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VINELAND SCREENER, 6–12 (VS3)


VSDATE (Today’s Date)
             /                /

Month
Day
Year


CHILDID (National Evaluation ID)

TIMEFRAM (Assessment Period)
2 = 6 months

3 = 12 months


4 = 18 months


5 = 24 months


6 = 30 months


7 = 36 months

VSRESP (Respondent for interview)
1 = Caregiver (child’s caregiver in a family, household environment)


2 = Staff-as-Caregiver (staff person who has acted as the child’s day-to-day caregiver for the majority of the past 6 months)

VSINTV (Who administered interview)
1 = Person providing services to child


2 = Data collector

VSMETH (Method of administering interview)
1 = In person, hard copy


2 = Telephone, hard copy


3 = In person, computer assisted


4 = Telephone, computer assisted
VSLANG (Language version of interview)
1 = English


2 = Spanish


3 = Other

[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Please confirm child’s age in years and month with respondent to ensure that you are administering the correct version of the Vineland Screener. Administer the VS3 if the child is age 6 years up to 11 years AND the VS2 was administered at baseline.]

Today we are going to do the Vineland Screener. We are interested in (child’s name)’s everyday behaviors which help her/him get by in life, what s/he does for her/himself on a regular basis, how s/he’s developing independence and social skills. There are three areas. Communication, which is what s/he is reading, writing, and what kinds of things s/he says. Daily Living Skills, which include any self-help activities that s/he may do, and any cooking, cleaning. And finally Socialization, how s/he gets along with others, what s/he does in her/his free time. 

I want you to know that there are no right or wrong answers. Some of the items may seem too young or too old for your daughter/son. That’s because we need to cover many different items. Keep in mind that we are interested in what s/he usually does for her/himself, rather than what s/he can do; for example, maybe s/he can tie her/his shoes, but does s/he or someone else usually do it for her/him.

[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Read the bolded probe but do not read the unbolded, numbered items. Scoring is based on the items. The probes listed, as well as other questions the interviewer chooses to use, should be used to elicit the information necessary to score the item.]
Section I.
Communication Domain

[CARD #1]

	
	Yes, usually
	Sometimes, partially
	No, never
	No opportunity
	Don’t know

	Speaking:

	Now I’m going to ask you about some of the things s/he says. 

If I ask her/his name and address, what would s/he say? 

How complete would the address be?

	C1.
	States own first and last name when asked. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If states only first name, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	C2.
	States complete home address, including city and state, when asked. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If states only part of address, score 1. The zip code is not required to score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Tell me about some of the things s/he tells you about, 

like what happened at school, what s/he watches on TV. 

How is s/he with detail?

	C3.
	Relates experiences in detail when asked. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: The amount of detail, not grammar and articulation, is important.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What other kinds of things does s/he tell you?

Any stories, jokes?

	C4.
	Tells basic parts of popular story, fairy tale, lengthy joke, or television show plot without prompting.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Reading:

	Now let’s talk about (child’s name)’s reading. 

What grade level do you think s/he’s reading on?

	C5.
	Reads books of at least second-grade level. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Ability is more important than interest.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	C6.
	Reads books of at least fourth-grade level. [NOTE to Interviewer: Ability is more important than interest.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If reading at or above fourth-grade level, score 2 for items 

C7–C11 and go to item 12.]

	What about reciting the alphabet? 

[IF NO] What about singing the alphabet?

	C7.
	Recites all letters of the alphabet from memory. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Letters may be in or out of sequence. If the child sings the “ABC song” but does not say the alphabet, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Tell me some things s/he reads, like common signs, simple stories.

	C8.
	Reads at least three common signs. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, In, Push, Walk. Must be able to read words if seen out of context. If reads 1 or 2 signs, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Who does s/he read aloud to?

	C9.
	Reads simple stories aloud. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, “The Cat in the Hat.” If child does read but has outgrown this activity, score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	[NOTE to Interviewer: If reading on second-grade level, score 2 for items C10–C11 and go to item 12.]

	Writing:

	What kinds of things does (child’s name) write, notes letters, any reports?

	C10.
	Prints or writes own first and last name. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If prints or writes only first name, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	About how many words would you say your child writes from memory? 

