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 (
State
 
PISA
 
2012 Assessment  L
etter
)[Date]

[Title] [Name First] [Name Last]
[Title/Department]
[State]	
[Address 1]
[Address 2]
[City], [State] [Zip code]

Dear [Title] [Name Last]:

I am writing to inform you that one or more schools in your state have been selected to participate in the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) in the fall of 2012 and to ask for your support in encouraging the selected schools to participate. PISA is the largest international education study in the world. More than 60 countries participate, representing approximately 90 percent of the world economy. PISA results are used by researchers and policy makers to chart national progress against international standards and the educational progress of our economic peers and competitors. Participating schools can use the results to benchmark their performance against schools across the world. 

PISA is administered every three years and provides comparative information on the performance of 15-year-old U.S. students in mathematics, reading and science with that of 15-year-old students in other countries. PISA 2012 will also include assessments of problem-solving and financial literacy. For the first time in the United States, PISA will include computer-based assessments as well as paper-based assessments. 

PISA is described in more detail in the enclosed materials. PISA is sponsored in the United States by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the U.S. Department of Education and is conducted by Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S. Office of Management and Budget has approved the data collection under OMB #1850-0755. For information on the confidentiality of the data collected, please see the enclosed FAQ. While participation in this study is voluntary, we ask your agency to support participation on the part of schools in your state so that the United States has a representative sample of schools across the country.

Within the next few weeks, a representative of Westat will contact sampled school districts and schools to discuss conducting data collection. In the meantime, if you have questions about the study, please do not hesitate to call David Kastberg at 1-888-638-2597 or send an email to PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also get more information about PISA by contacting Dana Kelly at the U.S. Department of Education at 202-219-7101 or visiting the PISA website at: http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/. 

Thank you for your time and support. 

Sincerely,


Jack Buckley
Commissioner 

cc: [State assessment coordinator name]

NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA 2002), 20 U.S. Code, § 9543. By law, the data provided by your schools, staff, and students may only be used for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except as required by law (20 U.S. Code, § 9573).


 (
School D
istrict 
PISA 2012 Assessment L
etter
)
[Date]

[Title] [Name First] [Name Last], [Title/Department]
[School District]
[Address 1]
[City], [State] [Zip code]

Dear [Title] [Name Last]:

I am writing to inform you that one or more schools in your district have been selected to participate in the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) in the fall of 2012 and to ask for your support in encouraging the selected schools to participate. PISA is the largest international education study in the world. More than 60 countries participate, representing approximately 90 percent of the world economy. PISA results are used by researchers and policy makers to chart national progress against international standards and the educational progress of our economic peers and competitors. Participating schools can use the results to benchmark their performance against schools across the world.
 
PISA is administered every three years and provides comparative information on the performance of 15-year-old U.S. students in mathematics, reading and science with 15-year-old students in other countries. PISA 2012 will also include assessments of problem-solving and financial literacy. For the first time in the United States, PISA will include computer-based assessments as well as paper-based assessments. Participating schools will receive $200 and each school’s PISA school coordinator (school staff person designated to liaise with PISA staff) will receive $200 as compensation for the coordinator’s time and effort. Each student who is assessed will receive $25 and students selected to take both the paper-based and computer-based assessments will receive an additional $15. 

PISA is described in more detail in the enclosed materials. PISA is sponsored in the United States by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the U.S. Department of Education and is conducted by Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S. Office of Management and Budget has approved the data collection under OMB #1850-0755. For information on the confidentiality of the data collected, please see the enclosed FAQ. While participation in this study is voluntary, we ask your agency to support participation on the part of schools in your district so that the United States has a representative sample of schools across the country.

Within the next few days, a representative of Westat will contact the following school or schools in your district that have been selected to participate in the study: [LIST SAMPLED SCHOOLS HERE…].

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call David Kastberg at 1-888-638-2597 or send an email to PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also get more information about this study by contacting Dana Kelly at the U.S. Department of Education at 202-219-7101 or visiting the PISA website at: http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/. 

Thank you for your time and support. 

Sincerely,


Jack Buckley
Commissioner
NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA 2002), 20 U.S. Code, § 9543. By law, the data provided by your schools, staff, and students may only be used for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except as required by law (20 U.S. Code, § 9573).





