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District Superintendent Letter Example — Page 1

Spring 2009

Dear Superintendent:

I am writing to ask for your support on an important new study being conducted for the
U.S. Department of Education about early childhood education. The Early Childhood
Longitudinal Study — Kindergarten Class of 2010-11 (ECLS-K:11) will collect national data
about public and private kindergarten programs and the children who attend them. The study is
an important part of the efforts to improve schools and the education of all the nation's children
by increasing our understanding of the dynamics of school achievement, particularly those factors
that lead to the success of children during the critical early school years.

This research and data collection program is sponsored by the National Center for
Education Statistics (NCES), Institute of Education Sciences, of the U.S. Department of
Education. ECLS-K:11 is the third in an important series of longitudinal studies sponsored by the
U.S. Department of Education, which also includes the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study,
Kindergarten Class of 1998-99 (ECLS-K) and the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth
Cohort of 2001 (ECLS-B). Like its predecessors, ECLS-K:11 will provide a rich and
comprehensive source of information on children’s early learning and development, transitions
into kindergarten and beyond, and progress through school for a new cohort of children.

To adequately represent the diversity of kindergarten programs in the U.S., a carefully
selected sample of 900 such programs has been chosen to participate in the study. Some schools
from your district are among those in this sample. With your permission, ECLS-K staff will
contact these schools to discuss study details and to invite them to join the study. These contacts
will begin this spring. The first data collection will occur in the beginning of the 2010-2011
school year when 23,000 students will be selected from those attending the participating schools
across the country. Follow up data will be collected each spring from kindergarten through fifth
grade.

Features of the ECLS-K:11 include:

[ One-on-one assessments of children conducted by trained ECLS-K:11 assessors.
These assessments, which will take approximately 60 minutes to administer, are
designed to measure children’s early cognitive development, such as language and
quantitative skills, and executive function. Sampled children also will be weighed and
measured and have their hearing screened. Assessments will not begin 6 six weeks after
the beginning of the school year. Spring assessments will be completed 6 weeks before
the end of the school year.

[ Telephone interviews with parents and guardians who are unique sources of
information about the selected children and their families. Questions will cover such
areas as home environment, childcare, family structure, and the health and well being
of the children.

| Questionnaires for kindergarten teachers, which will provide information about their
teaching practices and the selected children whom they teach.

F-1



District Superintendent Letter Example — Page 2

e Questionnaires for school administrators in spring 2010, which will provide the study
with information on the selected schools.

e Questionnaires for children’s child care providers, which will provide information about
their child care environment and the children for whom they provide care.

Your chief state school officer has received a letter from the commissioner of NCES
notifying him/her of the study. We also have sent a letter to and spoken with your state’s testing
director. Enclosed is a list of the schools in your district that have been selected to participate in
the ECLS-K:11. An ECLS-K:11 representative will call you within a few days to discuss the
study, answer any questions you may have, and discuss the appropriate protocol for notifying the
selected schools in your district.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond
to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB
control number for this information collection is 1850-0750. Approval expires 01/31/2009.The
collection of information in this study is authorized by Public Law 107-279 Education Sciences
Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Part C, Sec. 151(b) and Sec. 153(a). Participation is voluntary.
Respondents may skip questions they do not wish to answer. Responses are protected from
disclosure by federal statute (PL 107-279 Title I, Part C, Sec. 183). All responses that relate to or
describe identifiable characteristics of individuals may be used only for statistical purposes and
may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose, unless otherwise
compelled by law. Data will be combined to produce statistical reports. No individual data that
links the respondent’s name, address, telephone number, or identification number with their
responses will be included in the statistical reports. Any questions or concerns about
confidentiality or the respondent’s rights in this research study should be directed to Gail
Mulligan at the National Center for Education Statistics at 1-202-502-7491 or
Gail.Mulligan@ed.gov.

We look forward to working with you and the selected schools in your district. | have
enclosed information further describing the study. If you have any questions, please feel free to
call me or Rich Hilpert, ECLS-K:11 data collection director, at 1-800-750-6206.

Sincerely,

Karen Tourangeau
Project Director
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Catholic School Recruitment Letter Example

Spring 2009
Dear Principal,

I am writing to ask for your support on an important new study being conducted for the U.S.
Department of Education about early childhood education. The Early Childhood Longitudinal Study —
Kindergarten Class of 2010-11 (ECLS-K:11) will collect national data about public and private
kindergarten programs and the children who attend them. The study is an important part of the efforts to
improve schools and the education of all the nation's children by increasing our understanding of the
dynamics of school achievement, particularly those factors that lead to the success of children during the
critical early school years.

