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Columbia Impairment Scale (CIS)

Columbia Impairment Scale (CIS)
The CIS (Bird et al., 1993) evaluates level of impairment in four basic areas of functioning and provides a global measure of impairment. The CIS lists 13 problems commonly encountered among youth. Within each of the four functioning areas (interpersonal relations, functioning in job or schoolwork, use of leisure time, and broad psychopathological domains), caregivers rate the extent to which each item is a problem for his/her child, using a 4-point scale: (0) no problem to (4) a very big problem. Response options 1, 2, and 3 indicate the extent to which a particular item is of some problem; 3 indicates a greater level of impairment and 1 indicates a lower level of impairment.

Reliability and validity were measured on a sample from an ethnically, geographically, and socioeconomically diverse population ranging in age from 9 to 17 (n = 121) and a demographically comparable sample of clinical subjects (n = 61). Validity was determined by comparing scores from the CIS with those from the clinician-scored Children’s Global Assessment Scale (CGAS), with a correlation of -0.73 between the CIS and CGAS (scales for the two measures move in opposite directions). There was high internal consistency across the four conceptual domains measured by the CIS (range .43 to .77), and the measure was able to discriminate between clinical and community subjects (p < .001). The CIS has good test–retest reliability, with an intraclass correlation coefficient = .89.
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COLUMBIA IMPAIRMENT SCALE (CIS)
CISDATE (Today’s date)
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Month
Day
Year

CHILDID (National evaluation ID)

TIMEFRAM (Assessment period)
1 = Intake

2 = 6 months


3 = 12 months


4 = 18 months


5 = 24 months

CISRESP (Respondent for interview)
1 = Caregiver (child’s caregiver in a family, household environment)


2 = Staff as Caregiver (staffperson who has acted as the child’s day-to-day caregiver for the majority of the past 6 months)
CISINTV (Who administered interview)
1 = Person providing services to child

2 = Data collector

CISMETH (Method of administering interview)
1 = In person, hard copy


2 = Telephone, hard copy


3 = In person, computer assisted


4 = Telephone, computer assisted

CISLANG (Language version of interview)
1 = English

2 = Spanish


3 = Other

This set of questions is about problems that some children have in different areas of their life. For each potential problem, please think about (child’s name) and tell me how much of a problem you think it has been for him/her during the past 6 months. Then, describe the extent of the problem on a scale from 0 to 4, with 0 being no problem, 1–3 being some problem, and 4 being a very big problem.
[CARD]
	
	
	No problem
	Some problem
	A very big problem

	In general, how much of a problem do you think (child’s name) has with:

	1.
	Getting into trouble?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	2.
	Getting along with his/her mother or his/her female caregiver?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	3.
	Getting along with his/her father or his/her male caregiver?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	4.
	Feeling unhappy or sad?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	How much of a problem would you say he/she has:

	5.
	With his/her behavior at school (or job)?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	6.
	With having fun?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	7.
	Getting along with adults other than you or his/her father/mother?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	How much of a problem does he/she have:

	8.
	With feeling nervous or worried?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	9.
	Getting along with his/her brother(s)/sister(s)?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	10.
	Getting along with other kids his/her age?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	How much of a problem would you say he/she has:

	11.
	Getting involved in activities like sports or hobbies?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	12.
	With his/her schoolwork (doing his/her job)?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4

	13.
	With his/her behavior at home?
	0
	1
	2
	3
	4


*Developed by Bird et al. (1993)
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