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Do you have a valid USCG Commercial Fishing Vessel Safety Examination Decal?

Do you have an operable EPIRB (must have valid hydrostatic release batteries)?

Do you have sufficient immersion suits and personal flotation devices?

Do you have a survival craft with sufficient capacity for all crew (including
observer), with a current decal, inspection, and hydrostatic release?

Do you have valid emergency signaling flares?

PRE-DEPLOYMENT SAFETY CHECKLIST

PAPERWORK REDUCTION ACT STATEMENT:  The information provided on this form will be 
used by the National Marine Fisheries Service to ensure that observers can be deployed effectively, 
efficiently, and safely on fishing vessels in order to collect information that is used in analyses that 
support the conservation and management of living marine resources and that are required under the 
Magnuson-Stevens Fishery Conservation and Management Act (MSA), the Endangered Species Act 
(ESA), the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA), the National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA), 
the Regulatory Flexibility Act (RFA), Executive Order 12866 (EO 12866), and other applicable law.  
The public reporting burden for this form is estimated to average 2 minutes per response, including     
the time for completing, reviewing, and transmitting the information on the form.  Send comments 
regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including 
suggestions for reducing the burden to: Amy Van Atten, National Marine Fisheries Service, Northeast 
Fisheries Science Center, Northeast Fisheries Observer Program, 166 Water Street, Woods Hole, MA 
02543-1026. Providing the requested information is mandatory under regulations at 50 C.F.R. 
600.746.  The information on this form will be kept confidential as required under Section 402(b) of 
the MSA (18 U.S.C. 1881a(b)) and regulations at 50 C.F.R. Part 600, Subpart E.  Notwithstanding any 
other provision of the law, no person is required to respond to, nor shall any person be subject to a 
penalty for failure to comply with  collection of information subject to the requirements of the 
Paperwork Reduction Act, unless that collection of information displays a currently valid OMB 
Control Number.  


