	
	



	STEP: A Federal Research Program - conducting research that links to practice
	FHWA > HEP


Home
What's New
Background
Strategy
Resources
Research Plans
Federal Register
Proposal Requests
FAQ
Related Links
Contacts
[bookmark: content]Surface Transportation Environment and Planning Cooperative Research Program
Section 5207 of the Safe, Accountable, Flexible, Efficient Transportation Equity Act: A Legacy for Users (SAFETEA-LU) established the Surface Transportation Environment and Planning Cooperative Research Program (STEP). The general objective of the STEP is to improve understanding of the complex relationship between surface transportation, planning and the environment. SAFETEA-LU provides $16.875 million per year for FY2006-FY2009 to implement this new cooperative research program. Due to obligation limitations, rescissions and the over-designation of Title V Research in SAFETEA-LU, it is anticipated that approximately $14 million of the $16.875 million authorized will be available each year. The proposed FY2011 STEP funding levels are subject to the completion of the FY2011 Department of Transportation (DOT) appropriations process. The anticipated FY2011 STEP research efforts are preliminary and subject to change.
STEP will also be the sole source of SAFETEA-LU funds available to conduct all FHWA research on planning and environmental issues. In addition, Congress mandated several special studies, i.e., Report on Non-Motorized Transportation Pilot Program (Section 1807 of SAFETEA-LU) and the Annual Report for the Surface Transportation Project Delivery Pilot Program (Section 6005(h) of SAFETEA-LU). STEP will also be the funding source for these projects.
This collection of information is voluntary and will be used to improve understanding of the complex relationships between surface transportation, planning and the environment. Public reporting burden is estimated to average 30 minutes per response, including the time for reviewing instructions searching existing data sources, gathering and maintaining the data needed, and completing and reviewing the collection of information. No confidential information will be collected. Please note that an agency may not conduct or sponsor, and a person is not required to respond to, a collection of information unless it displays a currently valid OMB control number. The OMB control number for this collection is 2125-XXXX. Send comments regarding this burden estimate or any other aspect of this collection of information, including suggestions for reducing this burden to: Information Collection Clearance Officer, Federal Highway Administration, 1200 New Jersey Avenue, SE, Washington, DC 20590.
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· Tell us more about potential lines of research for this emphasis area:

· Tell us about current or planned research in this area:

· Tell us more about possible funding sources related to research activities in this emphasis area:

· Other comments about the STEP program:

· Would you like to be notified of future STEP information?

· Check Yes if you want your submitted comments emailed to the address provided on this form.
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