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26 U.S.C.

§ 5412. Removal of beer in containers or by pipeline 

Beer may be removed from the brewery for consumption or sale only in 
hogsheads, packages, and similar containers, marked, branded, or labeled in 
such manner as the Secretary may by regulation require, except that beer may 
be removed from the brewery by pipeline to contiguous distilled spirits plants 
under section 5222.

27 U.S.C.

§ 205. Unfair competition and unlawful practices 

It shall be unlawful for any person engaged in business as a distiller, brewer, 
rectifier, blender, or other producer, or as an importer or wholesaler, of distilled 
spirits, wine, or malt beverages, or as a bottler, or warehouseman and bottler, of 
distilled spirits, directly or indirectly or through an affiliate:

(e) Labeling 
To sell or ship or deliver for sale or shipment, or otherwise introduce in interstate 
or foreign commerce, or to receive therein, or to remove from customs custody 
for consumption, any distilled spirits, wine, or malt beverages in bottles, unless 
such products are bottled, packaged, and labeled in conformity with such 
regulations, to be prescribed by the Secretary of the Treasury, with respect to 
packaging, marking, branding, and labeling and size and fill of container 

(1) as will prohibit deception of the consumer with respect to such products or the
quantity thereof and as will prohibit, irrespective of falsity, such statements 
relating to age, manufacturing processes, analyses, guarantees, and scientific or 
irrelevant matters as the Secretary of the Treasury finds to be likely to mislead 
the consumer; 

(2) as will provide the consumer with adequate information as to the identity and 
quality of the products, the alcoholic content thereof (except that statements of, 
or statements likely to be considered as statements of, alcoholic content of malt 
beverages are prohibited unless required by State law and except that, in case of
wines, statements of alcoholic content shall be required only for wines containing
more than 14 per centum of alcohol by volume), the net contents of the package, 
and the manufacturer or bottler or importer of the product; 

(3) as will require an accurate statement, in the case of distilled spirits (other than
cordials, liqueurs, and specialties) produced by blending or rectification, if neutral
spirits have been used in the production thereof, informing the consumer of the 



percentage of neutral spirits so used and of the name of the commodity from 
which such neutral spirits have been distilled, or in case of neutral spirits or of gin
produced by a process of continuous distillation, the name of the commodity from
which distilled; 

(4) as will prohibit statements on the label that are disparaging of a competitor's 
products or are false, misleading, obscene, or indecent; and

5) as will prevent deception of the consumer by use of a trade or brand name 
that is the name of any living individual of public prominence, or existing private 
or public organization, or is a name that is in simulation or is an abbreviation 
thereof, and as will prevent the use of a graphic, pictorial, or emblematic 
representation of any such individual or organization, if the use of such name or 
representation is likely falsely to lead the consumer to believe that the product 
has been indorsed, made, or used by, or produced for, or under the supervision 
of, or in accordance with the specifications of, such individual or organization: 
Provided, That this clause shall not apply to the use of the name of any person 
engaged in business as a distiller, brewer, rectifier, blender, or other producer, or
as an importer, wholesaler, retailer, bottler, or warehouseman, of distilled spirits, 
wine, or malt beverages, nor to the use by any person of a trade or brand name 
used by him or his predecessor in interest prior to August 29, 1935; including 
regulations requiring, at time of release from customs custody, certificates issued
by foreign governments covering origin, age, and identity of imported products: 
Provided further, That nothing herein nor any decision, ruling, or regulation of any
Department of the Government shall deny the right of any person to use any 
trade name or brand of foreign origin not presently effectively registered in the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office which has been used by such person
or predecessors in the United States for a period of at least five years last past, if
the use of such name or brand is qualified by the name of the locality in the 
United States in which the product is produced, and, in the case of the use of 
such name or brand on any label or in any advertisement, if such qualification is 
as conspicuous as such name or brand. 

It shall be unlawful for any person to alter, mutilate, destroy, obliterate, or remove
any mark, brand, or label upon distilled spirits, wine, or malt beverages held for 
sale in interstate or foreign commerce or after shipment therein, except as 
authorized by Federal law or except pursuant to regulations of the Secretary of 
the Treasury authorizing relabeling for purposes of compliance with the 
requirements of this subsection or of State law.