This research and data collection program is sponsored by the National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES), Institute of Education Sciences, of the U.S. Department of Education. ECLS-K:11 is
the third in an important series of longitudinal studies sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education,
which also includes the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class of 1998-99 (ECLS-K)
and the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort of 2001 (ECLS-B). Like its predecessors,
ECLS-K:11 will provide a rich and comprehensive source of information on children’s early learning and
development, transitions into kindergarten and beyond, and progress through school for a new cohort of
children

To adequately represent the diversity of kindergarten programs in the U.S., a carefully selected
sample of 900 such programs has been chosen to participate in the study. We have contacted your diocese
and have received permission to contact you. The participation of each of the selected schools is vital to
the success of this important study. The first data collection will occur in the beginning of the 2010-2011
school year when 23,000 students will be selected from those attending the participating schools across
the country. Follow up data will be collected each spring from kindergarten through fifth grade.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a
collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number
for this information collection is 1850-0750. Approval expires 01/31/2009.The collection of information
in this study is authorized by Public Law 107-279 Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Part
C, Sec. 151(b) and Sec. 153(a). Participation is voluntary. Respondents may skip questions they do not
wish to answer. Responses are protected from disclosure by federal statute (PL 107-279 Title I, Part C,
Sec. 183). All responses that relate to or describe identifiable characteristics of individuals may be used
only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose,
unless otherwise compelled by law. Data will be combined to produce statistical reports. No individual
data that links the respondent’s name, address, telephone number, or identification number with their
responses will be included in the statistical reports. Any questions or concerns about confidentiality or the
respondent’s rights in this research study should be directed to Gail Mulligan at the National Center for
Education Statistics at 1-202-502-7491 or Gail.Mulligan@ed.gov.
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We look forward to working with you and your teachers and kindergartners. | have enclosed
information further describing the study. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me or Rich
Hilpert, ECLS-K:11 data collection director, at 1-800-750-6206.

Sincerely,

Karen Tourangeau
Project Director
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Private School (other than Catholic) Recruitment Letter Example

Spring 2009
Dear Principal,

I am writing to ask for your support on an important new study being conducted for the U.S.
Department of Education about early childhood education. The Early Childhood Longitudinal Study —
Kindergarten Class of 2010-11 (ECLS-K:11) will collect national data about public and private
kindergarten programs and the children who attend them. The study is an important part of the efforts to
improve schools and the education of all the nation's children by increasing our understanding of the
dynamics of school achievement, particularly those factors that lead to the success of children during the
critical early school years.

This research and data collection program is sponsored by the National Center for Education
Statistics (NCES), Institute of Education Sciences, of the U.S. Department of Education. ECLS-K:11 is
the third in an important series of longitudinal studies sponsored by the U.S. Department of Education,
which also includes the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class of 1998-99 (ECLS-K)
and the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Birth Cohort of 2001 (ECLS-B). Like its predecessors,
ECLS-K:11 will provide a rich and comprehensive source of information on children’s early learning and
development, transitions into kindergarten and beyond, and progress through school for a new cohort of
children

To adequately represent the diversity of kindergarten programs in the U.S., a carefully selected
sample of 900 such programs, including your own, has been chosen to participate in the study. The
participation of each of the selected schools is vital to the success of this important study. The first data
collection will occur in the beginning of the 2010-2011 school year when 23,000 students will be selected
from those attending the participating schools across the country. Follow up data will be collected each
spring from kindergarten through fifth grade.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a
collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number
for this information collection is 1850-0750. Approval expires 01/31/2009.The collection of information
in this study is authorized by Public Law 107-279 Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Part
C, Sec. 151(b) and Sec. 153(a). Participation is voluntary. Respondents may skip questions they do not
wish to answer. Responses are protected from disclosure by federal statute (PL 107-279 Title I, Part C,
Sec. 183). All responses that relate to or describe identifiable characteristics of individuals may be used
only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose,
unless otherwise compelled by law. Data will be combined to produce statistical reports. No individual
data that links the respondent’s name, address, telephone number, or identification number with their
responses will be included in the statistical reports. Any questions or concerns about confidentiality or the
respondent’s rights in this research study should be directed to Gail Mulligan at the National Center for
Education Statistics at 1-202-502-7491 or Gail.Mulligan@ed.gov.
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We look forward to working with you and your teachers and kindergartners. | have enclosed
information further describing the study. If you have any questions, please feel free to call me or
Rich Hilpert, ECLS-K:11 data collection director, at 800-750-6206.

Sincerely,

Karen Tourangeau
Project Director
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School Coordinator Letter Example

December 2008

School Coordinator
School name
School address
City, ST, ZIP

Dear <<school coordinator>>,

Included with this letter are several items regarding the Early
Childhood Longitudinal Study — Kindergarten Class of 2010-11
(ECLS-K:11). Some of them are informative and may duplicate
information you have already received. Please feel free to share any
of these with others in your school. By completing the last two
forms in this list, you will provide information necessary for our
field staff to prepare materials for the study activities in your school.

In your packet, you should find:

ECLS-K:11 brochure

School and Teacher Summary Sheet
Parent Summary Sheet

Frequently Asked Questions for Schools
Frequently Asked Questions for Parents
Kindergarten Enrollment List
Kindergarten Teacher List

There are instructions on both of the enclosed “Lists” that should
help you or an assistant to complete them for us. These need not be
completed until the week prior to our supervisor’s first visit to your
school. After these lists have been prepared, please keep them at
your school.

Note that the Kindergarten Enrollment List was designed to show
you what information we need on each of the kindergarten children
in your school. It is not necessary to record this information on this
form if it can more easily be provided in a different format, for
example in a computer printout.

