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Reynolds Adolescent Depression Scale—Second Edition (RADS–2)

Reynolds Adolescent Depression Scale—Second Edition (RADS–2)
The RADS–2 (Reynolds, 1986) measures adolescent depression and is comprised of four subscales: dysphoric mood, anhedonia/negative affect, negative self-evaluation, and somatic complaints. The RADS–2 contains 30 items that state a feeling. Youth rate how often each statement describes how they feel using a 4-point scale: (1) almost never, (2) hardly ever, (3) sometimes, and (4) most of the time. Questions include feelings of happiness, sadness, fear, anxiety, loneliness, anger, and love.

Validity of the RADS–2 has been examined with respect to content validity, criterion-related validity, construct validity (convergent, discriminant, and factorial), and clinical validity (Krefetz, Steer, Gulab, & Beck, 2002; Reynolds & Mazza, 1998). Reliability and validity studies included a school-based sample of over 9,000 adolescents and a clinical sample of 297 adolescents with DSM–III–R or DSM–IV diagnoses who were evaluated in both school and clinical settings. Reynolds (1986) examined the reliability and validity of the RADS–2 in a sample of 89 young adolescents from an inner-city school. The study found an internal consistency reliability of .91 on the initial assessment and .93 for the retest. The test–retest reliability of the RADS–2 was .87. The RADS–2 was able to discriminate depressed and non-depressed adolescents, with a sensitivity rate of 89 percent and specificity of 90 percent, and an overall correct classification of 90 percent. Total scores for the RADS–2 have a correlation of .84 with the Beck Depression Inventory (p < .001) and .76 with the Hamilton Depression Rating Scale.
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REYNOLDS ADOLESCENT DEPRESSION SCALE—Second Edition (RADS–2)
RADSDATE (Today’s date)
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Month
Day
Year

CHILDID (National evaluation ID)

TIMEFRAM (Assessment period)
1 = Intake

2 = 6 months


3 = 12 months


4 = 18 months


5 = 24 months

RADSINTV (Who administered interview)
1 = Person providing services to child

2 = Data collector

RADSMETH (Method of administering interview)
1 = In person, hard copy


2 = Telephone, hard copy


3 = In person, computer assisted


4 = Telephone, computer assisted

RADSLANG (Language version of interview)
1 = English

2 = Spanish


3 = Other

Instructions to respondent: This questionnaire is about how you feel. I’m going to read you some sentences and you’ll decide how often you feel this way. Decide if you feel this way almost never, hardly ever, sometimes, or most of the time. For each sentence, tell me the answer that best describes how you really feel. Remember, there are no right or wrong answers. Just choose the answer that tells how you usually feel. [CARD]
	RADS–2
CARD


1 = Almost never
2 = Hardly ever
3 = Sometimes
4 = Most of the time






