voluntary; your decision will not affect your current or future employment at
NIST. The survey data are being collected by Westat; individual responses to the survey will not be shared
with the NRC or NIST. The information collected will be published in aggregate form only and will not
identify individuals in any reports or presentations.

The survey should take approximately 30 minutes to complete.

Please complete and return your survey within two weeks of receiving it.

If you have any questions or comments, please contact Kimberley Raue at Westat at (800) 937-8281,
ext. 3865 or nrcpostdocsurvey@westat.com.

NOTE: This questionnaire contains collection of information requirements subject to the Paperwork
Reduction Act (PRA). Notwithstanding any other provisions of the law, no person is required to respond to,
nor shall any person be subject to penalty for failure to comply with, a collection of information subject to the
requirements of the PRA, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB Control
Number. The estimated response time for this questionnaire is 30 minutes. The response time includes the
time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed,
and completing and reviewing the collection of information. Send comments regarding this estimate or any
other aspects of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing the length of this
questionnaire, to the National Institute of Standards and Technology, Attn., Susan Heller-Zeisler,
szeisler@nist.gov, 301-975-3111. The OMB Control No. is 0693-0033, which expires on 10/31/2012.
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BACKGROUND

1. Our records indicate that you applied for an NRC postdoc position at NIST. Is that correct?

2. Inwhat year did you earn your highest degree?

Oyyy)

P (@n order for us to provide you with the
appropriate survey, please stop here and contact
Kim Raue, survey manager at (800) 937-8281, ext.
3865 or nrcpostdocsurvey@westat.com.)

3.  In what field is your highest degree? (Please select one answer.)

(O] T] 1010 2SR
COIMPULET SCIENCES. ...cccuverreerurerreenreeeeeneeenreeneessreeseenane
ENgineering........ccoecoveeriieennieerniieeeieeerieeeeeee e s
Health SCIENCES......ccceirieriieeieeiterieeeeeie et eae e
Mathematical SCIENCES.......ccccueveererererereneneneeneeeeeeneen
Natural reSOUTICES........ccervuerrerienrenienieeienieeeesreeeesieeeenne
PRYSICS. c.veveeieieeteiteete ettt

Other (please specify on line below)

Interdisciplinary (please specify on line below)

4.  Prior to applying for the NRC NIST postdoc position, how many professional associations
(e.g., American Physical Society) were you a member of? (Please select one answer.)

INODIE ...ttt ettt st et aensesnenens | |' (Go to question 6.)
OBttt ettt sttt et sae e ens [P
TWO. ettt ettt ettt b et a e eaene s [P
TRICO. ..ottt ettt saesaens ]
FOUL OF TNIOTC.......ooeeeveeeereeeereeeeteeeereereve oo ereneerenserenseneenns ;

5.  Prior to applying for the NRC NIST postdoc position, did you hold either of the following leadership

positions in a professional association? (Please select one answer on each row.)

Yes No
a. A volunteer leadership position........c.c.ceeevevevererererenenne EP. ....... Dz
b. An elected leadership position..........ccccceveeccerecncnee E}. ....... Dz






Since applying for the NRC NIST postdoc position, how many professional associations (e.g., American
Physical Society) have you been a member of? (Please select one answer.)

INODIE...veeeeteeeeteeeeteet ettt ettt e v e et e v s re et e eaeeaeeaeenne . ' (Go to question 8.)
OBttt sttt sttt et et a e s e ens [P
WOttt ettt s et et ss et et et e st sassatenesaesaens H;
TRICC....vieeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeteeee ettt ereneen L
FOUL OF TNOTC......vovivieieeinieeeeeeeeeeee et [P

6.  Since applying for the NRC NIST postdoc position, have you held either of the following leadership
positions in a professional association? (Please select one answer on each row.)

Yes No

a. A volunteer leadership position..........cccceeivveiruennnee. EP. ....... DZ

b. An elected leadership poSition..........cccoceeeececerrcncace .1 ........ DZ
7. What is your ethnicity?

HisSpanic or Latino........c.c.ceeeeveverereeeereeeveeeeesereeeseeneas L

Not Hispanic or Latino..........ccceveveveierreerenrensnsnererenens [P
8.  What is your racial background? (Please select all that apply.)