The ECLS-K:11 field supervisor who will be working with your
school will call you before coming to your school to set up the study
activities and select the sample of kindergarten children. If you have
questions about preparing these lists, you can discuss them with the
supervisor at that time. The supervisor will bring letters and Parent
Summary Sheets for the parents/guardians of the sampled children so
that they can be prepared and mailed before the assessment activities
begin.
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Also included in your packet are three identical packets for the
kindergarten teachers at your school. The teacher packets include:

Letter to the teacher

ECLS-K:11 brochure

School and Teacher Summary Sheet
Parent Summary Sheet

I would appreciate it if you would give these to your kindergarten
teachers. If you need additional packets, you can request them from
the supervisor when s/he calls you.

Again, we want you to know how much we appreciate your time and
support of the ECLS-K:11 study. Our staff are prepared to work
with you and to do as much as possible to make their activities in
your school go as smoothly as possible. If there is anything that they
can do to help you to help us, please do not hesitate to ask when the
supervisor calls.

We look forward to working with you, your kindergarten teachers,
and the kindergarten children on this important study.

Sincerely,

Karen Tourangeau
Project Director

Enclosures
SCL

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of information unless it
displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1850-0750. Approval expires
01/31/2009 The collection of information in this study is authorized by Public Law 107-279 Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002,
Title I, Part C, Sec. 151(b) and Sec. 153(a). Participation is voluntary. Respondents may skip questions they do not wish to answer.
Responses are protected from disclosure by federal statute (PL 107-279 Title I, Part C, Sec. 183). All responses that relate to or
describe identifiable characteristics of individuals may be used only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in
identifiable form for any other purpose, unless otherwise compelled by law. Data will be combined to produce statistical reports. No
individual data that links the respondent’s name, address, telephone number, or identification number with their responses will be
included in the statistical reports. Any questions or concerns about confidentiality or the respondent’s rights in this research study
should be directed to Gail Mulligan at the National Center for Education Statistics at 1-202-502-7491 or Gail.Mulligan@ed.gov.
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Teacher Letter Example
Spring 2009
Dear Teacher,

We are very happy that your school will be participating in the Early Childhood
Longitudinal Study - Kindergarten Class of 2010-11 (ECLS-K:11). We have enclosed
information about the study, which includes a brochure describing the study, a School and
Teacher Summary Sheet, and Parent Summary Sheet.

Shortly after the start of the school year our field supervisor will visit your school to
select the kindergarten children and their parents/guardians who will be invited to participate in
the study. The field supervisor will meet with you and other teachers of kindergarten children in
the school to discuss the study and your role in the study. At that time, the field supervisor will
review with you the questionnaires that teachers will be asked to complete about their classroom
and the children in the each of their classes. You will receive an honorarium for each
guestionnaire that you complete for the selected children in your class.

In addition, the field supervisor will talk with you about the ECLS-K:11 child
assessment. The assessment, which will be administered by a trained assessor, has several
features that will allow the majority of children to participate in the assessment without any
special accommodations. These include:

the assessment is administered individually to each child;

the assessment is untimed;

children can take breaks when they need them;

based on how a child performs on the items administered first, the remaining items
will be geared to the child’s level; and

o the child responds to almost all questions by pointing to or verbalizing the answer.
Children are not asked to write out their answers.

Even with these features, some children will not be able to take the assessment without
additional accommodations in the standard procedures. The ECLS-K:11 field supervisor will ask
you to help them identify children who:

e have a non-English language background,;
e have an IEP or 504 Plan; and
e you suspect may need a special accommodation for the assessment.

Although it is not possible to offer all types of accommodations to children in the ECLS-
K:11 study, the field staff will work with you and other appropriate staff in the school to
understand the child’s accommodation needs and to provide an appropriate accommodation
whenever possible.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond
to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB
control number for this information collection is 1850-0750. Approval expires 01/31/2009. The
collection of information in this study is authorized by Public Law 107-279 Education Sciences
Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Part C, Sec. 151(b) and Sec. 153(a). Participation is voluntary. You
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may skip questions you do not wish to answer; however, we hope that you will answer as many
guestions as you can. Your responses are protected from disclosure by federal statute (PL 107-
279 Title I, Part C, Sec. 183). All responses that relate to or describe identifiable characteristics of
individuals may be used only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in
identifiable form for any other purpose, unless otherwise compelled by law. Data will be
combined to produce statistical reports. No individual data that links your name, address,
telephone number, or identification number with your responses will be included in the statistical
reports. If you have any questions or concerns about confidentiality or your rights in this research
study, contact Gail Mulligan at the National Center for Education Statistics at 1-202-502-7491 or
Gail.Mulligan@ed.gov.

Sincerely,

Karen Tourangeau
Project Director
Enclosures

KThil
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Parent Letter Example

Dear Parent:

I am pleased to invite you and your child to participate in a new and exciting
study of children’s early learning experiences. This study is called the Early Childhood
Longitudinal Study — Kindergarten Class of 2010-11 (ECLS-K:11). It is sponsored by
the National Center for Education Statistics, Institute of Education Sciences, of the U.S.
Department of Education.

