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Collection
Sec. 301.6325-1 Release of lien or discharge of property.

(b) Discharge of specific property from the lien—

(1) Property double the amount of the liability. 

(i) The appropriate official may, in his discretion, issue a certificate of discharge of any part of the property subject to
a Federal tax lien imposed under chapter 64 of the Internal Revenue Code if he determines that the fair market 
value of that part of the property remaining subject to the Federal tax lien is at least double the sum of the amount
of the unsatisfied liability secured by the Federal tax lien and of the amount of all other liens upon the property 
which have priority over the Federal tax lien. In general, fair market value is that amount which one ready and 
willing but not compelled to buy would pay to another ready and willing but not compelled to sell the property. 

(ii) The following example illustrates a case in which a certificate of discharge may not be given under this 
subparagraph:

Example. The Federal tax liability secured by a lien is $1,000. The fair market value of all property which after the 
discharge will continue to be subject to the Federal tax lien is $10,000. There is a prior mortgage on the
property of $5,000, including interest, and the property is subject to a prior lien of $100 for real estate 
taxes. Accordingly, the taxpayer's equity in the property over and above the amount of the mortgage 
and real estate taxes is $4,900, or nearly five times the amount required to pay the assessed tax on 
which the Federal tax lien is based. Nevertheless, a discharge under this subparagraph is not 
permissible. In the illustration, the sum of the amount of the Federal tax liability ($1,000) and of the 
amount of the prior mortgage and the lien for real estate taxes ($5,000+$100=$5,100) is $6,100. 
Double this sum is $12,200, but the fair market value of the remaining property is only $10,000. Hence, 
a discharge of the property is not permissible under this subparagraph, since the Code requires that the
fair market value of the remaining property be at least double the sum of two amounts, one amount eing
the outstanding Federal tax liability and the other amount being all prior liens upon such property. In 
order that the discharge may be issued, it would be necessary that the remaining property be worth not 
less than $12,200.

(2) Part payment; interest of United States valueless—

(i) Part payment. The appropriate official may, in his discretion, issue a certificate of discharge of any part of the 
property subject to a Federal tax lien imposed under chapter 64 of the Internal Revenue Code if there is paid over
to him in partial satisfaction of the liability secured by the Federal tax lien an amount determined by him to be not 
less than the value of the interest of the United States in the property to be so discharged. In determining the 
amount to be paid, the appropriate official will take into consideration all the facts and circumstances of the case, 
including the expenses to which the government has been put in the matter. In no case shall the amount to be 
paid be less than the value of the interest of the United States in the property with respect to which the certificate 
of discharge is to be issued.

(ii) Interest of the United States valueless. The appropriate official may, in his discretion, issue a certificate of 
discharge of any part of the property subject to the Federal tax lien if he determines that the interest of the United 
States in the property to be so discharged has no value.

(3) Discharge of property by substitution of proceeds of sale. The appropriate official may, in his discretion, issue a 
certificate of discharge of any part of the property subject to a Federal tax lien imposed under chapter 64 of the 
Internal Revenue Code if such part of the property is sold and, pursuant to a written agreement with the appropriate 
official, the proceeds of the sale are held, as a fund subject to the Federal tax liens and claims of the United States, in
the same manner and with the same priority as the Federal tax liens or claims had with respect to the discharged 
property. This paragraph does not apply unless the sale divests the taxpayer of all right, title, and interest in the 
property sought to be discharged. Any reasonable and necessary expenses incurred in connection with the sale of the
property and the administration of the sale proceeds shall be paid by the applicant or from the proceeds of the sale 
before satisfaction of any Federal tax liens or claims of the United States.