American Indian or Alaska Native............ccccceeeeurneennn. [

ASIALL .ttt [P

Black or African American.........c.ccovveeevvvrveeeeeeeeennnn. D3

Native Hawaiian or Other Pacific Islander.................. D“

WWHE. e eeee e e esee e ensaeeeeenan ;

APPLYING TO THE NRC NIST POSTDOC PROGRAM

9. At the time you applied for the NRC NIST postdoc position, did you apply for any other postdoc

positions?
Y Sttt ettt sttt et a et et et et et e e saesaneneenne [
IOttt ettt et ere oo et ens s e ereereeneeneeane | (Go to question 14.)

10. In which of the following career sectors did you apply for a postdoc position other than the NRC NIST
postdoc? (Please select all that apply.)

GOVEITIMENL......ceveveeeeeeeeereeeereneeneeeresereseeseessessesssesseenees ]
ACAACINIA. c..eeeeeeeeeeeeieeeeeeeeeeeeeee ettt [P
INAUSITY ottt nenen P

11.  Were you offered a postdoc position?

B U N

INO. ettt ettt ettt et s et as s e s rensetesenneneas | (Go to question 14.)



12.

In which of the following career sectors were you offered a postdoc? (Please select all that apply.)

GOVEITIMENL......ceviveieeeeeeereneeneeeeeneeeeereereseeseessesresseesseesns [
ACAACINA. ..ottt ene s [P
INAUSITY oottt teve et nenes [P

CAREER SINCE APPLYING FOR THE NRC NIST POSTDOC PROGRAM

13.

14.

15.

16.

17.

Including self-employment, have you been employed at any job since applying to the NRC NIST
postdoc program?

Y Sttt sttt ettt ettt saeene e [

INO Lttt P (You have completed the survey. Thank you for
participating in the study.)

Including postdoc positions, where have you been employed since applying for the NRC NIST postdoc
position? (Please select all that apply.)

K12 ISEEUTIOM. e eesees e eeeeeesesseeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeseeeseeseeeseseeeeaens L]
Two-year college, community college, or technical institute...........ccc.cccuee.ee. [P
Four-year college Or UNIVETSIY.......cceeverierieeriereerieseesieneesieeeesseeseeessneesnneeens [P
INIS T et eee et ee s et seee e e e eeaseeeseseeaseaeeaesseeeeseaseaeeeaseaeeeeseeaees [P
Government other than NIST.........cccooiioiiicieeeeeeee e e [P
IIAUSETY ..ottt ettt ettt ettt s et s s seas st esese s b e bese s seseseasasesessanasesan [P
INOE-FO-PIOFIL. ...ttt ettt et a ettt be s bennen [F
SeIf-EMPLOYEU......cveveeeeereteeieeteteeeee ettt s et et asereeveesensens [P

Including postdoc positions, where was your first job after applying for the NRC NIST postdoc position?
(Please select one answer.)

K12 ISEEUTIOMN. e eeeeeseeeeeeeeeeeseseeseeeeeeeeeeeaeeeseeeseeeeeeseeseeeaens [
Two-year college, community college, or technical institute...........ccc.cccuee.ee. N
Four-year College OF UNIVEISILY........ccoveverevereeeeeerereeeerereeeeseseseseseseeseeseseseeseas [P
INIS T et e et ee e eeee s e e e eeeeeeaeeeeeesee st aeeas s eeseesseseaeeeeseaeeeeseeaees [
Government other than NIST..........ccooiiiiiiiiiieece e e [P
IIAUSEEY ottt ettt ettt ettt b et s et as s s esess s s esess s seseseasasesessanasesan [P
INOE-FOF-PIOFIL. ..ttt ettt ettt a et s et en s ebeanen [F
SeIf-EMPLOYEU......cveeieeeereteeieeteteeeeete ettt ettt s st e s s eneereesensens [P

Including postdoc positions, please provide the following information about your first job after applying
for the NRC NIST postdoc position. (Please select one answer on each row.)

