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Living Situations Questionnaire (LSQ)

The Living Situations Questionnaire (LSQ) is a modified version of the restrictiveness of living situations questionnaire (ROLES; Hawkins, Almeida, Fabry, & Reitz, 1992). The LSQ documents the physical setting in which youth lived during a 6-month time period and with whom the child was living in that setting. Information gathered from the LSQ can be used to create the same living situation categories assessed in the ROLES, which was developed to operationalize and assess the restrictiveness of children’s living situations.

No formal reliability and validity information is available on the LSQ or the ROLES; however, expected relationships have been found between levels of restrictiveness, as assessed with the ROLES, and programmatic variables. The ROLES was used to document changes in the restrictiveness of placements over time as a quality assurance indicator for children in foster care (Thomlison, 1993) and as a process outcome for a therapeutic case management program for children with severe emotional disturbance (Yoe, Bruns, & Burchard, 1995).
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LIVING SITUATIONS QUESTIONNAIRE (LSQ)
LSQDATE (Today’s date)
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Month
Day
Year

CHILDID (National evaluation ID)

TIMEFRAM (Assessment period)
1 = Intake

2 = 6 months


3 = 12 months


4 = 18 months


5 = 24 months

LSQRESP (Respondent for interview)
1 = Caregiver (child’s caregiver in a family, household environment)


2 = Staff as Caregiver (staffperson who has acted as the child’s day-to-day caregiver for the majority of the past 6 months)


3 = Youth without caregiver (independent youth)
LSQINTV (Who administered interview)
1 = Person providing services to child

2 = Data collector

LSQMETH (Method of administering interview)
1 = In person, hard copy


2 = Telephone, hard copy


3 = In person, computer assisted


4 = Telephone, computer assisted

LSQLANG (Language version of interview)
1 = English

2 = Spanish


3 = Other

[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: For each question, you must code the place that the caregiver describes using the 14 “Living Situation” codes, and the adults who have primary responsibility for the child using the 22 “Lives With” codes below. If necessary, two “Lives With” codes may be selected for each living situation. Please see the pages at the end of the questionnaire for a more detailed description of the codes, including site-specific names of placements.]

Living Situation:

1
Homeless

2
Home (house/apartment/trailer)

3
School dormitory

4
Camp (recreational)

5
Emergency shelter

6
Foster home

7
Therapeutic/specialized foster home

8
Group home

9
Hospital—medical

10
Residential treatment center/therapeutic camp

11
Hospital—psychiatric or psychiatric unit

12
Youth justice related (juvenile detention, youth correctional facility)

13
Adult justice related (jail, prison)

14
Other

Lives With: (Adults[s] with primary caregiving responsibility for child or youth)
Biological Family

1
Biological parents

2
Biological mother, adoptive father

3
Biological mother, with partner

4
Biological mother, no partner

5
Biological father, adoptive mother

6
Biological father, with partner

7
Biological father, no partner

8
Split parenting

Adoptive Family

9
2 adoptive parents

10
1 adoptive parent, with partner

11
1 adoptive parent, no partner


Relative (non-parent)
12
2 grandparents

13
1 grandparent, with partner

14
1 grandparent, no partner

15
Other relative, with partner

16
Other relative, no partner

Non-Relative
17
Foster parent(s)

18
Staff

19
Other caregiving adult

Independent Living
20
Alone

21
With friend

22
Supervised

[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Please indicate all the places the child has lived or stayed during the past 6 months, starting with the current living situation. Prompt respondent to think about all the places the child may have lived or stayed, including brief stays (e.g., overnight stays) at a hospital, a treatment center, a crisis shelter, etc. The only exception is brief stays (of less than 2 weeks) for leisure reasons (e.g., child visited grandparents for spring break). Do not code these leisure stays using a new or different code but simply code these stays the same as the child’s primary family living situation (e.g., mother’s home). If there is no primary family living situation (e.g., the child lives primarily in an out-of-home placement setting), code the living situation the child will return to after the leisure stay. Each day of the 6-month period must be accounted for (i.e., total of all living situations should be 180 days) and each time period noted should be associated with only one living situation.]

I’d like to ask you about where (child’s name) has lived or stayed in the past 6 months and who have been his/her caregivers in those places. Let’s talk about where he/she lives or stays now and then about other places he/she may have lived or stayed.
	[USE TIMELINE CARD TO PROMPT RESPONDENT]
	a.

Living Situation code
	b1.

Lives With code
	b2.

Lives With code
	c.

Number of days in living situation in past 6 months

	1a.
Where does (child’s name) live now?
1b.
Who does (child’s name) live with now?
1c.
For how many days has he/she lived here?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	2a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

2b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

2c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	3a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

3b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

3c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	4a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

4b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

4c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	5a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

5b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

5c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	6a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

6b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

6c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	7a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

7b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

7c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	8a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

8b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

8c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	9a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

9b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

9c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	10a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

10b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

10c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	11a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

11b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

11c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	12a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

12b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

12c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	13a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

13b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

13c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	14a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

14b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

14c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]


	15a.
Where did he/she live before this place?