Your child was selected at random to join 21,000 children from 900 kindergartens
around the country cooperating in this important national study. These children were
selected to represent the experiences of the more than 4 million children in kindergarten
in the United States this year. It is important that each and every child participate so that
the study accurately portrays the early educational experiences of all American children.
The intent is to provide information to help all children be successful in their education.

The enclosed materials should answer your questions and give you more detailed
information about this study and what is involved for you and your child. Phone numbers
are given for you to call with any other questions you may have. This is an opportunity
for you and your child to provide information to improve the quality of education for all
children. This study is vital to efforts to improve schools and the education of all the
nation's children by increasing our understanding of the dynamics of school achievement,
particularly those factors that lead to the success of children during the critical early
school years.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to
respond to a collection of information unless it displays a valid OMB control number.
The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 1850-0750. Approval
expires 01/31/2009. The collection of information in this study is authorized by Public
Law 107-279 Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Part C, Sec. 151(b) and
Sec. 153(a). Participation is voluntary. You may skip questions you do not wish to
answer; however, we hope that you will answer as many questions as you can.

ALL INFORMATION COLLECTED DURING THE STUDY IS
CONFIDENTIAL. Your responses are protected from disclosure by federal statute (PL
107-279 Title I, Part C, Sec. 183). All responses that relate to or describe identifiable
characteristics of individuals may be used only for statistical purposes and may not be
disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose, unless otherwise compelled
by law. Data will be combined to produce statistical reports. No individual data that links
your name, address, telephone number, or identification number with your responses will
be included in the statistical reports. Since the school will not get any of the information
about your child, participation will not affect your child’s grades or progress in school.

If you will allow your child to participate in this study, you do not need to return
this form. We thank you for your support. If you do not want your child to take part in
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this study, please fill out the attached form and return it to the school by the date shown
on the form.

Thank you for your time and consideration of the study.

Sincerely,

Karen Tourangeau
Project Director
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Example Summary Sheets from ECLS-K

(Updated summary sheets for use in the full-scale collection will be included in the
OMB package submitted with the results of the field test.)




School-gnd fleqcher

SUmmary. Sheet

|_ongitudinal

Stud

Kindergarten Class of 1998-99

What Is the Early Childhood
Longitudinal Study
Kindergarten Cohort ? /
A new, national study, the
Early Childhood Longitudinal
Study-Kindergarten Cohort
(ECLS-K), is designed to provide
policymakers, educators,
researchers, and parents with
detdiled information about
children’s early learning experi-
ences, |t is sponsored by the
National Center for Education

Statistics (NCES) of the U.S.
Department of Education.

In the fall of the 1998-99 school
yedr, dpproximately 23,000
children enrolled in about 1,000
kindergarten programs will be
selected for participation in the
study, Trained study staff will
conduct individual assessments
to measure the children’s read-
ing. mathematics, and general
knowledge.

School administrators, teachers,
and parents will be asked to
provide information about a
variety of factors associated
with leamning. These factors
include how schools respond

to the educational needs of
children from diverse back-
grounds and experiences
and the role that parents and
families play in preparing for
and supporting their children’s
education,

After the baseline data collec-
tion in fall 1998, followup assess-
ments and interviews will be
conducted in the spring, follow-
ing the same children through
the fifth grade.

This document provides a brief
overview of study plans and
of the roles of participating
schools and school staff, ECLS-K
staff members will provide more
detailed information when they
contact the schools later this
year.

What Are the Responsibiliti
of the ECLS-K Staff?

ECLS-K staff will;

o Coordinate the assessment
schedule with the schools.

o Select a sample of students
from lists prepared by the
school. In most schools, all
students will be sampled up
fo a maximum of 24.

e Prepare dll parent letters,
guestionnaires, and informa-
fional materials for distribu-
fion.

¢ Conduct dll assessments and
interviews.
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» Present honoraria to schools
and teachers in appreciation
of their participation.

What Is Involved for Schools? j

e School principals or adminis-
trators will be asked to com-
plete a questionnaire that
gathers information about
the school, its student body,
teachers, and policies.

¢ Schools will need to provide
appropriate space for the
assessment staff on the days
of the assessment,

e Schools will be asked 1o des-
ignate a staff member as the
school coordinator to assist
ECLS-K staff with in-school
arangements,

Point to the Letter

ECLS Logo designed by Kendra
Chandler Webb, age 9, 1994.




What Are the School
Coordinator’s
Responsibilities? /
As the licison with ECLS-K staff,
the school coordinator will be
requested to:

o Make available a list of eligi-
ble students. During early fall
1998, an ECLS-K supervisor will
cdll fo schedule a visit to the
school about 2 weeks before
the assessment to select the
student sample, distribute
school and teacher guestion-
naires, and make arange-
ments for the assessment,

® Help ECLS-K staff obtain
demographic information
and parental confact infor-
mation for each child in the
sample.

e Arrange for suitable space
for the assessments within the
school. In addition to read-
ing, mathematics, and gen-
eral knowledge, the initial
assessment includes motor
skills. The space should be
large encugh so that the
child can perform such tasks
as hopping and walking
backward,

e Follow usual school proce-
dures in nofifying the select-
ed students, their teachers,
and parents of the assess-
ment, ECLS-K staff will pro-
vide informational materials
and assist in notification as
requested.