[Date]
 (
School PISA 2012 Assessment L
etter
)
[Title] [Name First] [Name Last], [Title/Department]
[School District]
[Address 1]
[City], [State] [Zip code]

Dear [Title] [Name Last]:

I am pleased to inform you that your school has the opportunity to be a part of the upcoming Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) 2012. PISA is the largest international education study in the world. More than 60 countries participate, representing approximately 90 percent of the world economy. Each country is represented by a small sample of schools and students to represent the range of education contexts and students in the country. Your school is one of 240 across the United States that has been randomly selected to take part in PISA 2012 in the fall of 2012.

PISA 2012 will measure 15-year-old students’ performance in mathematics, reading, science, problem-solving and financial literacy, and compare that with students of other countries. PISA results are used by researchers and policy makers to chart national progress against international standards. Participating schools can use the results to benchmark their performance against schools across the world. 

Your school will receive a report with information about how your students performed on PISA compared with schools across the United States and the other PISA countries (provided your school meets response rate and sample size requirements). Your school will also receive $200 and your school’s PISA school coordinator (staff person you designate to liaise with PISA staff) will receive $200 as compensation for the coordinator’s time and effort. Each student who is assessed will receive $25 and students selected to take both the paper-and-pencil and computer-based assessments will receive an additional $15. NCES may follow up with participating students as part of a study to look at the relationship between performance on PISA and other outcomes.

Materials enclosed with this letter further describe the PISA 2012 assessment process for schools. PISA is sponsored in the United States by the U.S. Department of Education’s National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) and is conducted by Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S. Office of Management and Budget has approved the data collection under OMB #1850-0755. We will only disclose the names of schools to the governing district for each school, and we require that each district maintain the confidentiality of the sampled schools in the PISA 2012 study.  For more information on the confidentiality of the data collected, please see the enclosed FAQ. I hope you will participate in this voluntary study because it is important that the United States has a nationally representative sample of schools.

Within the next few days, a representative of Westat will call you to answer any questions you have and discuss your participation in PISA. In the meantime do not hesitate to call David Kastberg at 1-888-638-2597, or send an email to PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also contact Dana Kelly at the U.S. Department of Education at 202-219-7101 or visit the PISA website at: http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/. 

Your participation in the PISA 2012 study is vital; I hope you and your school will take advantage of this opportunity. Thank you for your time and for supporting this important international study.

Sincerely,

Jack Buckley
Commissioner

NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA 2002), 20 U.S. Code, § 9543. By law, the data provided by your schools, staff, and students may only be used for statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except as required by law (20 U.S. Code, § 9573).
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Program for International Student Assessment

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Information for School Leaders
PISA 2012

“PISA% benefi s that it focuses more on the application of information than
the memorization of information. Internationally, education focuses on decper
learning. Similarly, PISA reflcts that international method and focuses on
decper learning rather than wider.”

High School Principal, PISA 2009 Participant

PISA i a international ssecsment of 15-year-oldsthat messures hove wel students spply their
knowledge and skills o solve problems elated o reading, mathematics,sience, and problem-
solving in reslfe contexts. In PISA 2012, some students will slso be asessed in financial
licracy, tha i, the knowledge and skills that ensble individusls to make informed choices
sbout personal finances.

Why was my school selected for participation?
Your school was randomly sclected totake partin PISA 2012 n the fll o 2012 to help provide.
an accurate represcntation of the overall US. school popultion.

Why should my school and students participate?
PISA is the largest internaional education study in the world. More than 60 counries
participte, epresenting spproximatcly 90 percent o the world cconomy. PISA result arc sed
by researchers and policy makers to chart nationsl progres againt ntermational standrd and the
educational progress of our economic pecrs and comperitors. Although participation i voluntary,
it i important that every selected school and student parcicipate o ensae the compleeness and
accuracy of results. Fach school and studens represents many others. Thus, the validicy of esuls
depends upon a high participation rate. Participatin schools can use the resuls to benchmark
ther performance against schools acrossthe world

ate?

all of our 15-year-old students be asked to par
Probably nor. In cach school,all 15-year-olds wil have an equal chance of selction, and seleted.
seudents will e pare o a natonslly representtive sample. Student selction i not based on any
student characteisic, other than being 15 yearsold. Oy n very small schools will the school
sampl include all 15-year-olds. In addion, some students with disabiliies o limited English
proficiency may be excused from the asessment.

Who conducts the PISA 2012 assessment?