15b.
Who did he/she live with before this place?

15c.
For how many days did he/she live there?
	
	
	
	

	[Probe for name of place, description of place, and who lives there.]



*Adapted from Fabry, Hawkins, Luster, & Almeida (1990) and Hawkins, Almeida, Fabry, & Reitz (1992)

[NOTE TO INTERVIEWER: Please use these categories to code the different places where the child has lived. If you are unsure of how a placement should be coded, write a detailed description of the situation in the box provided after each question and bring this item to the attention of your site evaluator.]

Living Situation Categories:

	1
	No place to stay

Homeless, staying anywhere available from night to night.

	2
	Home

Living in a house, apartment, or trailer (i.e., living alone, with biological or adoptive parents, relatives, or friend[s]).

	3
	School dormitory

Living out of the home in boarding school arrangement (i.e., private school or academy, without a treatment component).

	4
	Camp

i.e., recreational, religious, summer camp
	
site-specific names
_______________________________________

_______________________________________
_______________________________________

	5
	Emergency shelter

Living temporarily in a private home or group living arrangement during a crisis situation. Extensive support and supervision provided.
	
site-specific names
_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

	6
	Foster home

Living in standard foster care arrangement without added support or in-house treatment component.
	
site-specific names
_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

	7
	Therapeutic/specialized foster care

Living in a private home with care provided by foster parents who are trained to care for children with special needs and has an identifiable treatment or support component (e.g., intensive in-home intervention, case management, physical therapy, etc.).
	
site-specific names
_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

	8
	Group home

Alternative living arrangement in which child lives with a small number of other children (e.g., 3–9) with special needs. 24-hour supervision is provided along with long-term treatment and supports.
	
site-specific names
_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

	9
	Hospital (medical)

Living in inpatient unit of medical hospital for treatment of non-mental health-related problems.
	
site-specific names
_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

	10
	Residential treatment center/therapeutic camp

Alternative group living arrangement for children with intensive mental health needs with 10 or more children. Lengths of stay are generally longer than in hospitals, may be for alcohol/drug or non-substance use treatment.
	
site-specific names
_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

	11
	Hospital (psychiatric)

Inpatient unit of psychiatric or medical hospital with 24-hour supervision. Intensive mental health treatment component.
	
site-specific names
_______________________________________

_______________________________________

_______________________________________

	12
	Juvenile justice related
Juvenile detention center or incarceration in a “youth only” correctional facility with high structure and supervision.

	13
	Adult justice related
An adult locked correctional facility with high structure and high supervision (i.e., jail or prison).

	14
	Other—please specify ______________________________________________________________
_________________________________________________________________________________


Lives With Categories:
Biological Family

1
Biological parents


Living with two biological caregivers

2
Biological mother, adoptive father


Living with biological mother and adoptive father

3
Biological mother, with partner


Living with biological mother and mother’s partner, who is neither the child’s biological nor adoptive parent. The partner may be the child’s step-parent.

4
Biological mother, no partner


Living with biological mother

5
Biological father, adoptive mother


Living with biological father and adoptive mother

6
Biological father, with partner


Living with biological father and father’s partner, who is neither the child’s biological nor adoptive parent. The partner may be the child’s step-parent.

7
Biological father, no partner


Living with biological father

8
Split parenting


Living about half with mother and half with father (usually joint custody situation)

Adoptive Family

9
2 adoptive parents


Living with two adoptive parents
10
1 adoptive parent, with partner


Living with one adoptive parent and the parent’s partner. The partner may be the child’s step-parent.

11
1 adoptive parent, no partner


Living with one adoptive parent

Relative (non-parent)
12
2 grandparents


Living with two grandparents

13
1 grandparent, with partner


Living with one grandparent and the grandparent’s partner

14
1 grandparent, no partner


Living with one grandparent

15
Other relative, with partner


Living with a relative other than a parent or grandparent (e.g., sibling, aunt, uncle, cousin) and the relative’s partner. The relative’s partner may also be a relative (e.g., caregivers are child’s aunt and uncle).

16
Other relative, no partner


Living with a relative other than a parent or grandparent (e.g., sibling, aunt, uncle, cousin)

Non-Relative
17
Foster parent(s)


Living with one or two foster parents

18
Staff


Living in a situation in which care is provided by trained professionals or other staff (e.g., doctors and nurses in a hospital, juvenile detention staff, emergency shelter staff)

19
Other caregiving adult


Living with a non-relative, non-paid adult who acts as a caregiver to the child (e.g., family friend)

Independent Living
20
Alone


Living alone and unsupervised

21
With friend


Living unsupervised with one or more “unpaid” friends or roommates

22
Supervised


Living independently but with a person who provides minimal supervision (i.e., with recruited mentor, professional housemate, or other “paid” roommate)







