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B. Collections of Information Employing Statistical Methods

This data collection does not employ statistical methods.  


1.  Respondent Universe and Sampling Methods

State and local public health authorities and maritime conveyance operators engaged in conducting contact investigations are asked to submit specified data from each traveler and their contacts who may have been exposed to a communicable disease during to travel.   CDC initiates such an investigation based on traveler-related surveillance for illness during travel and includes all cases in the defined catchment area (i.e., all recognized states and territories of the Union).  Therefore, the data collection covers all travelers flying into or within the United States.

2.  Procedures for the Collection of Information

CDC’s Division of Global Migration and Quarantine has developed contact investigation outcome reporting forms for the different types of investigations.  The forms are used to collect information on the outcome of contact investigations so that CDC can evaluate its investigative protocols and determine if adequate information on each contact was provided to those responsible for contacting passengers believed to have been exposed to a communicable disease during travel.  These forms include 1) Optional TB Air/Land Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting, 2) Optional Measles, Mumps, or Rubella Air/Land Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting, 3) Optional General Air/Land Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting Form, 4) Optional TB Maritime Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting Form, 5) Optional Measles, Mumps or Rubella Maritime Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting Form, 6) Optional General Maritime Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting Form.  The differences between the forms (Attachment B) reflect the specific questions unique to the communicable disease of public health concern.  These forms provide the means for systematically communicating to CDC information already in the possession the state and local public health authorities responsible for conducting the investigation.   

Air/Land: Each of the three forms (Optional TB Air/Land Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting, Optional Measles, Mumps, or Rubella Air/Land Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting, Optional General Air/Land Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting Form) is constructed in a three-layered approach with a series of ‘stops’ based on the completeness of the contact investigation performed. If the user answers “Yes” at the end of each layer, they would be directed to continue answering questions. If they answer “No”, they would be directed to stop and the form would be considered complete. 

The first layer asks if the contact was able to be notified. If they were not able to be notified, the form asks why they were not able to be reached (ex. incorrect locating information, contact had returned to their home country) and then the user would stop here. If they were notified, the form has additional questions regarding the method(s) used to successfully notify the contact (ex. telephone, email, and emergency contact) and then the user would continue on.

The second layer of the form asks if the contact was interviewed. If they were not, then the user would stop here after indicating why the interview did not occur. If they were interviewed, additional questions would be asked regarding disease and vaccination history, exposure information, interventions received, etc.  

The third layer asks if the contact experienced relevant symptoms during and/or outside the disease-specific incubation period (MMR and General) or if the person was screened (for TB). If the passenger did not experience symptoms or was not screened, the user would stop here. If they did experience symptoms or were screened, the user would be asked to continue onto the next set of questions.

Maritime: Each of the three forms (Optional TB Maritime Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting Form Optional Measles, Mumps or Rubella Maritime Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting Form, Optional General Maritime Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting Form) is constructed in a two-layered approach with a series of ‘stops’ based on the completeness of the contact investigation performed. If the user answers “Yes” at the end of each layer, they would be directed to continue answering questions. If they answer “No”, they would be directed to stop and the form would be considered complete. The first layer of the form asks if the contact was interviewed. If they were not, then the user would stop here. If they were interviewed, additional questions would be asked regarding disease and vaccination history, exposure information, interventions received, etc.  The second layer of the form asks if the contact experienced relevant symptoms during and/or outside the disease-specific incubation period (MMR and General) or if the person was screened (for TB). If the passenger did not experience symptoms or was not screened, then the user would stop here. If they did experience symptoms or were screened, the user would be asked to continue onto the next set of questions.

3.  Methods to Maximize Response Rates and Deal with No response

Reporting of contact tracing investigation outcomes by state and local public health authorities is done on a voluntary basis.  If follow up is necessary, a Division of Global Migration and Quarantine staff member will contact the appropriate public health partner.  Anecdotal evidence and requests from several states suggests that the standard forms being proposed in the Information Collection Request will facilitate the return of data to CDC, reducing the level of no response.

4.  Tests of Procedures or Methods to Undertaken

The data being collected represents standard epidemiological, clinical and demographic information.  No tests of procedures or questions were preformed.

5.  Individuals Consulted on Statistical Aspects and Individuals Collecting and/or Analyzing Data

Individuals collecting data are state or territorial health department employees, who follow their agency-specific guidelines for conducting contact investigations.  Analysis of data and review of federal protocols for initiating an investigation is the responsibility of the Division of Global Migration and Quarantine. 


Attachments

[bookmark: OLE_LINK7][bookmark: OLE_LINK8]Attachment A: Section 361 of the Public Health Service (PHS) Act (42 USC 264)

Attachment B:  	Optional TB Air/Land Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting Form 	
Attachment C:	Optional TB Maritime Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting Form
Attachment D:	Optional Measles, Mumps or Rubella Air/Land Contact Investigation 	 	Outcome Reporting Form
Attachment E:	Optional Measles, Mumps or Rubella Maritime Contact Investigation 	  	Outcome Reporting Form
Attachment F:	Optional General Air/Land Contact Investigation Outcome Report Form
Attachment G:	Optional General Maritime Contact Investigation Outcome Reporting 	  	   Form

Attachment H: 	60 day Federal Register Notice
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