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Why the information is being collected.  Among the many operations related to the criminal
justice statistics function of the Bureau of Justice Statistics (BJS) is the administration of the
National Criminal History Improvement Program (NCHIP), established by the Brady Handgun
Violence  Prevention  Act  (Brady  Act).  Since  1989,  The  Survey  of  State  Criminal  History
Information  Systems has  provided state  and federal  lawmakers,  policymakers,  state  criminal
record agency administrators, researchers and others with the only comprehensive data available
on the number and completeness of state-maintained criminal history records, the backbone of
the nation’s criminal record information sharing network. Survey information has supported and
helped  gauge the  efficacy  of  initiatives,  NCHIP among them,  designed to  improve  criminal
history records to support firearm suitability determinations, sex offender and domestic violence
protection order registries. The Survey of State Criminal History Information Systems is essential
to assessing the impact of the NCHIP program nationally.  The survey falls within the statutory
mission  of  BJS  under  Title  42  U.S.C.  Section  3732,  to  wit,  the  collection  and  analysis  of
statistical information regarding the operation of the criminal justice system at the Federal, state,
and local levels.

Use of information. The collected statistics are used by state and federal lawmakers to identify
areas of funding need and to gauge the efficacy of programs implemented to improve criminal
record  quality  at  the  state  and  national  levels.   State  Police,  Public  Safety  and  Attorney
General’s, the agencies that typically administer the state criminal record repositories use survey
data to compare their progress with that of other states, to learn the status of operational and
technological trends, to become aware of methods implemented by other states to improve record
quality by promoting increased reporting from local justice jurisdictions and as the impetus for
examining  their  own operations  and services.  Researchers  use  the  data  to  support  scholarly
investigations into issues associated with the use of criminal history records for both criminal
and non-criminal justice purposes.

Burden  estimate. Data  for  the  Survey  of  State  Criminal  History  Information  Systems have
traditionally been collected on paper survey forms that were mailed (and emailed in PDF format)
to  criminal  history  record  repository  managers.  Managers  completed  the  survey  forms  and
mailed or faxed them back to SEARCH. Data were compiled manually. Final survey results and
analysis were published in paper-report format. For this survey, respondents will have access to
online,  password-protect  reporting  forms.   This  survey  is  designed  to  allow  respondents  to
submit individual sections, consequently eliminating the need to compile the full survey before
submitting  it.   The  survey  will  be  sent  to  criminal  history  repositories  in  56  jurisdictions
including  the  50  States,  the  District  of  Columbia,  American  Samoa,  Guam,  the  N.  Mariana
Islands,  the  Commonwealth  of  Puerto  Rico  and  the  U.S.  Virgin  Islands.  The  average  time
required for each agency to complete the survey is estimated at 6.3 hours.  The estimated burden
is based on the average reported by 5 states that reviewed the survey.  Based on the estimates
provided by the 5 reviewing states the average cost burden per state is $193. This collection will
primarily require information that is already generated and maintained by the respondents.  There
is no additional cost to respondents other than the cost of filling out the survey form.



Confidentiality. The data collected are in the public domain and not subject to confidentiality
guarantees.  Collected data are primarily statistics of an administrative nature, and do not allow
for the identification of any individual. Each responding state will be provided with a unique
password to ensure that only its representatives provide information to the survey.


