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Delinquency Survey, Revised (DS–R)
Delinquency Survey, Revised (DS–R)
The DS–R gathers information reported by youth about their contacts with law enforcement and other delinquent behavior. The questionnaire consists of 28 questions that assess the youth’s destructive and violent behavior toward others in the community and contact with law enforcement, including involvement with criminal offenses, arrests, and probation.

Analysis of 149 completed DS–Rs submitted by communities initially funded in 2002–03 revealed high internal consistency on DS–R items measuring the frequency and type of delinquent behavior in the past 6 months (Cronbach’s alpha = .86).
DELINQUENCY SURVEY, REVISED (DS–R)
DSRDATE (Today’s date)
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Month
Day
Year
CHILDID (National evaluation ID)

TIMEFRAM (Assessment period)
1 = Intake

2 = 6 months


3 = 12 months


4 = 18 months


5 = 24 months

DSRINTV (Who administered interview)
1 = Person providing services to child

2 = Data collector

DSRMETH (Method of administering interview)
1 = In person, hard copy


2 = Telephone, hard copy


3 = In person, computer assisted


4 = Telephone, computer assisted

DSRLANG (Language version of interview)
1 = English

2 = Spanish


3 = Other

Now I’d like to ask you about some things you may have done in the past 6 months. Some will not apply to you, but these are standard questions we ask everyone. I’d like to repeat that your answers are confidential and will not be connected to your name.
[CARD]   [TIMELINE]

	
	
	No times
	1 time
	2–5 times
	6–10 times
	More than 10 times

	In the past 6 months, how many times have you . . .

	1.
	been in trouble with the police for skipping school?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	2.
	been in trouble with the police for running away?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	3.
	taken something from a store without paying for it?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	4.
	been a bully or threatened other people without use of a weapon?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	5.
	participated in gang activities that involved doing things that are against the law?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	6.
	been so loud or rowdy in public that you got in trouble with the law?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	7.
	been so out of your parents’/caregivers’ control that the police needed to get involved?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	8.
	purposely damaged or destroyed (other than with fire) property that did not belong to you?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	8a.
[IF DAMAGED PROPERTY] Please describe what kind of damage you did:


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________

	9.
	hit someone or got into a physical fight?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	10.
	broken into a house or building to steal something or just to look around?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	11.
	bought, received, possessed, or sold any stolen goods?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	12.
	had sex with someone in exchange for favors, gifts, or money?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	13.
	carried a weapon such as a knife or gun, or an object that could be used as a weapon?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	13a.
[IF CARRIED A WEAPON] What type of weapon did you carry and what was the reason you carried it?


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________

	In the past 6 months, how many times have you . . .

	14.
	intentionally set a building, car, or other property on fire?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	15.
	taken a car, truck, or motorcycle that didn’t belong to you?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	16.
	sold, distributed, or helped make illegal drugs?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	17.
	threatened someone with a weapon or used a weapon in a fight?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	18.
	hurt someone badly enough they needed bandages or a doctor?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	19.
	taken a purse, money, or other things from someone by force or threat?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	20.
	been physically cruel to animals?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	21.
	forced someone to have sex with you when they did not want to?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	22.
	In the past 6 months, have you driven a motor vehicle (e.g., car, truck, or motorcycle)?

1 = No [GO TO QUESTION #23]
2 = Yes

	
	
	No times
	1 time
	2–5 times
	6–10 times
	More than 10 times

	[IF YES] In the past 6 months, how many times have you . . .

	
	22a.
gotten a ticket or citation for a traffic violation (driving too fast, driving through a red light, etc.)?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	22b.
driven a car or motorcycle while under the influence of alcohol or illegal drugs?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5

	
	22c.
had a motor vehicle accident?
	1
	2
	3
	4
	5


	23.
	Have you ever been stopped or questioned by the police or legal authority because you were suspected of committing a crime?
1 = No [GO TO QUESTION #24]
2 = Yes

	
	23a.
How many times in the past 6 months have you been stopped or questioned by the police or a legal authority?

_____ times

	24.
	Have you ever been arrested? By arrested, I mean that you were taken or held by a legal authority because you were suspected of committing a criminal act.

1 = No [GO TO QUESTION #25]
2 = Yes

	
	24a.
How old were you the first time you were arrested?

_____ (age)


[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Prompt if age seems unreasonable, e.g., 1 year old.]

	
	24b.
In the past 6 months, how many times have you been arrested?