[IF DON’T KNOW] Would you say about 20? 10?

	C11.
	Prints or writes at least 10 words from memory. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If prints or writes some words but fewer than 10, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Who does s/he write notes or letters to?

	C12.
	Prints or writes short notes or messages independently. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If child has written at least 3 notes or messages, score 2. If child has written 1 or 2 notes, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	C13.
	Writes beginning letters. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, thank-you’s, postcards, pen pal letters. If child has written and mailed at least 2 letters of at least 3 sentences each, score 2. Do not score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What about addressing envelopes? 

[IF DOESN’T WRITE LETTERS] How about a birthday card envelope? 

What does s/he know about using the ZIP Code?

	C14.
	Addresses envelopes completely and independently. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If child has completely addressed at least 3 envelopes, score 2. If only the ZIP Code is omitted, score 1. It is acceptable to ask someone for the address.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Tell me about the reports s/he writes for school. 

How long are the reports?

	C15.
	Writes reports or compositions. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If the child has written at least 2 reports or compositions of at least 1 page each, score 2. Do not score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D


Section II.
Daily Living Skills Domain

[CARD #4]

	
	Yes, usually
	Sometimes, partially
	No, never
	No opportunity
	Don’t know

	Personal Care:

	Now I’d like to ask you about how (child’s name) takes care of certain personal needs. 

How are her/his toileting skills? 

What about wiping, flushing, washing hands without reminders?

	D1.
	Cares for all toileting needs, including flushing toilet and washing hands, without being reminded and without assistance. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Do not score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	When s/he gets dressed, how is s/he with small buttons, snaps, and you know that little part of the zipper at the bottom of a coat?

	D2.
	Fastens all fasteners, including zippers, without assistance. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Do not score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How is (child’s name) at using silverware? 

Who usually cuts her/his meat?

	D3.
	Uses spoon, fork, and knife competently. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Do not score 1. Child must use knife for both spreading and cutting to score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	When you go out for dinner, who orders (child’s name)’s meal? 

[IF CHILD DOES] How does s/he decide what to order? 

How about reading the menu?

	D4.
	Orders own complete meal in restaurant. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: N may be scored. Includes main dish, salad or vegetable, and beverage. If child cannot read the menu, score 0.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Time:

	If I ask her/him what day of the week it is, what would s/he say? 

How about on the weekend?

	D5.
	States current day of the week when asked.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How is s/he at telling time on a regular watch? 

If it were 20 minutes after the hour, what would s/he say?

	D6.
	Tells time by 5-minute segments. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: On a standard clock, not digital. For example, the child says, “It’s 20 after 2.” If child knows half the 5-mintue segments, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Money:

	Let’s talk about money. 

What does s/he know about the value of all the coins?

	D7.
	States value, in cents, of penny, nickel, dime, and quarter. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If child states value of 1, 2, or 3 of these coins, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What’s the biggest thing s/he’s saved for and bought for her/himself?

	D8.
	Saves for and has purchased at least one major recreational item. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, leather jacket, bicycle, electronic game.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Telephone:

	What about the telephone? 

When was the last time, if ever, s/he made a long distance telephone call? 

What about calling the operator for assistance call?

	D9.
	Uses the telephone for all kinds of calls, without assistance. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: May ask for dialing instructions. If makes local calls but not permitted to make long distance calls because of cost, score 1. N may be scored.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What would s/he do in an emergency? 

How about using the telephone?

	D10.
	Uses emergency telephone number in emergency. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: 0 for operator or 911 is acceptable. The child need not have been involved in an emergency, but must answer correctly when asked, “What number would you call in an emergency?” N may be scored.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Domestic Skills:

	What does s/he do around the house in terms of cooking and cleaning?

	D11.
	Uses stove or microwave oven, without assistance. 
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	D12.
	Prepares foods that require mixing and cooking, without assistance. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, brownies, pancakes, scrambled eggs.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What room other than her/his own does s/he clean? 

Who needs to remind her/him to clean?

	D13.
	Cleans room other than own regularly, without being asked. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, kitchen or bathroom.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Safety:

	There are a couple of things I’m going to ask you about safety. 

