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Background



Male rape in correctional facilities

• Few studies

• Estimates of sexual assault <1% to 14%

• Estimates of sexual coercion up to 22% 

• Vulnerable populations

– Inmates with drug addiction

– Inmates with mental health issues

– Inmates who are homosexual or bisexual

– Inmates with little experience with corrections

Hensley C, Tewksbury R. Trauma Violence Abuse 2002;3(3):226-43 



Prison Rape Elimination Act of 2003

• Purposes of the Act:
– Establish a zero-tolerance standard
– Make the prevention of prison rape a top priority
– Develop and implement national standards for 

detention, prevention, reduction, and punishment 
of prison rape

– Increase available data
– Standardize the definitions used for data 

collection
– Increase the accountability of prison officials
– Protect the Eighth Amendment right of prisoners
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A multi-measure, multi-mode strategy
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BJS Reports

• Reports available on the BJS website 
(http://bjs.ojp.usdoj.gov/):
– Sexual Violence Reported by Correctional 

Authorities (2004, 2005, 2006)
– Sexual Victimization in State and Federal Prisons 

Reported by Inmates (2007)
– Sexual Victimization in Local Jails Reported by 

Inmates (2007)
– Sexual Violence Reported by Juvenile Correctional 

Authorities (2005-2006)
– Sexual Victimization in Juvenile Facilities 

Reported by Youth (2008-2009)



Clinical Indicators Surveillance Project

• Medical surveillance

– Are there clinical conditions that are 

indicative of sexual assault?



BJS administrative records study – 2005

Types of injury

• Bruises, black eye, sprains,

cuts, scratches, swelling 11.0%

• Anal tearing   6.1%

• Broken bones   0.3%

• Teeth chipped/knocked out   0.3%

• Knocked unconscious   0.3%



BJS jail inmate survey – 2007

Types of injury

• Bruises, cuts, scratches 15.8%

• Teeth chipped/knocked out   8.9%

• Knocked unconscious   7.8%

• Anal tearing   6.3%

• Internal injuries   6.3%

• Broken bones   3.3%

• Knife or stab wounds   2.1%



Clinical Indicators of 
Sexual Violence in Custody

Goal

To develop a sensitive, specific, and 

sustainable data collection system to measure 

the occurrence of clinical indicators of 

sexual violence in correctional facilities. 



Proposed conditions

Unexplained rectal bleeding

Rectal or anal tears or fissures

Bruises, scratches, or abrasions on buttocks 

Genital bruising

Nipple injuries

OR

Allegation of sexual violence

OR

Clinician suspects sexual violence



Syndromic surveillance

Surveillance using health-related data that 

precede diagnosis and signal a sufficient 

probability of a case or an outbreak to warrant 

further public health response.



Surveillance

Reported

Not reported

Surveillance pyramid = total number of acts of sexual violence



Surveillance

Reported
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Surveillance pyramid = total number of acts of sexual violence
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Data Collection



When does the form get filled out?

• If an inmate makes an allegation of sexual 
violence

• If a clinician has a suspicion of sexual 
violence

• If an inmate has any of the following 
conditions diagnosed as part of a medical 
examination: 
– Unexplained rectal bleeding
– Rectal or anal tears or fissures 
– Bruises, scratches, or abrasions on buttocks 
– Genital bruising
– Nipple injuries



Which inmates qualify?

• Male inmates ages 18 and older



Which staff members can 
complete the form?

• Physicians

• Physician assistants (PA)

• Nurse practitioners (NP)

• Registered nurses (RN)

• Licensed practical nurses (LPN)



Which type of incidents get 
recorded?

• Injuries that occurred during the current 
incarceration

• Allegations that are made about an 
incident that occurred during the 
current incarceration

• New onset of symptoms
– Forms do not need to be completed for 

chronic conditions unrelated to sexual 
violence



Completing the form



Form Identification Number



Date of encounter



Indicators of Sexual Violence



Indicators of Sexual Violence



Inmate Demographics



General Injury Assessment



General Injury Assessment



Behavioral Observations



Behavioral Observations



Behavioral Observations



Behavioral Observations



Referral



Referral



Referral



Referral



Referral



Comments



Visit Information



Visit Information



Visit Information



Completed forms

• The Reporter will be responsible for 
maintaining completed forms and will 
serve as the point of contact for the 
facility

• Forms will be sent to CDC on a monthly 
basis
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