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B. Statistical Methods 

1. Respondent Universe and Sampling Methods 

The respondent universe is comprised of veterinarians and veterinary parasitologists primarily in the US, but also internationally.  Since no individual invitations requesting response to the survey are to be sent, FDA is proposing to reach the universe of veterinarians by advertising the survey using listservs for professional organizations (as described in A.3 above).  After the survey, we will compare our response demographics with established demographics for the veterinary profession.

2. Procedures for the Collection of Information 

The survey will be completed using Survey Monkey.

3. Methods to Maximize Response Rates and Deal with Non-response 

a. An initial introduction to the survey will be disseminated to the professional organizations (using listservs, if applicable).  This initial introduction will include a link to the survey.

b. One week after the distribution period opens, a reminder/thank you e-mail message will be sent to the organizations to which the survey was disseminated (using listservs, if applicable). 

c. Three weeks after the distribution period opens, a final email containing the link to the survey will be sent to the professional organizations (using listservs, if applicable).

d. Because surveys are not sent to individual responders, there will be no way to specifically address the non-responders.  

4. Test of Procedures or Methods to be Undertaken 

The survey was tested in a pilot effort (pre-test) with 5 participants.  We reviewed the results and made changes to the survey based on the received input.

5. Individuals Consulted on Statistical Aspects and Individuals Collecting and/or Analyzing Data

The initial analysis will be done by obtaining the summary statistics from Survey Monkey.  After that, biostatisticians and veterinarians at CVM will perform an exploratory data analysis to evaluate trends and relationships.  
