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What is PISA?

• PISA stands for: 

Program for International 
Student Assessment



What is PISA?

• PISA is the world’s largest international 
education study.

• PISA measures how well 15-year-old students 
apply knowledge to real-world problems in 
reading, mathematics, problem solving and 
financial literacy.

• PISA helps the United States learn about our 
international competitiveness.



What is PISA?

“Today’s PISA results show that America needs to 
urgently accelerate student learning to remain 
competitive in the global economy of the 21st 
century.

- Secretary Arne Duncan



In 2012, 65 countries will participate.

Who participates in PISA?



In the United States, 

less than 100 schools 

will be asked to participate 

in the field test for PISA 2012.

Who participates in PISA?



Who participates in PISA?

• You are one of only 42 students in our school 
and 1,800 students across the entire United 
States to be invited to participate in this 
prestigious assessment.

• By participating, you will represent thousands 
of other students across the country. PISA 
results help our country improve the education 
system.



What should I expect? 

• You may be asked questions in reading, 
mathematics, problem solving or financial 
literacy, or a combination, based on real-life 
situations.

– You may be asked to take the assessment on the 
computer, with paper and pencil, or both.

– The questions will have multiple-choice and 
short-answer responses.

• The assessment also includes questions 
about you and your attitudes and experiences 
in school.



Sample Math Question



Sample Reading Question

According to the article, why should 
sports shoes not be too rigid?

One part of the article says, “A 
good sports shoe should meet four 
criteria.” What are these criteria?



What should I expect?

• Students who take PISA will have different test 
booklets. The assessment has so many 
questions that no one student can answer 
them all, so the questions are split up.

B1 B2 B3 B2 B1 B3

B2B3 B2 B1 B2 B1

B3 B2 B1 B2 B3 B2

B1 B3 B2 B3 B2 B1

B3 B2 B1 B2 B1 B2



What should I expect?

• Because no one student takes the entire 
assessment, unlike many tests you take, you will 
not get your own score on PISA.

• Lessons and results from the field test will be 
used to make PISA 2012 the best it can be, so it 
can show just how much students in the United 
States know!

• The assessment takes place here at the school 
and will take no more than 4 hours. You will be 
called out of class to participate.



Why should I participate?

• Participating in PISA is a national service.

• Each student who participates in PISA 
represents thousands of students across the 
United States.

• PISA results from the United States will be 
compared to 64 other countries.

• Your participation can help to improve the 
United States education system for future 
students.



Why should I participate?

• As a thank you for participating in PISA, you 
will receive $25.

• You will also receive a Certificate of Volunteer 
Service awarding you 4 hours of service time.



Why should I participate?

• You can also mention your participation in 
PISA on future resumes and college 
applications.



Thank You!

PISA will be held:

Date:

Time:

Location:

Questions?



Good luck,
 U.S. PISA Team!
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