The cnieascsmensprocesswill b undertaken by ained saff from Wesa,  resarch
onganination undescontac o the U . Degartmentof Eduction' Nasonal Cenerfor
Educrion Sttsics (NCES). NCES conduce this sy under suthorztion i th Educarion
Siences Reform At of 2002 20 U C. § 9543)and approvalof the U.S. Ofce of
Mansgement and Budget under OMB # 1850.0755.
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Do teachers need to help administer the assessment?
No. Westae saff wil visic the school on the day of the asessment, bringing with ther all the
mteials required, and they will handle the entire dminisration of the asscsment. PISA saff
willaso bring ll ofthe necesary compter cquipment fo the computer-based assessments,
When will the PISA 2012 assessment be conducted?

The assessment will b condiscted between September 24  Noverber 2, 2012, Westa will
work with schools to dentify an ssessment date convenient fr the school in that ime period.
Where will PISA 2012 assessment be conducted?

The assessment will b condiscted in the schools that ar seected to partcipate

How long does the PISA 2012 assessment take?
The assessment consists of ewo sesions. The firesesion is approximatcly 3 hours
forinstructions, the administration o the psper-and-pencil scesment, and 3 questionnair that
students complete sbout themselves. The second ssson i administercd on a computer only some.
of the students who took the paper-bised asscsment will participst in this spproximately 50

includes time

What will happen with the collected data?
“The PISA 2012 data will be used to valse student? knowledge and sills i all partcipating
countries. By law, the data provided by schools staff, and stadents may be used only fo suisical
purposes and may not be disclosed,or used, in identifisble form for sny other purpose except as
required by law (20 US.C., § 9573). As partof a follow-up sty to look a the relacionship
betnween performance on PISA and other outcomes, NCES may ask parcicpating students for
contactinformation. NCES may aso ask schools for public directory information on participating
students, Repors of the indings from the PISA 2012 assssments will notidentify parccipating
disrices,schools,sudents, o individuslstff. Individul responses will be combincd with those
from ather partcipants o produce summary statisics and reports.

Where can | find more information?
Visitthe PISA web sie:
hitp://nces.ed gov/surveys/pisa

For sdditionsl questons shout PISA 2012, contc the PISA Information Hotline
201888-638-2597 o email to PISAHEL Pawesta. com.

L]
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Program for International Student Assessment

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Information for Students

What is PISA?

PISA is an international assessment of 15-year-old students that assesses how well students apply
their knowledge and skills in mathemarics, reading, science, problem solving and financial literacy.
PISA presents problems that students would encounter in the real world.

Think of PISA as an Olympics of the mind.
The United States is one of 67 countries participating in PISA.

Why should I participate in PISA?
You represent other students like you all across the country. PISA informs discussions about ULS.
education and international competitiveness.

Only about 5,000 students will participate in PISA
in the United States, representing students nationwide.

Participating in PISA is a national service.
Houw often do you get to represent your country?

What subjects are assessed in PISA?

You will answer questions about mathematics, reading, and science or financial literacy in a paper-
and-pencil assessment. Some students will also be selected to take an assessment on a computer
and will answer questions about reading, mathematics, problem-solving, or a combination of
these subjects. You will also complete a questionnaire about your home and school experiences.

How long does PISA take?
Students will take a paper and pencil assessment lasting about three hours. Some students will also
take an 80 minute computer-based assessment.

How does PISA select a representative sample of students?

‘The schools that participate in PISA in the United States are randomly selected from a list of all
schools in the country that have 15-year-old students. This is to ensure that the UL.S. participants
accurately represent the whole United States and not just particular types of schools or students
In each PISA school, each 15-year-old student has an equal chance of being selected. From a

list of all 15-year-old students in the school, 50 students are randomly selected to participate.
Participants in other countries are selected just the same way to make sure each country is fairly
represented and no country has an advantage because of types of schools or students selected.

As part of a follow-up study to look at the relationship between performance on PISA and other
outcomes, NCES may contact you after the PISA assessment.

NCES is aushorized 0 condcs shis srudy under she Education Scences Reform Actof 2002
59543, By laws she dasa provided by schoos, saff. and stadents may oy b s forsaisical purposs and map
disclosed, or wsed, i identifiable form forany ober purpose exceps asrequired by lw (20 ULS. Cade, § 9573).

