4.D.

Evidence-Based Practices Study

4.D.1.
Implementation Factors Substudy (IFS) Respondent Selection Criteria 
RESPONDENT SELECTION CRITERIA

CRITERIA FOR SYSTEM-LEVEL INFORMANT (project director/administrators):
Project director of the system of care program during the last year of funding, for at least 6 months AND currently involved (at least for the past 6 months) in the children’s service system in the same community (i.e., could be involved in any of the child-serving systems for the same community that the program was serving);

OR

Involved in the system of care program during the last year of funding for at least 6 months at a high-level or mid-level position in children’s mental health (e.g., mental health center director, children’s services director, program manager, supervisor, etc. who reported to or worked closely with project director or project staff) AND currently involved (at least for the past 6 months) in the children’s service system in the same community that the program was serving;

OR

Not involved with system of care program, but in a high-level or mid-level position in children’s mental health (e.g., mental health center director, children’s services director, program manager, supervisor, etc.) for at least the last 6 months of the program AND familiar with the overall service system structure AND currently involved (at least for the past 6 months) in the children’s service system in the same community that the program was serving.

CRITERIA FOR SERVICE-LEVEL INFORMANT (service provider):
Service provider (clinician, therapist, etc) employed by the system of care program during the last year of funding, for at least 6 months AND currently involved (at least for the past 6 months) in the children’s service system in the same community (i.e., could be involved in any of the child-serving systems for the same community that the program was serving);

OR

Involved in the system of care program during the last year of funding for at least 6 months at a clinical supervisory position in children’s mental health AND currently involved (at least for the past 6 months) in the children’s service system in the same community that the program was serving;

OR

Not employed with system of care program, but providing direct services in children’s mental health for at least the last 6 months of the program AND familiar with the system of care program AND currently involved (at least for the past 6 months) in the children’s service system in the same community that the program was serving.

CRITERIA FOR CONSUMER-LEVEL INFORMANT (caregiver/family member or youth):
Had a child receiving services from the system of care program during the previous 12 months of funding 

OR

A youth who received services from the system of care program during the previous 12 months of funding

4.D.2.
IFS Invitation Letters 
INVITATION LETTER – System-Level Respondent

Dear [insert name]:

As part of the National Evaluation of the Comprehensive Community Mental Health Services for Children and Their Families Program (also referred to as the Child Mental Health Initiative [CMHI]), funded by the Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) at the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, the National Evaluation Team (NET) is conducting a special study on the use of evidence-based practices within systems of care. 

What is the National Evaluation study?

The NET’s study approach involves learning about the effects of various factors on the implementation of evidence-based treatments (EBT), evidence-based practices (EBP), and approaches in system of care grant communities funded in 2005 and 2006. Our goal is to better understand system of care communities’ experiences with and perceptions of EBT and EBP implementation factors. 

Our study method involves conducting structured interviews with professionals, consumers, and other constituents to better understand their experiences with and perceptions of EBT and EBP implementation factors. Three key constituents from each selected community that has received funding from CMHS to develop systems of care will be asked to complete the survey:

1. A system-level informant; the current (or former) system of care project director;

2. A service-level informant; a service provider; and

3. A consumer-level informant; a family member or youth.

The study is designed to examine the effects of various factors on the implementation of evidence-based practices in system of care communities funded in 2005 and 2006. 

What we are asking of you?

As a key member of your community’s children’s service system, serving children with serious emotional disturbance and their families in your community, your help will allow us to better understand the use of evidence-based practices within systems of care. The National Evaluation team needs your help to understand these issues and is interested in your answers to questions related to your community.

This is such an important aspect of the Federal effort to improve community-based mental health service for children and families and gathering information from you, as a key member of a service system, is critical to this mission.

If you are willing to participate or if you have any questions regarding this study, please contact me at the information provided below. On behalf of the NET, I would like to thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Thank you for your time.

(Contact person)
INVITATION LETTER – Service-Level Respondent

Dear [insert name]:

As part of the National Evaluation of the Comprehensive Community Mental Health Services for Children and Their Families Program (also referred to as the Child Mental Health Initiative [CMHI]), funded by the Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) at the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, the National Evaluation Team (NET) is conducting a special study on the use of evidence-based practices within systems of care. 

What is the National Evaluation study?

The NET’s study approach involves learning about the effects of various factors on the implementation of evidence-based treatments (EBT), evidence-based practices (EBP), and approaches in system of care grant communities funded in 2005 and 2006. Our goal is to better understand system of care communities’ experiences with and perceptions of EBT and EBP implementation factors. The NET will share this information with Federal, State and local policy makers as well. 

Our study method involves conducting structured interviews with professionals, consumers, and other constituents to better understand their experiences with and perceptions of EBT and EBP implementation factors. Three key constituents from each selected community that has received funding from CMHS to develop systems of care will be asked to participate in an interview:

1. A system-level informant; the current (or former) system of care project director;

2. A service-level informant; a service provider; and

3. A consumer-level informant; a family member or youth.

The study is designed to examine the effects of various factors on the implementation of evidence-based practices in system of care communities funded in 2005 and 2006. 

What we are asking of you?

As a key member of your community familiar with service delivery to children with serious emotional disturbance and their families in your community, your help will allow us to better understand the use of evidence-based practices within systems of care. The National Evaluation team needs your help to understand these issues and is interested in your answers to questions related to your community.

This is such an important aspect of the Federal effort to improve community-based mental health services for children and families and gathering information from you, as a service provider, is critical to this mission.

If you are willing to participate or if you have any questions regarding this study, please contact me at the information provided below. On behalf of the NET, I would like to thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Thank you for your time.

(Contact person)
INVITATION LETTER – Consumer-Level Respondent

Dear [insert name]:

As part of the National Evaluation of the Comprehensive Community Mental Health Services for Children and Their Families Program (also referred to as the Child Mental Health Initiative [CMHI]), funded by the Center for Mental Health Services (CMHS) at the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, the National Evaluation Team (NET) is conducting a special study on the use of evidence-based practices within systems of care. 

What is the National Evaluation study?

The NET’s study approach involves learning about the effects of various factors on the implementation of evidence-based treatments (EBT), evidence-based practices (EBP), and approaches in system of care grant communities funded in 2005 and 2006. Our goal is to better understand system of care communities’ experiences with and perceptions of EBT and EBP implementation factors. The NET will share this information with Federal, State and local policy makers as well. 

Our study method involves conducting structured interviews with professionals, consumers, and other constituents to better understand their experiences with and perceptions of EBT and EBP implementation factors. Three key constituents from each selected community that has received funding from CMHS to develop systems of care will be asked to complete the survey:

1. A system-level informant; the current (or former) system of care project director;

2. A service-level informant; a service provider; and

3. A consumer-level informant; a family member or youth.

The study is designed to examine the effects of various factors on the implementation of evidence-based practices in system of care communities funded in 2005 and 2006. 

What we are asking of you?

As a recipient of services for children with serious emotional disturbance and their families in your community, your help will allow us to better understand the use of evidence-based practices within systems of care. The National Evaluation team needs your help to understand these issues and is interested in your answers to questions related to your community.

This is such an important aspect of the Federal effort to improve community-based mental health services for children and families that we hope you will take a few minutes to provide your insight about evidence-based practices within systems of care.

This is such an important aspect of the Federal effort to improve community-based mental health services for children and families and gathering information from you, as a family member (youth) receiving services, is critical to this mission.

If you are willing to participate or if you have any questions regarding this study, please contact me at the information provided below. On behalf of the NET, I would like to thank you in advance for your cooperation.

Thank you for your time.

(Contact person)
