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Excerpts from Statutes authorizing collection of data forming basis for Port Series Reports.

Sec. 7. River & Harbor Act of July 18, 1918:

“That hereafter the Chief of Engineers, United States Army, shall indicate in his annual 
reports the character of the terminal and transfer facilities existing on every harbor or waterway 
under maintenance or improvement by the United States, and state whether they are considered 
adequate for existing commerce.  He shall also submit one or more special reports on this 
subject, as soon as possible, including, among other things the following:

(a) A brief description of such water terminals, including location and the suitability of such
terminals to the existing traffic conditions, and whether such terminals are publicly or privately 
owned, and the terms and conditions under which they may be subjected to public use.

(b) Whether such water terminals are connected by a belt or spur line of railroad with all the
railroads serving the same territory or municipality, and whether such connecting railroad is 
owned by the public and the conditions upon which the same may be used, and also whether 
there is an interchange of traffic between the water carriers and the railroad or railroads as to 
such traffic which is carried partly by rail and partly by water to its destination, and also whether 
improved and adequate highways have been constructed connecting such water terminal with the
other lines of highways.

(c) If no water terminals have been constructed by the municipality or other existing public 
agency there shall be included in his report an expression of opinion in general terms as to the 
necessity, number, and appropriate location of such a terminal or terminals.

(d) An investigation of the general subject of water terminals, with descriptions and general 
plans of terminals of appropriate types and construction for the harbors and waterways of the 
United States suitable for various commercial purposes and adapted to the varying conditions of 
tides, floods, and other physical characteristics.

Sec. 8. Merchant Marine Act of June 5, 1920:

“That it shall be the duty of the board, in cooperation with the Secretary of War, with the 
object of promoting, encouraging, and developing ports and transportation facilities in 
connection with water commerce over which it has jurisdiction, to investigate territorial regions 
and zones tributary to such ports, taking into consideration the economies of transportation by 
rail, water and highway and the natural direction of the flow of commerce; to investigate the 
causes of the congestion of commerce at ports and the remedies applicable thereto; to investigate
the subject of water terminals, including the necessary docks, warehouses, apparatus, equipment,
and appliances in connection therewith, with a view to devising and suggesting the types most 
appropriate for different locations and for the most expeditious and economical transfer or 
interchange of passengers of property between carriers by water and carriers by rail; to advise 
with communities regarding the appropriate location and plan of construction of wharves, piers, 



and water terminals; to investigate the practicability and advantages of harbor, river, and port 
improvements in connection with foreign and coastwise trade; and to investigate any other 
matter that may tend to promote and encourage the use by vessels of ports adequate to care for 
the freight which would naturally pass through such ports:  Provided, That if after such 
investigation the board shall be of the opinion that rates, charges, rules, or regulations of 
common carriers by rail subject to the jurisdiction of the Interstate Commerce Commission are 
detrimental to the declared object of this section, or that new rates, charges, rules, or regulations, 
new or additional port terminal facilities, or affirmative action on the part of such common 
carriers by rail is necessary to promote the objects of this section the board may submit its 
findings to the Interstate Commerce Commission for such action as such commission may 
consider proper under existing law.”

Sec. 500. Transportation Act of February 28, 1920:

“It is hereby declared to be the policy of Congress to promote, encourage, and develop water 
transportation, service, and facilities in connection with the commerce of the United States, and 
to foster and preserve in full vigor both rail and water transportation.

It shall be the duty of the Secretary of War, with the object of promoting, encouraging, and 
developing inland waterway transportation facilities in connection with the commerce of the 
United States, to investigate the appropriate types of boats suitable for different classes of such 
waterways; to investigate the subject of water terminals, both for inland waterway traffic and 
more for through traffic by water and rail, including the necessary docks, warehouse, apparatus, 
equipment, and appliances in connection therewith, and also railroad spurs and switches 
connecting with such terminals, with a view to devising the types most appropriate for different 
locations, and for the more expeditious and economical transfer or interchange of passengers or 
property between carriers by water and carriers by rail; to advise with communities, cities, and 
towns regarding the appropriate location of such terminals, and to cooperate with them in the 
preparation of plans for suitable terminal facilities; to investigate the existing status of water 
transportation upon the different inland waterways of the country, with a view to determining 
whether such waterways are being utilized to the extent of their capacity, and to what extent they
are meeting the demands of traffic, and whether the water carriers utilizing such waterways are 
interchanging traffic with the railroads; and to investigate any other matter that may tend to 
promote and encourage inland water transportation.  It shall also be the province and duty of the 
Secretary of War to compile, publish, and distribute, from time to time, such useful statistics, 
data and information concerning transportation on inland waterways as he may deem to be of 
value to the commercial interests of the country.

The words “inland waterway” as used in this section shall be construed to include the Great 
Lakes.”
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