(4) Right of substitution of value--(i) Issuance of certificate of discharge to property owner who is not the taxpayer. If an 
owner of property subject to a Federal tax lien imposed under chapter 64 of the Internal Revenue Code submits an 
application for a certificate of discharge pursuant to paragraph (b)(5) of this section, the appropriate official shall issue
a certificate of discharge of such property after the owner either deposits with the appropriate official an amount equal
to the value of the interest of the United States in the property, as determined by the appropriate official pursuant to 
paragraph (b)(6) of this section, or furnishes an acceptable bond in a like amount. This paragraph does not apply if 
the person seeking the discharge is the person whose unsatisfied liability gave rise to the Federal tax lien. Thus, if the
property is owned by both the taxpayer and another person, the other person may obtain a certificate of discharge of 
the property under this paragraph, but the taxpayer may not.

    
(ii) Refund of deposit and release of bond. The appropriate official may, in his discretion, determine that either the 

entire unsatisfied tax liability listed on the notice of Federal tax lien can be satisfied from a source other than the 
property sought to be discharged, or the value of the interest of the United States is less than the prior 
determination of such value. The appropriate official shall refund the amount deposited with interest at the 
overpayment rate determined under section 6621 or release the bond furnished to the extent that he makes this 
determination.

(iii) Refund request. If a property owner desires an administrative refund of his deposit or release of the bond, the 
owner shall file a request in writing with the appropriate official. The request shall contain such information as the 
appropriate IRS Publication may require. The request must be filed within 120 days after the date the certificate of
discharge is issued. A refund request made under this paragraph neither is required nor is effective to extend the 
period for filing an action in court under section 7426(a)(4).

(iv) Internal Revenue Service's use of deposit if court action not filed. If no action is filed under section 7426(a)(4) 
for refund of the deposit or release of the bond within the 120-day period specified therein, the appropriate official 
shall, within 60 days after the expiration of the 120-day period, apply the amount deposited or collect on such 
bond to the extent necessary to satisfy the liability listed on the notice of Federal tax lien, and shall refund, with 
interest at the overpayment rate determined under section 6621, any portion of the amount deposited that is not 
used to satisfy the liability. If the appropriate official has not completed the application of the deposit to the 
unsatisfied liability before the end of the 60-day period, the deposit will be deemed to have been applied to the 
unsatisfied liability as of the 60th day.

(5) Application for certificate of discharge. Any person desiring a certificate of discharge under this paragraph (b) 
shall submit an application in writing to the appropriate official. The application shall contain the information required 
by the appropriate IRS Publication. For purposes of this paragraph (b), any application for certificate of discharge 
made by a property owner who is not the taxpayer, and any amount submitted pursuant to the application, will be 
treated as an application for discharge and a deposit under section 6325(b)(4) unless the owner of the property 
submits a statement, in writing, that the application is being submitted under another paragraph of section 6325 and 
not under section 6325(b)(4), and the owner in writing waives the rights afforded under paragraph (b)(4), including the
right to seek judicial review.

(6) Valuation of interest of United States. For purposes of paragraphs (b)(2) and (b)(4) of this section, in determining 
the value of the interest of the United States in the property, or any part thereof, with respect to which the certificate of
discharge is to be issued, the appropriate official shall give consideration to the value of the property and the amount 
of all liens and encumbrances thereon having priority over the Federal tax lien. In determining the value of the 
property, the appropriate official may, in his discretion, give consideration to the forced sale value of the property in 
appropriate cases.

d) Subordination of lien—

(1) By payment of the amount subordinated. The appropriate official may, in his discretion, issue a certificate of 
subordination of a lien imposed under chapter 64 of the Internal Revenue Code upon any part of the property subject 
to the lien if there is paid over to the appropriate official an amount equal to the amount of the lien or interest to which 
the certificate subordinates the lien of the United States. For this purpose, the tax lien may be subordinated to another
lien or interest on a dollar-for-dollar basis. 

For example, if a notice of a Federal tax lien is filed and a delinquent taxpayer secures a mortgage loan on a part of 
the property subject to the tax lien and pays over the proceeds of the loan to a appropriate official after an 
application for a certificate of subordination is approved, the appropriate official will issue a certificate of 
subordination. This certificate will have the effect of subordinating the tax lien to the mortgage.