What Is the Role of Teachers
in the ECLS-K?

Teachers are a very important
part of this study, alse. They will
be asked to:

e Accommodate the assess-
ment of the selected stu-
dents.

» Complete a questionnaire
about their background and
feaching experience, their
kindergarten class(es), how
they teach the sampled stu-
dents, and materials and
resources available in the
classroom,

e Evaluate the cognifive and
social skills of each sampled
child they teach, using rating
scales provided by the ECLS-
K study. These evaluations
are expected to take about

10 minutes per child, Teachers

will receive an honorarium
for ecch evaluation,

F-15

/

Why Should Schools and
Teachers Participate? /
The ECLSK is the first study fo
systematically gather informa-
tion from a national sample

of students, parents, teachers,
and schools about the early
education of the Nation’s chil-
dren. The intent of this study is
to provide data that can be
used at the local, state, and
national levels to guide poli-
cies To increase every child’s
chances of doing well in
school. For the results of the
study to be accurate, the
participation of all selected
chilcdren, parents, tecchers,
and schools is very important.

The confidentiality of each
respondent is carefully protect-
ed under federal law. There-
fore, no individual student,
parent, teacher, or scheol dafta
will be reported. Parents and
schools will receive copies of
reports about study findings in
general. Parents and teachers
will also be sent coples of other
government-sponsored reports
related to early childhood
learning.

ECLS-K gives children an oppor-
tunity to show what they know
and can do as they progress
into primary school. In appre-
ciation for their participation,
the children will receive educa-
tiondl materials, such as pencils
and small books, as well as
stickers and pencil holders.

Thank youl

The participation of the
selected schools, students,
teachers, and parenis is
vital to the success of this
very important study.




Pgrent Summghy Sheet

Ea rl y
Childhood V-
_ongitudinal
SJrua y

Kindergarten Class of 199899

What Is the Early Childhood
Longitudinal Study
Kindergarten Cohort ? /
A new, national study, the
Early Childhood Longitudinal
Study-Kindergarten Cohort
(ECLS-K), is designed 1o provide
policymakers, educators,
researchers, and parents with
detdiled information about
children’s early learmning experi-
ences. It is sponscred by the
National Center for Education

Statistics (NCES) of the U.S.
Department of Education.

In the fall of the 1998-99 school
yedr, dpproximately 23,000
children enrolled in about 1,000
kindergarten programs will be
selected for participation in the
study. Trained study staff will
conduct individual assessments
fo measure the children’s read-
ing. mathematics, and general
knowledge.

School administrafors, teachers,
and parents will be asked fo
provide information about ¢
variety of factors associated
with learning. These factors
include how schools respond

to the educational needs of
children from diverse back-
grounds and experiences
and the role that parents and
families play in preparing for
and supporting their children’s
education,

After the baseline data collec-
fion in fall 1998, followup assess-
ments and inferviews will be
conducted in the spring, follow-
ing the same children through
the fifth grade.

This document provides a brief
overview of study plans, ECLS-K
staff members will provide more
detailed information as they
contact the schools and par-
ents later this year.

What Will the Selected
Children Be Asked To Do?/

Experienced, frained ECLS-K
staff will conduct the one-on-
one assessments with each
selected child, These assess-
ments will be held af the school
and will be coordinated by the
school to minimize disruption
of the school day.

During the assessment, your
child will be asked to name
letters, count, find words that
rhyme, listen fo stories and then
retell them, and identify every-
day items from pictures. Since
the assessment is one-on-one
and untimed, the children may
take breaks and have as much
fime as they need to complete
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it. Because of the relationship
of movement skills fo reading
and writing. the children will be
asked to balance on one foot,
skip, copy shapes, and use
building blocks. In addition,
height and weight will be
measured,

Experts in the field of early
childhood education devel-
oped the assessment especially
for this national study. All of the
questions have been carefully
tested with children. The chil-
dren who partficipated in these
tests generally enjoyed the
experience and the special
attention they received.

Example ltem

Peint to the Letter

ECLS Logo designed by Kendra
Chandler Webb, age 9, 1994.




What Is Requested of
Parents?

Parents are critical fo the suc-
cess of this sfudy. As a parent,
you will be asked:

e To dllow your child fo parfici-
pate in the study. It is very
important that all children be
included in the study, even
those that cannot be
assessed because of o dis-
ability or limited English profi-
ciency.

e To participate in an interview
conducted by telephone or
in-person and scheduled at
your convenience. Parent
interviews will fake place
about the same time as the
child assessments, that is, in
the fall and spring of the
kindergarten year, and
then yearly after that.

