
14 CFR Parts 29 -- Sections relevant to 2120-0726, Performance and Handling Qualities 
Requirements for Rotorcraft

§ 29.49   Performance at minimum operating speed.

(a) For each Category A helicopter, the hovering performance must be determined over the ranges of 
weight, altitude, and temperature for which takeoff data are scheduled—

(1) With not more than takeoff power;

(2) With the landing gear extended; and

(3) At a height consistent with the procedure used in establishing the takeoff, climbout, and rejected takeoff 
paths.

(b) For each Category B helicopter, the hovering performance must be determined over the ranges of 
weight, altitude, and temperature for which certification is requested, with—

(1) Takeoff power;

(2) The landing gear extended; and

(3) The helicopter in ground effect at a height consistent with normal takeoff procedures.

(c) For each helicopter, the out-of-ground effect hovering performance must be determined over the ranges 
of weight, altitude, and temperature for which certification is requested with takeoff power.

(d) For rotorcraft other than helicopters, the steady rate of climb at the minimum operating speed must be 
determined over the ranges of weight, altitude, and temperature for which certification is requested with—

(1) Takeoff power; and

(2) The landing gear extended.

§ 29.143   Controllability and maneuverability.

(a) The rotorcraft must be safely controllable and maneuverable—

(1) During steady flight; and

(2) During any maneuver appropriate to the type, including—

(i) Takeoff;

(ii) Climb;

(iii) Level flight;

(iv) Turning flight;

(v) Autorotation; and

(vi) Landing (power on and power off).



(b) The margin of cyclic control must allow satisfactory roll and pitch control at VNEwith—

(1) Critical weight;

(2) Critical center of gravity;

(3) Critical rotor r.p.m.; and

(4) Power off (except for helicopters demonstrating compliance with paragraph (f) of this section) and power 
on.

(c) Wind velocities from zero to at least 17 knots, from all azimuths, must be established in which the 
rotorcraft can be operated without loss of control on or near the ground in any maneuver appropriate to the 
type (such as crosswind takeoffs, sideward flight, and rearward flight), with—

(1) Critical weight;

(2) Critical center of gravity;

(3) Critical rotor r.p.m.; and

(4) Altitude, from standard sea level conditions to the maximum takeoff and landing altitude capability of the 
rotorcraft.

(d) Wind velocities from zero to at least 17 knots, from all azimuths, must be established in which the 
rotorcraft can be operated without loss of control out-of-ground effect, with—

(1) Weight selected by the applicant;

(2) Critical center of gravity;

(3) Rotor r.p.m. selected by the applicant; and

(4) Altitude, from standard sea level conditions to the maximum takeoff and landing altitude capability of the 
rotorcraft.

(e) The rotorcraft, after (1) failure of one engine, in the case of multiengine rotorcraft that meet Transport 
Category A engine isolation requirements, or (2) complete power failure in the case of other rotorcraft, must 
be controllable over the range of speeds and altitudes for which certification is requested when such power 
failure occurs with maximum continuous power and critical weight. No corrective action time delay for any 
condition following power failure may be less than—

(i) For the cruise condition, one second, or normal pilot reaction time (whichever is greater); and

(ii) For any other condition, normal pilot reaction time.

(f) For helicopters for which a VNE(power-off) is established under §29.1505(c), compliance must be 
demonstrated with the following requirements with critical weight, critical center of gravity, and critical rotor 
r.p.m.:

(1) The helicopter must be safely slowed to VNE(power-off), without exceptional pilot skill after the last 
operating engine is made inoperative at power-on VNE.

(2) At a speed of 1.1 VNE(power-off), the margin of cyclic control must allow satisfactory roll and pitch 
control with power off.



§ 29.1587   Performance information.

Flight manual performance information which exceeds any operating limitation may be shown only to the 
extent necessary for presentation clarity or to determine the effects of approved optional equipment or 
procedures. When data beyond operating limits are shown, the limits must be clearly indicated. The 
following must be provided:

(a) Category A. For each category A rotorcraft, the Rotorcraft Flight Manual must contain a summary of the 
performance data, including data necessary for the application of any operating rule of this chapter, together
with descriptions of the conditions, such as airspeeds, under which this data was determined, and must 
contain—

(1) The indicated airspeeds corresponding with those determined for takeoff, and the procedures to be 
followed if the critical engine fails during takeoff;

(2) The airspeed calibrations;

(3) The techniques, associated airspeeds, and rates of descent for autorotative landings;

(4) The rejected takeoff distance determined under §29.62 and the takeoff distance determined under 
§29.61;

(5) The landing data determined under §29.81 and §29.85;

(6) The steady gradient of climb for each weight, altitude, and temperature for which takeoff data are to be 
scheduled, along the takeoff path determined in the flight conditions required in §29.67(a)(1) and (a)(2):

(i) In the flight conditions required in §29.67(a)(1) between the end of the takeoff distance and the point at 
which the rotorcraft is 200 feet above the takeoff surface (or 200 feet above the lowest point of the takeoff 
profile for elevated heliports);

(ii) In the flight conditions required in §29.67(a)(2) between the points at which the rotorcraft is 200 and 1000
feet above the takeoff surface (or 200 and 1000 feet above the lowest point of the takeoff profile for elevated
heliports); and

(7) Out-of-ground effect hover performance determined under §29.49 and the maximum weight for each 
altitude and temperature condition at which the rotorcraft can safely hover out-of-ground effect in winds of 
not less than 17 knots from all azimuths. These data must be clearly referenced to the appropriate hover 
charts.

(b) Category B. For each category B rotorcraft, the Rotorcraft Flight Manual must contain—

(1) The takeoff distance and the climbout speed together with the pertinent information defining the flight 
path with respect to autorotative landing if an engine fails, including the calculated effects of altitude and 
temperature;

(2) The steady rates of climb and in-ground-effect hovering ceiling, together with the corresponding 
airspeeds and other pertinent information, including the calculated effects of altitude and temperature;

(3) The landing distance, appropriate airspeed, and type of landing surface, together with all pertinent 
information that might affect this distance, including the effects of weight, altitude, and temperature;

(4) The maximum safe wind for operation near the ground;

(5) The airspeed calibrations;



(6) The height-speed envelope except for rotorcraft incorporating this as an operating limitation;

(7) Glide distance as a function of altitude when autorotating at the speeds and conditions for minimum rate 
of descent and best glide angle, as determined in §29.71;

(8) Out-of-ground effect hover performance determined under §29.49 and the maximum safe wind 
demonstrated under the ambient conditions for data presented. In addition, the maximum weight for each 
altitude and temperature condition at which the rotorcraft can safely hover out-of-ground-effect in winds of 
not less than 17 knots from all azimuths. These data must be clearly referenced to the appropriate hover 
charts; and

(9) Any additional performance data necessary for the application of any operating rule in this chapter.
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