What does (child’s name) know about dealing with strangers? 

What if a stranger offered her/him a ride? 

Food or money?

	D14.
	Demonstrates understanding that it is unsafe to accept rides, food, or money from strangers. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Verbalization of understanding is sufficient; the child need not have actual experience with strangers to score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How is s/he with crossing the street alone?

	D15.
	Looks both ways and crosses street or road alone.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D


Section III.
Socialization Domain

[CARD #3]

	
	Yes, usually
	Sometimes, partially
	No, never
	No opportunity
	Don’t know

	Friendships:

	Tell me about (child’s name)’s friendships. 

Who are her/his friends and who’s her/his best friend?

	S1.
	Has a group of friends. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: If the child interacts with others only in a group arranged by another person, score 0.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What about a best friend? 

Does this friend also feel the same way about (child’s name)? 

How often do they play together?

	S2.
	Has a best friend of the same sex. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: The relationship must be reciprocal—must consider each other their friend. If the child had such a friend in the past but does not now, score 2.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Playtime:

	What kinds of games does s/he play and how is s/he at following the rules?

	S3.
	Follows rules in simple games without being reminded.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	S4.
	Plays more than one board or card game requiring skill and decision making. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, Monopoly, Rummy, checkers. If child plays one board or card game, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How is s/he at sharing with friends?

	S5.
	Shares toys or possessions without being told to do so.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Let’s talk about TV. 

Aside from TV shows that are strictly for fun, what are some other things s/he’d watch TV or listen to the radio for, like news, weather reports?

	S6.
	Watches television or listens to radio for news independently. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Child must independently turn on TV or radio. If child listens to news only for sports scores or lottery, score 1. N may be scored.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Manners:

	Let’s talk about manners. 

You know, like meeting strangers, having conversations. 

What does (child’s name) say when you introduce her/him to a friend of yours?

	S7.
	Responds appropriately when introduced to strangers. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, says “Hi” or “Nice to meet you.”]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What does (child’s name) do to end a conversation with someone?

	S8.
	Ends conversations appropriately. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, “I’ll be seeing you.”]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What does s/he do if the person s/he is talking to starts to look at his watch, yawn?

	S9.
	Responds to hints or indirect cues in conversation. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, realizing that several yawns may mean, “I want you to leave now.” The child must respond in an appropriate manner.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How is (child’s name) at apologizing? 

What would s/he do if s/he stepped on your foot by mistake?

	S10.
	Apologizes for unintentional mistakes.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What would s/he do if s/he blamed someone for something and then later found out it wasn’t their fault?

	S11.
	Apologizes for mistakes or errors in judgment. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, “I’m sorry I said you took my book when you didn’t.”]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Sensitivity to Others:

	How about her/his sensitivity to people’s feelings, if s/he saw someone with an unusual handicap, for example?

	S12.
	Refrains from asking questions, making statements, or doing things that might embarrass or hurt others. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, “That’s ugly” or staring.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	Whose birthdays does s/he remember? 

What does s/he do when it’s someone’s birthday?

	S13.
	Remembers birthdays or anniversaries of immediate family members and special friends. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Child must keep track of the occasion and greet the person appropriately on that day, but need not buy a gift. If child remembers only family members or only friends, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	How does (child’s name) talk about her/his feelings? 

[Ask about each feeling.] What about if s/he’s sad? 

Angry? Happy? Afraid?

	S14.
	Labels happiness, sadness, fear, and anger in self. [NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For example, says, “I’m sad.” Child must verbally express all 4 feelings to score 2. If child verbally expresses 1, 2, or 3 of them, score 1.]
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D

	What happens if s/he is told s/he can’t do something s/he really wants to do? 

What does s/he do if someone hurts her/his feelings?

	S15.
	Controls anger or hurt feelings when denied own way.
	2
	1
	0
	N
	D


*Developed by Sparrow, Balla & Cicchetti, 1984



2 = Yes, usually


1 = Sometimes, partially


0 = No, never


N = No opportunity


D = Don’t know
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For all variables and data elements:
666 = Not Applicable
999 = Missing

777 = Refused
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