In order to prevent the sale or shipment or other introduction of distilled spirits, 
wine, or malt beverages in interstate or foreign commerce, if bottled, packaged, 
or labeled in violation of the requirements of this subsection, (1) no bottler of 
distilled spirits, no producer, blender, or wholesaler of wine, or proprietor of a 
bonded wine storeroom, and no brewer or wholesaler of malt beverages shall 
bottle, and (2) no person shall remove from customs custody, in bottles, for sale 



or any other commercial purpose, distilled spirits, wine, or malt beverages, 
respectively, after such date as the Secretary of the Treasury fixes as the earliest
practicable date for the application of the provisions of this subsection to any 
class of such persons (but not later than August 15, 1936, in the case of distilled 
spirits, and December 15, 1936, in the case of wine and malt beverages, and 
only after thirty days' public notice), unless, upon application to the Secretary of 
the Treasury, he has obtained and has in his possession a certificate of label 
approval covering the distilled spirits, wine, or malt beverages, issued by the 
Secretary in such manner and form as he shall by regulations prescribe: 
Provided, That any such bottler of distilled spirits, or producer, blender, or 
wholesaler of wine, or proprietor of a bonded wine storeroom, or brewer or 
wholesaler of malt beverages shall be exempt from the requirements of this 
subsection if, upon application to the Secretary, he shows to the satisfaction of 
the Secretary that the distilled spirits, wine, or malt beverages to be bottled by 
the applicant are not to be sold, or offered for sale, or shipped or delivered for 
shipment, or otherwise introduced, in interstate or foreign commerce. Officers of 
internal revenue are authorized and directed to withhold the release of distilled 
spirits from the bottling plant unless such certificates have been obtained, or 
unless the application of the bottler for exemption has been granted by the 
Secretary; and customs officers are authorized and directed to withhold the 
release from customs custody of distilled spirits, wine, and malt beverages, 
unless such certificates have been obtained. The District Courts of the United 
States, and the United States court for any Territory shall have jurisdiction of 
suits to enjoin, annul, or suspend in whole or in part any final action by the 
Secretary upon any application under this subsection; or
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Sec.  7.25  Name and address.

    (a) Domestic malt beverages. (1) On labels of containers of domestic malt 
beverages there shall be stated the name of the bottler or packer and the place 
where bottled or packed. The bottler's or packer's principal place of business 
may be shown in lieu of the actual place where bottled or packed if the address 
shown is a location where bottling or packing operation takes place. The 
appropriate TTB officer may disapprove the listing of a principal place of 
business if its use would create a false or misleading impression as to the 
geographic origin of the beer.

    (2) If malt beverages are bottled or packed for a person other than the actual 
bottler or packer there may be stated in addition to the name and address of the 
bottler or packer (but not in lieu of), the name and address of such other person 
immediately preceded by the words ``bottled for,'' ``distributed by,'' or other 
similar appropriate phrase.

    (b) Imported malt beverages. On labels of containers of imported malt 
beverages, there shall be stated the words ``imported by,'' or a singular 
appropriate phrase, and immediately thereafter the name of the permittee who is 
the importer, or exclusive agent, or sole distributor, or other person responsible 
for the importation, together with the principal place of business in the United 
States of such person. In addition there may, but need not, be stated unless 
required by State or foreign law or regulation the name and principal place of 
business of the foreign manufacturer, bottler, packer, or shipper.

    (c) Post-office address. The ``place'' stated shall be the post-office address, 
except that the street address may be omitted. No additional places or addresses
shall be stated for the same person, unless (1) such person is actively engaged 
in the conduct of an additional bona fide and actual malt beverage business at 
such additional place or address, and (2) the label also contains, in direct 
conjunction therewith, appropriate descriptive material indicating the function 
occurring at such additional place or address in connection with the particular 
malt beverage.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 
1513-0085)

[T.D. 6551, 25 FR 13859, Dec. 29, 1960, as amended by T.D. ATF-225, 51 
FR 8492, Mar. 12, 1986]



Sec.  25.141  Barrels and kegs.

    (a) General requirements. The brewer's name or trade name and the place of 
production (city and, if necessary for identification, State) shall be permanently 
marked on each barrel or keg. If the place of production is clearly shown on the 
bung or on the tap cover, or on a label securely affixed to each barrel or keg, the 
place of production need not be permanently marked on each barrel or keg. No 
statement as to payment of internal revenue taxes may be shown.

    (b) Breweries of same ownership. (1) If two or more breweries are owned or 
operated by the same person, firm, or corporation (as defined in Sec.  25.181), 
the place of production:

    (i) May be shown as the only location on the bung, or on the tap cover, or on a 
separate label attached to the keg;

    (ii) May be included in a listing of the locations of breweries qualified under this
part if the place of production is not given less emphasis than any of the other 
locations; or

    (iii) Need not be shown if the brewer's principal place of business is shown in 
lieu of any other location. The brewer's principal place of business will be the 
location of a brewery operated by the brewer and qualified under this part.

