DATE:

TO: Joshua Brammer
OMB Desk officer
FROM: Kate Mullan

Privacy Information Records Management Services (PIRMS)

SUBJECT: Application for Grants under Disability and Rehabilitation Research,
OMB Number 1820-0027, Expiration Date 03/31/2013.

PURPOSE: Non-Substantive Change Request of a Currently Approved Information
Collection (IC).

DISCUSSION:

We are requesting your review of the U.S. Department of Education, Office of Special Education
and Rehabilitation Services (OSERS); National Institute on Disability and Rehabilitation
Research (NIDRR) currently approved information collection 1820-0027 which expires on
03/31/2013.

NIDRR uses the discretionary grant application packages to standardize applications for the
many programs in NIDRR. This IC includes application packages for the following programs:
84.133A, Disability Rehabilitation Research Projects; 84.133B, Rehabilitation Research and
Training Centers; 84.133E, Rehabilitation Engineering Research Centers; 84.133F, Research
Fellowship; 84.133G, Field Initiated Project; 84.133N, Special Projects and Demonstrations for
Spinal Cord Injuries Program; and 84.133P, Advanced Rehabilitation Research Training Project.

NIDRR is requesting approval of a non-substantive change to this IC in order to clarify and
streamline the following application packages: 84.133A, Disability Rehabilitation Research
Projects; 84.133B, Rehabilitation Research and Training Centers; 84.133E, Rehabilitation
Engineering Research Centers.
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The following program descriptions are for the three application packages that we are changing
and are used for grant competitions under the Disability and Rehabilitation Research Projects
and Centers Program:

84.133A, Disability Rehabilitation Research Projects

The purpose of the DRRP Program is to plan and conduct research, demonstration projects,
training, and related activities that help to maximize the full inclusion and integration of
individuals with disabilities into society and to improve the effectiveness of services authorized
under the Rehabilitation Act of 1973, as amended (Act). An applicant for assistance under this
program must demonstrate in its application how it will address, in whole or in part, the needs of
individuals with disabilities from minority backgrounds (34 CFR 350.40(a)). The approaches an
applicant may take to meet this requirement are found in 34 CFR 350.40(b).

Eligible: States; public or private agencies, including for-profit agencies; public or private
organizations, including for-profit organizations; IHEs; and Indian tribes and tribal
organizations.

84.133B, Rehabilitation Research and Training Centers

RRTCs conduct coordinated and integrated advanced programs of research targeted
toward the production of new knowledge to improve rehabilitation methodology and service
delivery systems, alleviate or stabilize disability conditions, or promote maximum social and
economic independence for persons with disabilities.

General Requirements of RRTCs

RRTCs must--

e (Carry out coordinated advanced programs of rehabilitation research;

* Provide training, including graduate, pre-service, and in-service training, to help
rehabilitation personnel more effectively provide rehabilitation services to individuals with
disabilities;

¢ Provide technical assistance to individuals with disabilities, their representatives,
providers, and other interested parties;

¢ Demonstrate in their applications how they will address, in whole or in part, the needs
of individuals with disabilities from minority backgrounds;

¢ Disseminate informational materials to individuals with disabilities, their

representatives, providers, and other interested parties; and
[ ]
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e Serve as centers of national excellence in rehabilitation research for individuals with
disabilities, their representatives, providers, and other interested parties.

Eligible: States; public or private agencies, including for-profit agencies; public or private
organizations, including for-profit organizations; IHEs; and Indian tribes and tribal
organizations.

84.133E, Rehabilitation Engineering Research Centers

RERC:s carry out research or demonstration activities in support of the Rehabilitation Act
of 1973, as amended, by--

o Developing and disseminating innovative methods of applying advanced technology,
scientific achievement, and psychological and social knowledge to (a) solve rehabilitation
problems and remove environmental barriers and (b) study and evaluate new or emerging
technologies, products, or environments and their effectiveness and benefits; or

o Demonstrating and disseminating (a) innovative models for the delivery of cost-
effective rehabilitation technology services to rural and urban areas and (b) other scientific
research to assist in meeting the employment and independent living needs of individuals with
severe disabilities; or

o Facilitating service delivery systems change through (a) the development, evaluation,
and dissemination of consumer-responsive and individual and family-centered innovative models
for the delivery to both rural and urban areas of innovative cost-effective rehabilitation
technology services and (b) other scientific research to assist in meeting the employment and
independence needs of individuals with severe disabilities.

Each RERC must provide training opportunities, in conjunction with institutions of
higher education and nonprofit organizations, to assist individuals, including individuals with
disabilities, to become rehabilitation technology researchers and practitioners.

Eligible: States; public or private agencies, including for-profit agencies; public or private
organizations, including for-profit organizations; IHEs; and Indian tribes and tribal
organizations.
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We are requesting your approval of the changes to this collection which would provide clear
instructions to potential applicants and provide program specific information related to each
program. Your approval would increase the quality of the applications received. If you have any
questions please do not hesitate to contact us.

ATTACHMENTS

Certification Form 9-08

Change Worksheet

84.133A Application Package (OMB Approved Version and Redline Version)
84.133B Application Package (OMB Approved Version and Redline Version)
84.133E Application Package (OMB Approved Version and Redline Version)
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