
Measuring Trust Attachment 2- Questions to be cognitively tested.

The Public Health Service Act provides us with the authority to do this research (42 United States Code 242k).  All information which would 
permit identification of any individual, a practice, or an establishment will be held confidential, will be used only by NCHS staff, contractors, and
agents only when required and with necessary controls, and will not be disclosed or released to other persons without the consent of the 
individual or the establishment in accordance with section 308(d) of the Public Health Service Act (42 USC 242m) and the Confidential 
Information Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act (PL-107-347).  
Public reporting burden for this collection of information is estimated to average 60 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing 
instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of 
information.  An agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a 
currently valid OMB control number.  Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, 
including suggestions for reducing this burden, to CDC/ATSDR Reports Clearance Officer; 1600 Clifton Road, MS D-24, Atlanta, GA 30333, 
ATTN: PRA (0920-0222). 
OMB #0920-0222; Expiration Date: 03/31/2013

Module 1. (All respondents)

1. I will give you the names of two organizations.  Have you ever heard of them on the 
radio, TV, newspapers, or somewhere else?

National Center for Health Statistics
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention

2. The National Center for Health Statistics or the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention are organizations that produce statistics on health in the United States.  To 
what extent did you know of the National Center for Health Statistics or the Centers for 
Disease Control and Prevention before this survey?

I knew them well
I knew them somewhat
I heard their names
I did not know them at all
Not sure
Don’t know

3. Have you ever used statistics produced by the National Center for Health Statistics or the 
Centers for Disease Control and Prevention for any purpose, such as study, work, or 
personal interest?

Yes, frequently (referred to as “frequent users” from here on)
Yes, occasionally
No

4. Have you participated in any survey carried out by the National Center for Health 
Statistics or the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention?

Yes  (Go to 4a)
No
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Not sure
Don’t know

4a. To what extent do you agree or disagree with the following statement:  “I believe that the 
information I provide to the National Center for Health Statistics or the Centers for Disease 
Control and Prevention will be kept confidential”.

Strongly agree
Somewhat agree
Somewhat disagree
Strongly disagree
Not sure
Don’t know

4b. (Ask if responded Yes to Q3).  For approximately how long have you been using 
statistics from the National Center for Health Statistics or the Centers for Disease Control and 
Prevention?

For less than 1 year
For 1-2 years
For 2-4 years
For 5 years or more
Not sure
Don’t know

4c. (Ask if ‘Yes’ to Q3)  Approximately how often have you used statistics from National Center
for Health Statistics or the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention during the last year?

Daily
A few times a month
A few times a year
Occasionally
Never
Not sure
Don’t know

Module 2. (All respondents)
Personally, how much trust do you have in statistics produced by the National Center for Health 
Statistics or the Centers for Disease Control and Prevention on health?

Trust them greatly
Tend to trust them
Tend not to trust them
Distrust them greatly
Not sure
Don’t know
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Module 3. (Asked of Frequent Users/Those who said yes, frequently to Q3 in Module 1)
Next, I would like to ask you about some specific statistics published by the government.

1. Let us start with statistics on inflation, called the Consumer Price Index.
a. Have you ever referred to it for any purpose, such as study, work, or personal 

interest?
Yes (continue with Q 1b below)
No (Skip to Q2)

b. Which of the following statements express your views about the Consumer Price 
Index?

Strongly
 agree

Somewhat
 agree

Somewhat
 disagree

Strongly
 disagree

Do not
 know

It gives me the information I want; do 
you…
It gets released fast enough; do you…
It does not change over time in 
unexpected ways; do you…
It is free from interference from 
politicians for their own gain; do you…
It gives results similar to other sources 
on the same topic; do you…

2.  Now I would like you to think about employment and unemployment statistics.

a. Have you ever referred to it for any purpose, such as study, work, or personal 
interest?
Yes (continue with Q 2b below)
No (Skip to Q3)

b. Which of the following statements express your views about employment and 
unemployment statistics?

Strongly
 agree

Somewhat
 agree

Somewhat
 disagree

Strongly
 disagree

Do not
 know

It gives me the information I want; do 
you…
It gets released fast enough; do you…
It does not change over time in 
unexpected ways; do you…
It is free from interference from 
politicians for their own gain; do you…
It gives results similar to other sources 
on the same topic; do you…
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3. Now I would like you to think about the Gross Domestic Product.

a. Have you ever referred to it for any purpose, such as study, work, or personal 
interest?
Yes (continue with Q 3b below)
No (Skip to Q4)

b. Which of the following statements express your views about the Gross Domestic 
Product?

Strongly
 agree

Somewhat
 agree

Somewhat
 disagree

Strongly
 disagree

Do not
 know

It gives me the information I want; do 
you…
It gets released fast enough; do you…
It does not change over time in 
unexpected ways; do you…
It is free from interference from 
politicians for their own gain; do you…
It gives results similar to other sources 
on the same topic; do you…

4. Finally, I would like you to think about the crime rate.

a. Have you ever referred to it for any purpose, such as study, work, or personal 
interest?
Yes (continue with Q 4b below)
No (Skip to Module 4/Demographics)

b. Which of the following statements express your views about the crime rate?

Strongly
 agree

Somewhat
 agree

Somewhat
 disagree

Strongly
 disagree

Do not
 know

It gives me the information I want; do 
you…
It gets released fast enough; do you…
It does not change over time in 
unexpected ways; do you…
It is free from interference from 
politicians for their own gain; do you…
It gives results similar to other sources 
on the same topic; do you…
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Module 4.   DEMOGRAPHICS (All respondents)

1.  Which age group best describes you?

Under 20 years
20-34 years
35-49 years
50-64 years
65 and over years

2. Instruction to interviewer:  Please enter here the gender of the respondent
Female
Male

3. What is the highest level of completed education?
Less than High School Diploma
High School Diploma or the equivalent (for example: GED)
Some college but no degree
Associate Degree in college – Academic program or Occupational/vocational program
Bachelor’s degree (For example: BA, AB, BS)
Master’s degree (For example: MA, MS, MEng, MEd, MSW, MBA)
Professional or Doctorate (for example: MD, PhD, DVM, JD)

4. Which of the following best describes your income before taxes?

$10,000 or below
10,000 to less than 26,000
26,000 to less than 50,000
50,000 to less than 89,000
89,000 or above

5. Which of the following terms best describe your situation?
Work in private sector
Work in public sector
Student
Currently unemployed [or on leave]
Retired
Other

6. What is the approximate population of the place where you live?
City/town of more than 1,000,000 people
City/town of more than 500,000 to 999,999 people
City/town of more than 100,000 to 499,999 people
City/town of more than 25,000 to 99,999 people
City/town of less than 25,000 people/Rural area
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