_____ times [IF ZERO, GO TO QUESTION #25]

	
	24c.
What were the offenses for which you were arrested in the past 6 months? [Describe all offenses]
[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Record subject’s response verbatim, then code based on arrest categories provided. Prompt if more information is needed to code the arrest charges correctly.]


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


	Arrest codes
	
	
	
	
	
	


	25.
	Have you ever been told to appear in court for something you were suspected of doing?

1 = No [GO TO QUESTION #26]
2 = Yes

	
	25a.
How many times in the past 6 months did you appear in court for something you were suspected of doing?

_____ times [IF ZERO, GO TO QUESTION #26]

	
	25b.
What were the offenses for which you appeared in court in the past 6 months? [Describe all offenses]
[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Record subject’s response verbatim, then immediately code the offenses based on categories provided. Prompt if more information is needed to code the offenses correctly.]


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


	Offense codes
	
	
	
	
	
	


	26.
	Have you ever been convicted (found guilty or adjudicated) of a crime or offense in court? By convicted, I mean found to be responsible for a crime by a jury or judge.

1 = No [GO TO QUESTION #27]
2 = Yes

	
	26a.
How old were you the first time you were found guilty or adjudicated of a crime or offense in court?

_____ (age)


[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Prompt if age seems unreasonable, e.g., 1 year old.]

	
	26b.
In the past 6 months, have you been found guilty or adjudicated of a crime or offense in court?

1 = No [GO TO QUESTION #27]
2 = Yes

	
	26c.
What were the offenses you were found guilty or adjudicated of in the past 6 months? [Describe all offenses]
[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Record subject’s response verbatim, then immediately code the offenses based on categories provided. Prompt if more information is needed to code the offenses correctly.]


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


_________________________________________________________________________


	Offense codes
	
	
	
	
	
	


	27.
	Have you been on probation in the past 6 months?

1 = No [END OF QUESTIONNAIRE]
2 = Yes

	
	27a.
Have you successfully followed your probation agreement?

1 = No

2 = Yes

	28.
	[IF GREATER THAN ZERO TO #24b OR #25a, OR YES TO #26b OR #27] During the past 6 months, as a result of your contact with law enforcement (e.g., police, truant officers, court, judge), which of the following did you do? [Select all that apply]
1 = Met with a probation officer or other person representing the juvenile justice system

2 = Met with or talked to a mentor

3 = Attended crime prevention class or program

4 = Received mental health services

5 = Received substance abuse treatment

6 = Provided community service

7 = Returned property or paid money for stolen or damaged property

8 = Wore an electronic monitor

9 = Other—please specify ____________________________________________ [Probe for other outcomes]
10 = None of the above [END OF QUESTIONNAIRE]

	
	28a.
[IF ANY OF 1–9 SELECTED IN QUESTION #29] As a result of doing this activity/these activities, did you avoid further involvement in the juvenile justice system? For example, were you able to avoid going to court, being adjudicated in court (found guilty of a crime), or being sent to juvenile jail?

1 = No [END OF QUESTIONNAIRE]
2 = Yes

	
	28b.
At what point during your involvement with the juvenile justice system did you do this activity/these activities?

1 = After being arrested

2 = After meeting with a probation officer or other juvenile justice system representative

3 = After appearing in court

4 = After being adjudicated or found guilty of a crime


	DS–R2
CARD


1 = No times
2 = 1 time
3 = 2–5 times
4 = 6–10 times
5 = More than 10 times
Offense/Arrest List
01
Vandalism, graffiti, or property destruction

02
Receiving, possessing, or selling stolen goods

03
Passing bad checks, forgery, or fraud

04
Shoplifting

05
Larceny or theft

06
Motor vehicle theft

07
Robbery

08
Simple assault or battery

09
Aggravated assault

10
Forcible rape

11
Murder, homicide, or non-negligent manslaughter

12
Arson

13
Driving under the influence

14
Drunkenness or other liquor law violation

15
Possession, dealing, distribution, or sale of drugs

16
Possession or use of drug paraphernalia

17
Possession or use of weapons

18
Prostitution, pimping, or commercialized sex

19
Probation or parole violations

20
Illegal gambling

21
Burglary or breaking and entering 

22
Curfew violation

23
Truancy

24
Running away

25
Disorderly conduct

26
Gang involvement/activity

27
Domestic violence

28
Disturbing the peace

29
Other







