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Devereux Early Childhood Assessment
Infants and Toddlers (DECA–I/T)

The Devereux Early Childhood Assessment for Infants and Toddlers (DECA–I/T) is a standardized, norm-referenced, strength-based assessment that assesses protective factors and screens for social and emotional risks in very young children. The DECA is an assessment of resilience in infants and toddlers from 4 weeks to 36 months with social and emotional problems or significant behavioral concerns. The infant form (DECA–I) has 33 items that reflect positive behaviors (strengths) typically seen in resilient infants. These positive behaviors comprise two protective factor scales: (1) Initiative (18 items) assesses the infant’s ability to use independent thought and actions to meet her or his needs. Examples include “try new things” and “imitate actions of others.” (2) Attachment/Relationships (15 items) assesses the mutual, strong, long-lasting relationship between the infant and significant adults such as family members and teachers. Examples include “enjoy interacting with others” and “show affection for a familiar adult.”

The toddler form (DECA–T) has 36 items that reflect positive behaviors (strengths) typically seen in resilient toddlers. These positive behaviors comprise three protective factor scales: (1) Initiative (11 items) assesses the toddler’s ability to use independent thought and actions to meet her or his needs. Examples include “show concern for other children” and “try to comfort others.” (2) Attachment/Relationships (18 items) assesses the mutual, strong, long-lasting relationship between the toddler and significant adults such as family members and teachers. Examples include “make needs known to a familiar adult” and “accept comfort from a familiar adult.” (3) Self-Regulation (7 items) assesses the toddler’s ability to gain control of and manage emotions, and sustain focus and attention. Examples include “handle frustration well,” “accept another choice when the first choice was not available,” and “adjust to changes in routine.” Responses on both the infant and toddler forms range from “never” to “very frequently,” indicating the frequency with which the behavior was noticed. Also, both forms have a total protective factor score which is a composite of the subscales and provides an overall indication of the strength of the protective factors.

Preschool Age 2–5 (DECA Preschool)

The DECA preschool is a nationally normed assessment of within-child protective factors in preschool children aged 2 to 5. Completed by parents, family caregivers, or early childhood professionals (preschool teachers and childcare providers), the DECA preschool evaluates the frequency of 27 positive behaviors (strengths) exhibited by preschoolers. Examples include “chooses to do tasks that are challenging for him/her” and “shows patience.” The DECA also contains a 10-item behavioral concerns screener. The DECA preschool yields three scale scores: (1) Initiative measures the child’s ability to use independent thought and action to meet his or her needs. (2) Self-Control assesses the child’s ability to experience a range of feelings and express them using the words and actions that society considers appropriate. (3) Attachment is a measure of a mutual, strong, and long-lasting relationship between a child and significant adult(s).

The DECA was standardized on a sample of 2,000 preschoolers residing in 27 States; the sample was stratified by sex, race, and ethnicity, region of residence, socioeconomic status, and size of community residence. A total scale reliability of .96 was established with the standardized sample. Internal reliability estimates range from .86 to .89, indicating that the DECA is highly reliable. Test–retest reliabilities for the protective factors range from .77 to .82 for parents and .87 to .94 for teachers (LeBuffe, 1998).
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Devereux Early Childhood Assessment for Infants (DECA 1–18M)

DEVEREAUX EARLY CHILDHOOD ASSESSMENT FOR INFANTS (DECA 1–18M)
DECDATE (Today’s date)
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Month
Day
Year

CHILDID (National evaluation ID)

DECAGE (Child’s age in years and months)
_______ year(s) and _______ month(s)
TIMEFRAM (Assessment period)
1 = Intake

2 = 6 months


3 = 12 months


4 = 18 months


5 = 24 months

DECRESP (Respondent for interview)
1 = Caregiver (child’s caregiver in a family, household environment)


2 = Staff as Caregiver (staffperson who has acted as the child’s day-to-day caregiver for the majority of the past 6 months)
DECINTV (Who administered interview)
1 = Person providing services to child

2 = Data collector

DECMETH (Method of administering interview)
1 = In person, hard copy


2 = Telephone, hard copy


3 = In person, computer assisted


4 = Telephone, computer assisted

DECLANG (Language version of interview)
1 = English

2 = Spanish


3 = Other

Instructions to respondent: I am going to read you a list of behaviors seen in some infants. For each behavior, please tell me how often you saw the behavior during the past 4 weeks: very frequently, frequently, occasionally, rarely, or never. Answer each question carefully. There are no right or wrong answers. Please answer every item. [CARD]
	DECA 1–18M
CARD


1 = Never
2 = Rarely
3 = Occasionally

4 = Frequently

5 = Very frequently