In the interview, you will be
asked about your child’s birth,
growth, and health, including
his/her activity level, nutrition,
and illnesses. You will also be
asked how well your child gets
along with other children and
in school. In addition fo ques-
fions about your child, you will
be asked about yourself and
the child’s family, and your
approaches to child-rearing
and discipline. Finally, you will
be asked what you think about
your neighborhood, your child’s
scheol, and your goals for your-
self and your child,

Why Should You and Your

Child Participate in ECLS-K? /

o —

The ECLSK is the first study fo
systematically gather informa-
fion from o national sample of
students, parents, teachers,
and schools about the early
education of the Nation’s chil-
dren. The infent of this study is
to provide data that can be
used at the local, state, and
national levels fo guide policies
to increase every child’s
chances of doing well in
school. For the results of the
study to be accurate, the
parficipation of all selected
children, parents, teachers,
and schools is very important,

Parents are unigue in their
understanding and knowledge
of their children. Only parents

can provide information fo help
explain their children’s readiness

for school when they enter
kindergarten and factors con-
tributing to their success as
they move info primary school,

The confidentiality of each
respondent is carefully protect-
ed under federal law. There-
fore, no individual student,
parent, teacher, or school data
will be reported. Parents and
schools will receive copies of
reports about study findings in
general, Parents and teachers
will also be sent copies of other
government-sponsored reports
related to early childhood
learning.
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ECLS-K gives children an oppor-
tunity to show what they know
and can do as they progress
into primdry school. In appre-
ciation for their participation,
the children will receive educa-
tional materials, such as pencils
and small books, as well as
stickers and pencil holders.

Thank youl

The participation of the
selected schools, students,
teachers, and parents is
vital to the success of this
very important study.




Example Birthday Card from ECLS-K
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From everyboldy

ot ECLQ K
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Example Parent Consent Forms for ECLS-K:11




Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class 2010-11 (ECLS-K:11)
Explicit Parent Consent Form

You and your child are being asked to take part in the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class
2010-11 (ECLS-K:11). The ECLS-K:11, sponsored by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES),
Institute of Education Sciences, of the U.S. Department of Education and conducted by Westat, will follow a
nationally representative sample of children from kindergarten through fifth grade.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of
information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information
collection is 1850-0750. Approval expires 01/31/2009. The collection of information in this study is authorized
by Public Law 107-279 Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Part C, Sec. 151(b) and Sec. 153(a).
Participation is voluntary. You may skip questions you do not wish to answer; however, we hope that you will
answer as many questions as you can. Your responses are protected from disclosure by federal statute (PL 107-
279 Title I, Part C, Sec. 183). All responses that relate to or describe identifiable characteristics of individuals
may be used only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other
purpose, unless otherwise compelled by law. Data will be combined to produce statistical reports. No individual
data that links your name, address, telephone number, or identification number with your responses will be
included in the statistical reports. If you have any questions or concerns about confidentiality or your rights in
this research study, contact Gail Mulligan at the National Center for Education Statistics at 1-202-502-7491 or
Gail.Mulligan@ed.gov.

I have read the letter and the information above. 1 freely agree to take part, and allow my child to participate in
the ECLS-K:11 study in elementary school. | know that data about me, my child, and my family will be released
only as described.

NAME OF CHILD: ID:

Signature of parent/guardian Date

Print your name:

First Middle Last

SCHOOL INFORMATION
Please provide the information below about the school your child will attend in the 2010-11 school year.

SCHOOL NAME:

SCHOOL ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: Z|P CODE:

TELEPHONE NUMBER: ( )
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PARENT CONTACT INFORMATION
Please provide the information below about the parent who is most knowledgeable about the child's

education.

NAME:

ADDRESS:

CITY: STATE: Z|P CODE:

HOME TELEPHONE NUMBER:( )

WORK TELEPHONE NUMBER:( )



Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class 2010-11 (ECLS-K:11)
Implicit Parent Consent Form

You and your child are being asked to take part in the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class
2010-11 (ECLS-K:11). The ECLS-K:11, sponsored by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES),
Institute of Education Sciences, of the U.S. Department of Education and conducted by Westat, will follow a
nationally representative sample of children from kindergarten through fifth grade.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of
information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information
collection is 1850-0750. Approval expires 01/31/2009. The collection of information in this study is authorized
by Public Law 107-279 Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Part C, Sec. 151(b) and Sec. 153(a).
Participation is voluntary. You may skip questions you do not wish to answer; however, we hope that you will
answer as many questions as you can. Your responses are protected from disclosure by federal statute (PL 107-
279 Title I, Part C, Sec. 183). All responses that relate to or describe identifiable characteristics of individuals
may be used only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other
purpose, unless otherwise compelled by law. Data will be combined to produce statistical reports. No individual
data that links your name, address, telephone number, or identification number with your responses will be
included in the statistical reports. If you have any questions or concerns about confidentiality or your rights in
this research study, contact Gail Mulligan at the National Center for Education Statistics at 1-202-502-7491 or
Gail.Mulligan@ed.gov.

If you allow your child to take part in the ECLS-K:11 study, you do not need to do anything with this form.
If you do not want your child to take part in the study, sign and return this form before:

I have read the letter and the information above. | DO NOT WANT MY CHILD TO PARTICIPATE.

NAME OF CHILD: ID:

Signature of parent/guardian Date

Print your name:

First Middle Last



Example Brochure From ECLS-K

(An updated brochure for use in the full-scale collection will be included in the OMB package
submitted with the results of the field test.)




NATTOMNAL CENTER FOR EDUCATION STATISTICS

Kindergarten Class of 1998-99

s Departrment of Education

Cffice of Educaticnal Ressarch
Jand Imgrove ment
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L¢d

Wil hert is the Early Childhood
Longitudinal Study?

