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According to the Paperwork Reduction Act of 1995, an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to a collection of information 
unless it displays a valid OMB control number.  The valid OMB control number for this information collection is 0581-0055.  The time required to complete this 
information collection is estimated to average 1.4 hours per response, including the time for reviewing instructions, searching existing data sources, gathering and 
maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information.  

The U.S. Department of Agriculture (USDA) prohibits discrimination in all its programs and activities on the basis of race, color, national origin, age, disability, and 
where applicable, sex, marital status, familial status, parental status, religion, sexual orientation, genetic information, political beliefs, reprisal, or because all or part 
of an individual’s income is derived from any public assistance program (Not all prohibited bases apply to all programs.) Persons with disabilities who require 
alternative means for communication of program information (Braille, large print, audiotape, etc.) should contact USDA’s TARGET Center at (202) 720-2600 (voice 
and TDD).  To file a complaint of discrimination, write to USDA, Director, Office of Civil Rights, 1400 Independence Avenue, S.W., Washington, D.C. 20250-9410, or 
call (800) 795-3272 (voice) or (202) 720-6382 (TDD). USDA is an equal opportunity provider and employer.

APPLICATION FOR PLANT VARIETY PROTECTION CERTIFICATE
EXHIBIT A – ORIGIN AND BREEDING HISTORY

1.  Describe the genealogy (back to and including public and commercial varieties, lines, or clones used) and the breeding method(s).

2.  Give the details of subsequent stages of selection and multiplication.

Year Detail of Stage Selection Criteria

3.  Is the variety uniform?        ____Yes     _____No

How did you test for uniformity?

4.  Is the variety stable?   _____ Yes     _____ No

How did you test for stability?  Over how many generations?

5.  Are genetic variants observed or expected during reproduction and multiplication?   _____ Yes     _____ No

If yes, state how these variants may be identified, their type and frequency.

**Continue on additional pages if necessary.
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Instructions for Completing Exhibit A - Origin and Breeding History

The applicant is required to provide:

1. A full disclosure of the genealogy back to publicly known varieties, lines, or clones, including the 
breeding method;

2. The details of subsequent stages of selection and multiplication used to develop the variety;
3. A statement of uniformity reporting the level of variability in any characteristics of the variety 

(commercially acceptable variability is allowed);
4.  A statement of genetic stability showing the number of cycles of seed reproduction for which the 

variety has remained unchanged in all distinguishing characteristics;
5. The type and frequency of variants observed during reproduction and multiplication;

Obtaining intellectual property rights requires disclosure. As part of this disclosure the applicant is to provide 
the public with information about his/her invention in exchange for protection of the variety. For Plant Variety 
Protection, this includes a full disclosure of the parentage and breeding methodology in the Exhibit A, Origin 
and Breeding History. This information would specify the plant material the applicant started from, i.e., the 
parentage. All material in the parentage must be traceable back to varieties, lines, or clones, etc. that are 
publicly known or a matter of common knowledge.

Also, as part of the breeding history and methodology, the Exhibit A includes the details of subsequent stages of
selection and multiplication; including the selection criteria. Additionally, if not obvious or enclosed elsewhere 
in the application, the Exhibit A would provide the characteristic(s) by which the application variety can be 
distinguished from the direct parent(s).

Lastly, the Exhibit A would contain a separate statement that provides:

1. A statement concerning whether the variety is uniform and stable and how many generations the variety 
has been observed to determine this. Please use the words "uniform" and "stable" or variations of those 
words when writing this statement.  

2. Whether there are genetic variants that are to be expected during normal maintenance of the variety, the 
description of the variants, and their frequency. In general, the frequency of variants should not be more 
than 5%. Beyond this level, the uniformity and stability of the variety may be called in question.

The following are examples of statements on variants, uniformity, and stability that are acceptable:

1. (Variety name) has been observed for (number) generations of reproduction and during the seed increase
period and is stable and uniform. No variants were observed.

2. Variety (Variety name) has been reproduced and judged stable for the past (number) generations. 
Variety (Variety name) is uniform for all traits as described in Exhibit C (Objective Description of 
Variety). (Variety name) shows no variants other than what would normally be expected due to 
environment. 

3. (Variety name) has been observed for (number) generations of increase and is stable and uniform. 
Variants appear in (Variety name) at a frequency of about 1 in 200. These variants have lengthened 
internodes but are identical to the variety in all other characteristics as described in Exhibit C. These 
variants are known to be the result of spontaneous mutation due to an euploidy. This type of mutation 
occurs in most, if not all, (crop kind) and is a characteristic of the species. These variants are 
commercially acceptable and predictable.
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