(2) To facilitate tax collection--(i) In general. The appropriate official may, in his discretion, issue a certificate of 
subordination of a lien imposed under chapter 64 of the Internal Revenue Code upon any part of the property subject 
to the lien if the appropriate official believes that the subordination of the lien will ultimately result in an increase in the 
amount realized by the United States from the property subject to the lien and will facilitate the ultimate collection of 
the tax liability.

(ii) Examples. The provisions of this subparagraph may be illustrated by the following examples:

Example 1. A, a farmer needs money in order to harvest his crop. A Federal tax lien, notice of which has 
been filed, is outstanding with respect to A's property. B, a lending institution is willing to make 
the necessary loan if the loan is secured by a first mortgage on the farm which is prior to the 
Federal tax lien. Upon examination, the appropriate official believes that ultimately the amount 
realizable from A's property will be increased and the collection of the tax liability will be facilitated
by the availability of cash when the crop is harvested and sold. In this case, the appropriate 
official may, in his discretion, subordinate the tax lien on the farm to the mortgage securing the 
crop harvesting loan.

Example 2. C owns a commercial building which is deteriorating and in unsalable condition. Because of 
outstanding Federal tax liens, notices of which have been filed, C is unable to finance the repair 
and rehabilitation of the building. D, a contractor, is willing to do the work if his mechanic's lien on 
the property is superior to the Federal tax liens. Upon examination, the appropriate official 
believes that ultimately the amount realizable from C's property will be increased and the 
collection of the tax liability will be facilitated by arresting deterioration of the property and 
restoring it to salable condition. In this case, the appropriate official may, in his discretion, 
subordinate the tax lien on the building to the mechanic's lien.

Example 3. E, a manufacturer of electronic equipment, obtains financing from F, a lending institution, 
pursuant to a security agreement, with respect to which a financing statement was duly filed 
under the Uniform Commercial Code on June 1, 1970. On April 15, 1971, F gains actual notice or
knowledge that notice of a Federal tax lien had been filed against E on March 31, 1971, and F 
refuses to make further advances unless its security interest is assured of priority over the 
Federal tax lien. Upon examination, the appropriate official believes that ultimately the amount 
realizable from E's property will be increased and the collection of the tax liability will be facilitated
if the work in process can be completed and the equipment sold. In this case, the appropriate 
official may, in his discretion, subordinate the tax lien to F's security interest for the further 
advances required to complete the work.

Example 4. Suit is brought against G by H, who claims ownership of property the legal title to which is held by
G. A Federal tax lien against G, notice of which has previously been filed, will be enforceable 
against the property if G's title is confirmed. Because section 6323(b)(8) is inapplicable, J, an 
attorney, is unwilling to defend the case for G unless he is granted a contractual lien on the 
property, superior to the Federal tax lien. Upon examination, the appropriate official believes that 
the successful defense of the case by G will increase the amount ultimately realizable from G's 
property and will facilitate collection of the tax liability. In this case, the appropriate official may, in 
his discretion, subordinate the tax lien to J's contractual lien on the disputed property to secure 
J's reasonable fees and expenses.

(3) Subordination of section 6324B lien. The appropriate official may issue a certificate of subordination with respect to a
lien imposed by section 6324B if the appropriate official determines that the interests of the United States will be 
adequately secured after such subordination. 

For example, A, a qualified heir of qualified real property, needs to borrow money for farming purposes. If the current 
fair market value of the real property is $150,000, the amount of the claim to which the special lien is to be 
subordinated is $40,000, the potential liability for additional tax (as defined in section 2032A(c)) is less than 
$55,000, and there are no other facts to indicate that the interest of the United States will not be adequately 
secured, the appropriate official may issue a certificate of subordination. The result would be the same if the loan 
were for bona fide purposes other than farming.

(4) Application for certificate of subordination. Any person desiring a certificate of subordination under this 
paragraph shall submit an application therefore in writing to the appropriate official responsible for the collection of the
tax. The application shall contain such information as the appropriate official may require.


