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Phase 1 
College Student Focus Group Protocols 
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I. Greeting (Welcome students to focus group & introduce presenters)
II. Informed Consent Procedures
III. Presentation of overall study & purpose of focus group 
a. The Centers for Disease Control works to prevent injury as well as disease. 
b. In 1994 Congress passed the Violence Against Women Act, which established CDC's Rape Prevention and Education (RPE) Program. CDC provides national leadership on sexual violence prevention by supporting rape prevention and education programs in all 50 states, the District of Columbia, Puerto Rico, and six U.S. territories.  RPE programs use funding to prevent sexual violence through educational seminars (for professionals, the public, schools, colleges, and universities) and the development of informational materials.  Additionally, RPE funds are used to support hotline operations and other efforts to engage underserved communities and people with disabilities.
c. Our research team has been working with the CDC to develop or identify measures that can be used to help evaluate prevention efforts. 
d. One key aspect of rape prevention is the promotion of safety, equality and respect in relationships and many sexual violence prevention strategies are increasingly focusing on promoting these positive norms. However, there are no validated measures of positive norms for programs to use in evaluating their strategies. 
e. We are conducting focus groups to help us create a measure of sexual consent norms that support equality, safety, and respect in relationships for college students. Today, we are going to review a draft of such a measure with you to get your feedback. We would like to get your opinion on the measure. Your ideas will be used to revise the measure before we attempt to collect data with it. Before using this measure we wanted to increase the chances that college students will find the instrument clear and understandable. Plus, we wanted to make sure the format would be user-friendly, the language accessible and reflective of current language used by college students, and the scenarios realistic.
IV. Review measure and ask questions
i. Do you find the scenarios realistic? Why or why not? What revisions would you make?
ii. Does the measure use language used by college students today? If no, what suggestions would you make?
iii. Have we captured the components of safety, equality, and respect? If no, what have we omitted?
iv. Do you like the structure of the instrument? Why or why not?
V. Recap today’s discussion
VI. Thank participants
VII. Debrief, including information on follow-up focus group.
VIII. Provide participants with cash incentive.