First job | Yes | No
a. This was a full-time position...........ccecceverevererneennnen. .1 ....... DZ
b. This was a postdoc pPOSItion..........ccceeeeveereerveerernuenes .1 ...... Dz

Rounding to the nearest whole number, how many years did you work at your first job?

year(s)



Including postdoc positions, where was your second job after applying for the NRC NIST postdoc position?
(Please select one answer.)

If your second employer is the same as your first employer, check this box || and go to question 26.

K12 INSEEUEOM. e e eeeeeeseeseeeeseeeeseeeseneseseeeeaesesseeeaens T
Two-year college, community college, or technical institute............ccccceueen. [P
Four-year college Or UNIVETSILY......ccceeerreereenienienientesienteieetesieeseeeeeee e [P
INIST o oeveeermeeeesesssee s essessss e sesses s L]
Government other than NIST...........ccccvvieeieririereeereereeereeereeeeseerereereereeneenns ;
IIAUSITY ottt ettt ettt s et sttt ses s et eseaeesesesesssesesesensaseseseassenan [ ]
INOE-FOF-PIOFIL. ... vttt ettt ettt s e eesesesenen [F
Self-eIMPIOYEU.....c.cveviverererererereretetetetetete ettt ettt ettt st sttt s ereaseseaeane I

18. Including postdoc positions, please provide the following information about your second job after
applying to the NRC NIST postdoc position. (Please select one answer on each row.)

Second job | Yes | No
a. This was a full-time position............cceceeververveeeneennen. .1 ...... DZ
b. This was a postdoC POSItion...........cceeeevververeereerrennnns .1 ..... DZ

19. Rounding to the nearest whole number, how many years did you work at your second job?

year(s)

20. Including self-employment, are you currently employed?

YOSttt ettt ettt r et re s ereeneen ]

INO. ettt ettt ettt s et e st reasetes s eneas |} (Go to question 28.)

21. Including postdoc positions, where are you currently employed? (Please select one answer.)

If your current employer is the same as your second employer, check this box | ] and go to question 26.

K12 INSEEUEOM. ..o eeeeeeseesee e seeees e eeeseseseeseeeeesesseeeaees T
Two-year college, community college, or technical institute...........ccc.cccuee.ee. N
Four-year college Or UNIVETSILY......ccceeerrtereenieneenieneenienteiestesieestee e [P
INIS T ettt e e e e e eee et aeeeeeeseeaeeaeeee s seeeeseaeeeeeeseaeeeeseeaees [
Government other than NIST.........ccoevivevuivirereeeetetee et ereeeeseseeereseaesnees ;
IIAUSEEY ottt ettt ettt ettt ettt ees b seas s b esese s s ebess s seseseasasesessanasesan [ ]
INOE-FOF-PIOFIL. ...ttt ettt ettt s et eesenesenen [F
SeIf-EMPLOYEU......cveeieeeereteeieeteteeeeete ettt ettt s st e s s eneereesensens [P

22. Please provide the following information about your current job.

Current job | Yes | No
a. This is a full-time POSItiON..........ccevevevevererereieieieineed 3 ....... DZ
b. This is a postdoC POSItion..........cccceveeveseeceereeeveennns .1 ...... DZ

23. Rounding to the nearest whole number, how many years have you worked at your current job?

year(s)



Excluding bonuses and other benefits, what is your current salary? (Please select one answer.)

LesS than $50,000............oeveeereeeeeeeeeeereeeeeeeeeseeseseesseseesessseessesessessesseseeneseeses [
$50,000-874,999......eeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e eeee e e e e ree s re e eeseeaens [P
$75,000-599,999.......c0eeveerieereeeeee ettt eaes [P
$100,000=3124,999.......c.ocoveeereeeeeeeeeeeeee e ee et ees [
$125,000—5149,999.......c.ouvuiereeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeees e eaes [P
$150,000—83174,999........eoveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e seee e [ ]
$175,000=5199,999........eveeeeeeeeeeeeeeeeee e ee e eee e seeaees LT
$200,000-5224,909.........veeeeeeeeeeeeee et st e e ee et e eeee e e s eeeeeenees L]
$225,000-5249,909. ..o veeeeeeeeeeeee et e et et e e see e see e e eeeeeaees [P
$250,000 OF INOTE. .....cveevereerereerereerereereseeseseeseseseseseseseesessesesseseseeseeseeseeseeseens [ o

24. To what extent do you agree with the following statements about your current job? (Please select one
answer on each row.)

