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ABSTRACT:

The National Cancer Institute (NCI), in collaboration with our research partners – the NIH 
Clinical Center, The Johns Hopkins University and Georgetown University Hospital, is 
interested in leading a national effort to develop core competencies and curricula for 
undergraduate professional nurses in the area of clinical research and clinical trials. The NCI 
proposes conducting formative research to explore the thoughts and opinions of practicing nurses
and individuals about needs regarding educating nurses in the area of clinical research and 
clinical trials at the undergraduate level. The research would involve in-depth interviews (IDIs) 
as well as an online focus group discussion using a methodology called “Advance Strategy 
Online (ASO) session of nurse educators, nurse executives, practicing nurses, and deans in 
nursing schools. The goal is to help inform NCI’s efforts to collaborate with key stakeholders 
(both internal and external) to develop clinical research and clinical trials core competencies and 
curricula guidelines for entry-level professional nursing practice.
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ABSTRACT:

The NCI’s Public Health Genomics Interest Group and Office of Communications and Education
(OCE) have developed draft messages for the general public about personal genomics and 
genetic testing. The proposed message testing research with consumers and health advocates will
allow NCI to better understand what messaging meets the information needs of and is of most 
interest to the general public, and will inform the refinement of messages and development of 
materials on the topics of personal genomics and genetic testing.  The proposed methodologies 
for this data collection are focus groups and triads.
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