T —_—

The BEdrly Chikdhood Longitudinal
Shuchy (BCLEH) B sponsored by the LS
Cepartment of BEducation, Bationdl
Center for Bducation Statitics. Itk
designed to provide decikicnmakers,
researchars, teochers, and porznts with
detdied infor
rction dbout
childr=ns
Sirhy school
S paiences.
The BZLE-K
focuses on
the relation-
ship betwesn
d chikd s
kindlerooten
SXpaience
and his or her
szhool perfor
MCINC:E: in
gracles
thrugh £

Wh}r is the study important? j

Children enter Mnderganen with differing
ek of skils and experiencss. OnNos in
szhool, some children hove Q positive first
expeience, and some have problkems.
The ECLEK will collect, forthe first time.,
informction about children entering
kinderganen, The chikdren will e selected
frorm Gcnoes the country and will represent
differznt races, ethnicities, abilities, and
economic backirounds. They will be
selected from private and publc schook
in Rz, suburkan, nd urkdn schoo | dis-
tricts The BEZLEK has severd] purposes:

# Toincredse our understanding of the
factor that affect suoces in school,
paticukarty those factors that maks
kKinderyanen d postive expeisnce
for chikdren.

# To help us better understand the critical
transitions in chikdrens Ives—rom home
1o school, frRom s hod | to school, and
TR QRide fo grdde,

# To hels us begin fo understand how
families, neighborhoods, clasmooms,
and schools influence o chikd's educa-
ticngl proginess.

# To help parents, teachers, schook, and
communities develop teaching prac
ticss and envionments that will better
senve chilkdrzn.

concducted?

lHl ow will the study be /

# Beginning in fall 1998, 22000 Knder
garten children from 1,000 schools
not iz mwicle will e asked 1o participote
in the BOLEK. They will ke asked to per-
form activities that will measune the skills

that cre thought to e important fo
SUDTEEE N SChodl,

# The some chikden will padicipate in the
follcnwing sporing and annudlly thercfter

& Through the end of 13t grade, informar
ticn will e gathered from these same
chikdren Bing o one-Ccn-one dssssmeant.
This inforrmaticn will provick o staring
foint for the study.

*

£z the chikdren grow okder, they will be
csked to provids information about
their cwn experiences in and out of
gzhool,

Parents and guandicns will be asked to
prrovicls information about their chidezn.

Teacher will be asked 1o pRovide
infomnorticon about Their backgrounds,
teaching procticss, and the Clogsroom
setting forthe sampled children they
teach. Tedchars will dko proviche infor-
mation about the skils that they expect
from students and the behawvions that
they consicer necesary for school
SUCITSEE,

School adminstrotors, pincipal, and
headmastes will ke qsked 1o provids
infomcition about the physical and
Srjandtional chordcterstics of their
szhook.

The study will 12 kowe the crigindgl kinder
gantners for & yedrs, thiough the 5th
e[ elal=}




"Wifhy should I participate? /

Mationdally, we don’t kncw muoch gbout
Kindergarten programs and the chikden
who dttend them. The BZLSK shoukd help
U5 cnswisr such questions as:

Wirhiat kil and behaviors do childrzn
demaonstiate when they enter kKindear-
garten? How do these skilk and
behoviors match the expectations
of the school?

What problemms do Kindsngart ners
S pefence?

How weell do children fare in their first
encounter with fomnal school?

Hotr o chikdeen learn in these oy
s hoo ] yedm?

Hiotw el o Kindengarten progranms
help children prepdns for later
elermentany Qrades?

Wike cannot answerthess fypes of gques-
tions without viour coopenation dnd
it i et i,
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Fc-r caclditional informetion contact:

Jermy Widest, BECLE Project Oiticer
Mationol Center fior BEducation Stafistics
555 Mews Jemey Svaenue, MW
Room 4178
Wioshington, [ XL208-5861
Fhone: GO 2151674
E-hail: BT LS@ed goy

Koren Tourngeau, BTLS Project Disctor
Westcrt, Inc.
18650 Resednzh Boukvard

o kvilkz, MG 20850
Phone: 1-800-7 804205

Kindergaten Closs of 1998-5%
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Example WECEP Respondent Letters
for ECLS-K:11




WECEP Notification Letter

Spring 2011

Dear

(Child Care Provider)

Recently, my child and | participated in the Early Childhood Longitudinal Study-Kindergarten Class of
2010-11 (ECLSK:11), which is being conducted by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES),
Institute of Education Sciences, of the U.S. Department of Education. | have given them permission to
contact you and to ask some questions about your care of my child. You will receive a letter soon
explaining the study and asking you to participate. An interviewer from Westat, a social science research
firm, will contact you by phone to provide you with additional information about the study and to conduct
an interview.

This notice is to let you know that my child and I are taking part in this study and that I did give the study
team permission to contact you about participating as well.

Sincerely yours,

(Name of participating parent)

(My child’s name)
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WECEP Center-Based Provider Lead Letter

[DATE]

[PANEL_INFO]

[NAME OF ADMINISTRATOR]
[ADDRESS1]

[ADDRESS?]