Strongl Neither Strongl
Statements about your current job . gy Disagree disagree Agree gly
disagree agree
nor agree

a. I am satisfied with the type of work
I am currently doing...........ccccevveveruerevuennnn. Ql. ................ QZ D3 D“ DS

b. T am satisfied with the
opportunities for advancement at

my current eémMployer.............ccevruevruevnenn. Q% ................. DZ D3

4

2l

c. Thave aleadership role in my
current Organization...............cceeveevevervnensd I E— ; I [ ]
d. Tam compensated fairly for the D

4

Ll

4

o

WOTK that T d0... e Q% ................. DZ D3
e. Overall, my career has met my

[]
[]
[]
EXPCCEALIONS ..o oeeeeeeeeseeoe e seeeeeeeee T ; [ ]

4

2l

L

Optional comments:




PROFESSIONAL ACCOMPLISHMENTS

25.

To what extent have you accomplished the following professional activities in your career? (Please
select one answer on each row.)

. Contributed to innovative ideas in your

. Advanced within your employing
OFGANIZALION. ......vevecveveree et senaeseraeeed Ll

. Achieved your career goals.........c.cocvererererercrerennen .1 .....

=

=

4

4

[]
[]
[]
[]
[]
[ ]

. A A Very
Professional activities Not A Minor Moderate A Great Great
at all extent extent
extent extent
a. Engaged in interdisciplinary research................... 0 ; ; [ ] I
. Pursued a new theoretical direction or
addressed a topic previously unexplored
N yOUr field......ovovevieeeerececeee s I — ; ; ¢ ;
. Contributed to a scientific breakthrough
in your field........ccoceeeeereeiereeeeeee e E} ........... D2 D3 4 5

o

ar

ar

00 0O OO

Please use the space below to describe any other professional accomplishments you may wish to
highlight or were not included above.




During the past five years, how often have you engaged in the following professional activities? If you
completed a postdoc fewer than five years ago, please answer for the time since completing your
postdoc. Please limit your answers to professional activities that occurred after your Ph.D. program.
(Please select one answer on each row.)

Six or
. . el Two or Four or
Professional activities None Once . . . more
three times | five times .
times
a. Organized a seminar or workshop on

YOUT FeSEAICH @rea.....vevvveererereeererererereeeserererens .1 .............
b. Lectured at a host institution.........c..ccccecerveevennene El .............

c. Presented your research in your own
lab/department at your organization.................... Q} .............

d. Presented your research in another
lab/department at your organization.................... Q} .............

e. Presented your research at a national
IMEETING...vvevevevererererererererererererererenerererereresenenenes E}. ............

f. Presented your research at an

international Meeting..........cccveevvevevererereerenerereenens Q} .............
g. Authored or co-authored a paper in a

peer-reviewed journal.........c.ccccoeeerecerenenienennennns .1 .............
h. Authored or co-authored a book chapter............. E.l .............
i. Authored or co-authored a book ...........cccceueuend 1 .............

j. Authored or co-authored a technical
V<] 0 1074 SOOI E} .............

k. Received competitive funding for your

FCICE: (o o AT .1 .............

I. Received a patent ........c.ceceveveeruenieneeneeneeneencecnned 1 .............

m. Received a professional award related to
YOUT TESEAMCH.....eeeeeiieieeeieeeieieieieieie e Q% .............

n. Developed a prototype or marketable
PIOAUCE. ..ttt .1 .............

0. Assumed a role as a group leader
(e.g., technical group leader)..........ccceevververvrnnnne E} .............

p. Assumed a management position in your
organization (e.g., division head)...........cccccueuuve. E}. ............

g. Served formally or informally as a mentor
to others at your organization..........c..cecceeevernenne. Q} .............

r. Other professional activity (please specify

0N 1iN€ BEIOW): ....vuurieiiiiieeeieeeeeeeeeeaee .1 .............

ol It e O I !t et e Y e A A ! I I B
g el el Y el e e e e el Y el Y ot Y e e N N e N I N B

ol It e A ! I Y I B
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Optional comments:

26. Please provide any additional comments you have in the box below.
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