    (2) If the location of two or more breweries is shown on the keg, bung, tap 
cover, or on a separate label attached to the keg (paragraph (b)(1)(ii)), or if the 
brewer's principal place of business is shown in lieu of the actual place of 
production (paragraph (b)(1)(iii)), the brewer shall indicate the actual place of 
production by printing, coding or other markings on the keg, bung, tap cover, or 
on a separate label attached to the keg. The coding system employed will permit 
an appropriate TTB officer to determine the place of production (including street 
address if two or more breweries are located in the same city) of the beer. The 
brewer must notify the appropriate TTB officer prior to employing a coding 
system.

    (c) Label approval required. Labels or tap covers used by brewers shall be 
covered by certificates of label approval, Form 5100.31, when required by Part 7 
of this chapter.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 
1513-0085)

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85-859, 72 Stat. 1389, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5412))

[T.D. ATF-224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1986, as amended by T.D. ATF-225, 51 
FR 8492, Mar. 12, 1986; T.D. ATF-437, 66 FR 5479, Jan. 19, 2001]



Sec.  25.142  Bottles.

    (a) Label requirements. Each bottle of beer shall show by label or otherwise 
the name or trade name of the brewer, the net contents of the bottle, the nature 
of the product such as beer, ale, porter, stout, etc., and the place of production 
(city and, when necessary for identification, State). No statement as to payment 
of internal revenue taxes may be shown.

    (b) Breweries of same ownership. 

    (1) If two or more breweries are owned or operated by the same person, firm, 
or corporation (as defined in Sec.  25.181), the place of production:

    (i) May be shown as the only location on the label;

    (ii) May be included in a listing of the locations of breweries qualified under this
part if the place of production is not given less emphasis than any of the other 
locations; or

    (iii) Need not be shown if the brewer's principal place of business is shown in 
lieu of any other location. The brewer's principal place of business will be the 
location of a brewery operated by the brewer and qualified under this part.

    (2) If the location of two or more breweries is shown on the label (paragraph 
(b)(1)(ii)), or if the brewer's principal place of business is shown on the label in 
lieu of the actual place of production (paragraph (b)(1)(iii)), the brewer shall 
indicate the actual place of production by printing, coding or other markings on 
the label, bottle, crown or lid. The coding system employed will permit an 
appropriate TTB officer to determine the place of production (including street 
address if two or more breweries are located in the same city) of the beer. The 
brewer must notify the appropriate TTB offcer prior to employing a coding 
system.

    (c) Distinctive names. If the brewer's name, trade name or brand name 
includes the name of a city which is not the place where the beer was produced, 
the appropriate TTB officer may require the brewer to state the actual place of 
production on the label.

    (d) Tolerances. The statement of net contents shall indicate exactly the volume
of beer within the bottle except for variations in measuring as may occur in filling 
conducted in compliance with good commercial practice. The barrel equivalent of
bottles filled during a consecutive three month period, calculated on the basis of 
the brewer's fill test records, may not vary more than 0.5 percent from the barrel 
equivalent of bottles filled during the same period, calculated on the basis of the 
stated net contents of the bottles. The brewer is liable for the tax on the entire 



amount of beer removed, without benefit of tolerance, when the fill of bottles and 
cans exceeds the tolerance for the three month period, or when filling is not 
conducted in compliance with good commercial practice.

    (e) Label approval required. Labels used by brewers shall be covered by 
certificates of label approval, Form 5100.31, when required by Part 7 of this 
chapter.

    (f) Short-fill bottles. A brewer may dispose of taxpaid short-fill bottles of beer to
employees for their use but not for resale. These bottles need not be labeled, but
if labeled they need not show an accurate statement of net contents.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 
1513-0085)

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85-859, 72 Stat. 1389, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5412))

[T.D. ATF-224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1986, as amended by T.D. ATF-225, 51 
FR 8492, Mar. 12, 1986; T.D. ATF-437, 66 FR 5479, Jan. 19, 2001]

Sec.  25.143  Cases.

    (a) Brewer's name. The brewer's name or trade name will be shown on each 
case or other shipping container of bottled beer. A brewer may use unmarked 
cases to hold:

    (1) Cartons of beer, if the visible portion of the cartons shows the required 
name; or

    (2) Bottles or cans with plastic carriers, if the visible portion of the bottles or 
cans shows the required name.

    (b) Other information. The brewer may show on a case or shipping container 
the place of production (city and, when necessary for identification, State), and 
the addresses of other breweries owned by the same person, firm, or corporation
(as defined in Sec.  25.181). If only one address is shown, it will be that of the 
producing brewery, or of the brewer's principal place of business.

(Approved by the Office of Management and Budget under control number 
1513-0085)

(Sec. 201, Pub. L. 85-859, 72 Stat. 1389, as amended (26 U.S.C. 5412))

[T.D. ATF-224, 51 FR 7673, Mar. 5, 1986, as amended by T.D. ATF-225, 51 
FR 8492, Mar. 12, 1986]