[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]

Dear NAME OF ADMINISTRATOR,

As you may already know, (CHILD) is taking part in an important research study called the Early
Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class of 2010-11 (ECLS-K:11). We will be interviewing parents and
children. We also are interested in the important role that before- and after-school program teachers and care
providers play in children’s lives. We would like to find out about (CHILD)'s experiences while in your program.

The ECLS-K:11 is being conducted by Westat for the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES),
Institute of Education Sciences, of the U.S. Department of Education. This study will give us information about
children and their families. Policymakers will use the information to help our nation’s families and communities.
We know that child care providers and before- or after-school program teachers play an important role in children’s
lives. The data we collect in this part of the study will help us better understand many issues related to the care and
education of young children.

We would like to interview you and (CHILD)’s provider/teacher(s) over the telephone. We will ask about
the care and education of (CHILD) and about (his/her/their) learning and behavior. Enclosed with this letter is a
copy of (PARENT)’s permission form for you to participate in the child care portion of the study on behalf of
(CHILD)'s family. This interview with you will take about 10 minutes. We will ask you about the program and
staffing at the center/school. The interview with (CHILD)’s provider/teacher(s) will take about 30 minutes. We will
ask about the child’s care and education, how the provider/teacher gets along with the study child, the child's
learning and behavior, the provider/teacher’s background, and his/her ideas about working with young children. We
will send your program $35 to thank you for your time.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of
information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information
collection is 1850-0750. Approval expires 01/31/2009. The collection of information in this study is authorized by
Public Law 107-279 Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Part C, Sec. 151(b) and Sec. 153(a).
Participation is voluntary. You may skip questions you do not wish to answer; however, we hope that you will
answer as many questions as you can. Your responses are protected from disclosure by federal statute (PL 107-279
Title I, Part C, Sec. 183). All responses that relate to or describe identifiable characteristics of individuals may be
used only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose,
unless otherwise compelled by law. Data will be combined to produce statistical reports. No individual data that
links your name, address, telephone number, or identification number with your responses will be included in the
statistical reports. If you have any questions or concerns about confidentiality or your rights in this research study,
contact Gail Mulligan at the National Center for Education Statistics at 1-202-502-7491 or Gail.Mulligan@ed.gov.

An interviewer from Westat will call you by telephone to schedule a time for the interview. If you have
questions about the study, you may ask the interviewer, or you may call the Westat study hotline at 1-800-555-5555
(a toll-free number). The information you give will help make the study a success. We thank you for your help.

Sincerely yours,

Horou Touraryonn

Karen Tourangeau
Project Director
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WECEP Home-Based Provider Lead Letter

[DATE]

[PANEL_INFO]

[NAME OF CHILD CARE PROVIDER]
[ADDRESS1]

[ADDRESS?]

[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]

Dear NAME OF CHILD CARE PROVIDER,

As you may already know, (CHILD) is taking part in an important research study called the Early
Childhood Longitudinal Study, Kindergarten Class of 2010-11 (ECLS-K:11). We will be interviewing parents and
children. We also are interested in the important role that caregivers play in children’s lives. We would like to find
out about (CHILD)'s experiences while in your care.

The ECLS-K:11 is being conducted by Westat for the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES),
Institute of Education Sciences, of the U.S. Department of Education. This study will give us information about
children and their families. Policy makers will use the information to help our nation’s families and communities.
We know that caregivers like you play an important role in children’s lives. The data we collect in this part of the
study will help us better understand many issues related to the care and education of young children.

We would like to interview you over the telephone. Enclosed with this letter is a copy of (PARENT)’s
permission letter for you to participate in the child care portion of the study on behalf of (CHILD)'s family. This
interview would take about 25 to 30 minutes. You will be asked questions about the care you provide, how you get
along with the study child, the child's learning and behavior, your background, and your ideas about caring for
children. We will send you $35 to thank you for your time.

According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, no persons are required to respond to a collection of
information unless it displays a valid OMB control number. The valid OMB control number for this information
collection is 1850-0750. Approval expires 01/31/2009. The collection of information in this study is authorized by
Public Law 107-279 Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002, Title I, Part C, Sec. 151(b) and Sec. 153(a).
Participation is voluntary. You may skip questions you do not wish to answer; however, we hope that you will
answer as many questions as you can. Your responses are protected from disclosure by federal statute (PL 107-279
Title I, Part C, Sec. 183). All responses that relate to or describe identifiable characteristics of individuals may be
used only for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose,
unless otherwise compelled by law. Data will be combined to produce statistical reports. No individual data that
links your name, address, telephone number, or identification number with your responses will be included in the
statistical reports. If you have any questions or concerns about confidentiality or your rights in this research study,
contact Gail Mulligan at the National Center for Education Statistics at 1-202-502-7491 or Gail.Mulligan@ed.gov.

An interviewer from Westat will call you by telephone to schedule a time for the interview. If you have
questions about the study, you may ask the interviewer, or you may call the Westat study hotline at 1-800-555-5555
to speak with a study coordinator. The information you give will help make the study a success. We thank you for
your help.

Sincerely yours,

Horou Touraryesn

Karen Tourangeau
Project Director
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