B.  Collection of Information Employing Statistical Methods
The agency should be prepared to justify its decision not to use statistical methods in any case where such methods might reduce burden or improve accuracy of results.  When Item 17 on Form 83-I is checked “Yes,” the following documentation should be included in the Supporting Statement to the extent that it applies to the methods proposed:

1. Describe the potential respondent universe (including a numerical estimate) and any sampling or other respondent selection method to be used.  Data on the number of entities (e.g., establishments, state and local government units, households, or persons) in the universe covered by the collection and in the corresponding sample are to be provided in tabular form for the universe as a whole and for each of the strata in the proposed sample.  Indicate expected response rates for the proposed sample.  Indicate expected response rates for the collection as a whole.  If the collection had been conducted previously, include the actual response rate achieved during the last collection.

The respondent universe in the six case studies is estimated to be three district language arts/reading supervisors, six principals, six literacy/reading specialists, and an estimated 72 classroom teachers (K-3).  The estimate will be revised once schools are officially enrolled in the study.   In a study such as this, it is not possible for schools to partially participate.  Candidate schools will be made fully aware of the project goals and the required data collection processes; a major factor in a school’s decision to participate is likely to be the ability and willingness to help provide data through interviews, surveys, and observations.  Therefore, a 100 percent response rate is expected from all constituencies in schools that decide to participate.    
2. Describe the procedures for the collection of information, including:

· Statistical methodology for stratification and sample selection.

· Estimation procedure.

· Degree of accuracy needed for the purpose described in the justification.

· Unusual problems requiring specialized sampling procedures, and

· Any use of periodic (less frequent than annual) data collection cycles to reduce burden.

A comprehensive approach was developed and implemented to identify the sample of six schools for the case studies.  The methodology incorporated an analysis of the rigor of state standards and assessments, NAEP results, and school profiles available through the National Center for Educational Achievement (NCEA).  Three geographically dispersed school districts were identified in which there were at least five to six schools with strong performances in K-3 students’ reading.  A detailed review of all elementary schools within each of the three districts was conducted using a matrix consisting of Just For The Kids Opportunity Gaps data, demographic information, academic achievement assessed through state-wide mandated assessments, and AYP status.  The following school characteristics, collected from the school’s most recent NCLB Report Card, were also included in the matrix:  

· student enrollment

· average daily student attendance

· student mobility rate

· number of teachers

· average number of years of teaching experience

· percentage of classes taught by NCLB HQ

· faculty mobility rate

· participation in Reading First

The final review and selection of the candidate schools reflect geographic, racial, ethnic, and linguistic diversity in addition to the strength of student outcomes in reading.

3. Describe methods to maximize response and to deal with issues of non-response.  The accuracy and reliability of information collected must be shown to be adequate for intended uses.  For collections based on sampling, a special justification must be provided for any collection that will not yield “reliable” data that can be generalized to the universe studied.

Representatives of all participating schools will be asked to sign memoranda of understanding agreeing to full participation in data collection efforts by teachers, literacy/reading specialists, principals and district language arts/reading supervisors. Given this approach to recruitment and the nature of the research, non-response will be relatively unlikely.
4. Describe any tests of procedures or methods to be undertaken.  Testing is encouraged as an effective means of refining collections of information to minimize burden and improve utility.  Tests must be approved if they call for answers to identical questions from 10 or more respondents.  A proposed test or set of tests may be submitted for approval separately or in combination with the main collection of information.

No testing procedures are being proposed. The proposed data collection tools are commercially available or have been used in previous research projects with success.

5. Provide the name and telephone number of individuals consulted on statistical aspects of the design and the name of the agency unit, contractor(s), grantee(s), or other persons who will actually collect and/or analyze the information for the agency.
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