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Attention:  Parents of [AGE & GENDER] Resident
[ADDRESS]
[CITY], [STATE] [ZIP]
Dear Resident:

Recently, a Field Interviewer from Research Triangle Institute came to your home and asked your [SON/DAUGHTER] to participate in the National Survey on Drug Use and Health (NSDUH)*.  They were not available to complete the interview at that time and have been away or unavailable each time the interviewer has returned since then.  Your [SON'S/DAUGHTER'S] participation in this study is important—this is why we continue to try and reach you.
We selected a limited number of people to represent the population of the U.S., and we need responses from everyone selected to get a good picture of the American public.  Your [SON'S/DAUGHTER'S] answers represent those of approximately 1,000 other young people in this country, and no other person can replace [HIS/HER] participation in this study.  We combine your [SON'S/DAUGHTER'S] answers with the answers of thousands of other people and report them only as overall numbers.  The survey will be conducted in a private area of your choice and is set up so that your [SON/DAUGHTER] records most of [HIS/HER] own answers—the interviewer never sees them.  All RTI employees are required to comply with the Confidential Information Protection and Statistical Efficiency Act of 2002 (PL 107-347) which ensures that any information you provide will only be used for statistical purposes and cannot be used for any other purpose.  And the option to refuse to answer any question is always available.
The results of this study help state and national policymakers learn about health issues—including information on alcohol, tobacco, and drug use, non-use, and opinions—so that informed decisions about policies and programs can be made.  By participating in this study, your [SON/DAUGHTER] will make a direct impact on important health-related decisions and your family could make a difference in how tax dollars are spent in the future.  

Your [SON'S/DAUGHTER'S] participation is critical to the success of this study, and we are happy to make a special effort to work around your and your [SON'S/DAUGHTER'S] schedule so that your [SON/DAUGHTER] can be included.  Since we cannot contact you in person, we ask you to please contact [FIRST& LAST NAME], our supervisor for your area, to set up an appointment to take part in this critical research.  You can call [MR./MS. LAST NAME] toll free, 24 hours a day at [PHONE NUMBER].  If [HE/SHE] is not available to take your call, please leave your phone number, address and the time you wish for your [SON/DAUGHTER] to be interviewed.  [MR./MS. LAST NAME] will call you back the next day to confirm your appointment.  The enclosed Study Description provides additional information about the study and describes the rights of all study participants.

We appreciate that your family's time is a precious commodity.  As a token of our appreciation, your [son/daughter] will receive a cash payment of $30 at the end of the interview.    
Thank you for your time.  Your call to [MR./MS. LAST NAME] is very important to the success of this study, and I thank you in advance for your assistance in this important research effort.

Sincerely,

Ilona S. Johnson
National Field Director

cc: 
[FS]
      
[RS]

[RD]

Project File 11838
Enclosure

________________________

*The National Survey on Drug Use and Health is conducted by Research Triangle Institute for the Substance Abuse and Mental Health Services Administration, an agency of the U.S. Public Health Service and a part of the Department of Health and Human Services. [http://nsduhweb.rti.org] [http://www.samhsa.gov] [http://www.rti.org]