(]
L]
. I es NATIONAL CENTER for
. EDUCATION STATISTICS

Institute of Education Scionces

iSRA 2002), 20 USS. Code,
be

OMS. No 18500755
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‘Welcome and thank you for your efort asthe School Coordinator fo the Program for Internarional
Student Assessment (PISA) 2012 at your school. In PISA 2012, the Uited Staes willparicipate along,
with more than 60 other countriesin s suudy that produces important international benchimarks in
reading, mathematics, scence, general problem-solving, and financial litracy of 15-year-old studens.
You ssistance is critca to the success of the study:

“The frst st is to generate i of ll 15-year-old studentsin you school o submit o PISA. Detailed
instructions for hove to submit student liss o PISA as wellas more information about the sssessment
day ar included in the enclosed handbook titled PISA 2012 School Coordinator Handbook.

Shorely afee you receve the list of selcted students, your local PISA representative will contace yos

o areange 3 preasscssment viit to your school. f you have sny questions before then, plese fecl free
o call 1.888-638-2597, or cmail the PISA Help Desk ax PISAHELP @wastat com.

ACTIVITIESTO COMPLETE...

2 Createalist ofall 15-year-old studenss i the school (born becween uly 1, 1996 and June 30, 1997).
3 Submit chislst to PISA using the instructions in the PISA 2012 School Coordinator Handbook.

3 Receive the Studens Tracking Form, wehich liss the students slected for the asessment.
O Verify students’ demographic information.
3 Meet with a PISA represcntative during s preasessment visc to
= Identiy soudents with special necds who, athough seected, may not b ssked to participate
in the sssessmnt,
= Identify other soudents isted who cannor partiipate (withdrawn orincligibl for other ressons),
= Confim the date and time for the sesions.
' Secure sppropriste spac for the sessions.
Paper-based: space for up to 50 students
Computer-based: space for 20 students and laprops
= Reccive the school questionnaire,
& Meet with selected students o introduce them o PISA and morivate them to attend
Show a 20-minute PISA PowerPoins presentation.
Distribute studen invitaions.
3 Norify parentslguardians and teachers of students selected o the asessment.
3 Disribute and collec the schoal questionnire.
3 Remind the students of the upcoming assessment and urge them to sttend.
O Ensure thar the testing location isavilsble nd s up for the sssessmrt,
3 Provide the PISA representative with a dated copy of the paren/guardian notificaton lerter
3 Identify students who are sheent or whose status has changed since the preassessment vi,
3 Ensure thar particpating students attend the sssessment sessions
3 Provide the PISA represcntaive with the completed school questionnire,
3 Meet with the PISA representative sfer the sssessment briely to share your insight no hovw

the asessment went n your school.
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

What is PISA?
PISA (che Progeam for Incernational Student Asscssmen) i an nternational assesment that
measures scudent leaning in eading, mathematics, and science. The asessment occurs every three
years (2000, 2003, 2006, 2009, and 2012), and provides information about how students i the
United States compare in schievement with students in other countrics.

PISA is sponsored by the Organization for Economic Caoperation and Development (OECD)
and managed in the United States by the Nationl Center for Education Stritcs (N
of the U.S. Department of Education.

When will data collection take place?

“The asessmen will tske place during the fal of 2012. A PISA stff member will work with your
school to cstablih s convenient date for the assessment.

Who will be asked to take part in the assessment?
PISA seafwillslect 2 randomn sample of up t0 50 15-year-old students (those born berween.
July 1,196 and June 30, 1997) in your school.

Who conducts the assessment?

Trained PISA representatves will adminiscer the asessment and provide ll required materias,
including lsptop computers for the computer-based asessment.

Will the school, staff members, and students receive
compensation for their time and effort?

For paricipating in PISA 2012, yous school will receive $200. You willalso receive $200 for helping
o coordinate actviies i your school. Also if such psyments sse approved by the school, cach
student who participate i the paper-based asessment will recive $25. Those students who also
pardicipate n the computer-based asessment vl receiv an addional S15.

What is involved for school staff and students?
Schools willbe sked to designate a School Coordinator to work with PISA stafon schoal
arrangements 2 well as provide space o condisce the asessment sessons. The school principsl
will b asked to complete a 30-minute school questionnaire that asks about the characte
and environment of the school.

Studens will be asked o take part in an sssesment that i divided ino owo parts. The st pareis 3
paper-based asessment that will st a e over 2 hours and isfollowed by a shore break. Afterwards,
students will be asked to complete a 30-minute studens questionnaire. Students will then be
dismissed for hunch. Up to 20 of the original students vill then come back for s 1 hour 15 minute
computr-based asssment.

As partof afllow-up sy to ook st the reltionship between performance on PISA and other
outcomes, NCES may ask particpating studentsfor contact information. NCES may aso ask
schools for public dircctory information on participating studen.
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