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State PISA 2012 Assessment Letter

[Date]

[Title] [Name First] [Name Last]
[Title/Department]

[State]

[Address 1]

[Address 2]

[City], [State] [Zip code]

Dear [Title] [Name Last]:

I am writing to inform you that one or more schools in your state have been selected
to participate in the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) in the fall of
2012 and to ask for your support in encouraging the selected schools to participate.
PISA is the largest international education study in the world. More than 60 countries
participate, representing approximately 90 percent of the world economy. PISA
results are used by researchers and policy makers to chart national progress against
international standards and the educational progress of our economic peers and
competitors. Participating schools can use the results to benchmark their performance
against schools across the world.

PISA is administered every three years and provides comparative information on the
performance of 15-year-old U.S. students in mathematics, reading and science with
that of 15-year-old students in other countries. PISA 2012 will also include
assessments of problem-solving and financial literacy. For the first time in the United
States, PISA will include computer-based assessments as well as paper-based
assessments.

PISA is described in more detail in the enclosed materials. PISA is sponsored in the
United States by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the U.S.
Department of Education and is conducted by Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S.
Office of Management and Budget has approved the data collection under OMB
#1850-0755. For information on the confidentiality of the data collected, please see
the enclosed FAQ. While participation in this study is voluntary, we ask your agency to
support participation on the part of schools in your state so that the United States has
a representative sample of schools across the country.

Within the next few weeks, a representative of Westat will contact sampled school
districts and schools to discuss conducting data collection. In the meantime, if you
have questions about the study, please do not hesitate to call David Kastberg at 1-
888-638-2597 or send an email to PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also get more
information about PISA by contacting Dana Kelly at the U.S. Department of Education
at 202-219-7101 or visiting the PISA website at: http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/.

Thank you for your time and support.

Sincerely,

Jack Buckley
Commissioner


http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/
mailto:PISAHELP@westat.com

cc: [State assessment coordinator name]

NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA 2002),
20 U.S. Code, § 9543. By law, the data provided by your schools, staff, and students may only be used for
statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except
as required by law (20 U.S. Code, § 9573).



School District PISA 2012 Assessment Letter

[Date]

[Title] [Name First] [Name Last], [Title/Department]
[School District]

[Address 1]

[City], [State] [Zip code]

Dear [Title] [Name Last]:

I am writing to inform you that one or more schools in your district have been
selected to participate in the Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) in
the fall of 2012 and to ask for your support in encouraging the selected schools to
participate. PISA is the largest international education study in the world. More than
60 countries participate, representing approximately 90 percent of the world
economy. PISA results are used by researchers and policy makers to chart national
progress against international standards and the educational progress of our
economic peers and competitors. Participating schools can use the results to
benchmark their performance against schools across the world.

PISA is administered every three years and provides comparative information on the
performance of 15-year-old U.S. students in mathematics, reading and science with
15-year-old students in other countries. PISA 2012 will also include assessments of
problem-solving and financial literacy. For the first time in the United States, PISA will
include computer-based assessments as well as paper-based assessments.
Participating schools will receive $200 and each school’s PISA school coordinator
(school staff person designated to liaise with PISA staff) will receive $200 as
compensation for the coordinator’s time and effort. Each student who is assessed will
receive $25 and students selected to take both the paper-based and computer-based
assessments will receive an additional $15.

PISA is described in more detail in the enclosed materials. PISA is sponsored in the
United States by the National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) in the U.S.
Department of Education and is conducted by Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S.
Office of Management and Budget has approved the data collection under OMB
#1850-0755. For information on the confidentiality of the data collected, please see
the enclosed FAQ. While participation in this study is voluntary, we ask your agency to
support participation on the part of schools in your district so that the United States
has a representative sample of schools across the country.

Within the next few days, a representative of Westat will contact the following school
or schools in your district that have been selected to participate in the study: [LIST
SAMPLED SCHOOLS HERE...].

If you have any questions, please do not hesitate to call David Kastberg at 1-888-638-
2597 or send an email to PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also get more information
about this study by contacting Dana Kelly at the U.S. Department of Education at 202-
219-7101 or visiting the PISA website at: http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/.

Thank you for your time and support.

Sincerely,


http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/
mailto:PISAHELP@westat.com

Jack Buckley

Commissioner

NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA 2002),
20 U.S. Code, § 9543. By law, the data provided by your schools, staff, and students may only be used for
statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except
as required by law (20 U.S. Code, § 9573).

School PISA 2012 Assessment Letter

[Date]

[Title] [Name First] [Name Last], [Title/Department]
[School District]

[Address 1]

[City], [State] [Zip code]

Dear [Title] [Name Last]:

| am pleased to inform you that your school has the opportunity to be a part of the
upcoming Program for International Student Assessment (PISA) 2012. PISA is the
largest international education study in the world. More than 60 countries participate,
representing approximately 90 percent of the world economy. Each country is
represented by a small sample of schools and students to represent the range of
education contexts and students in the country. Your school is one of 240 across the
United States that has been randomly selected to take part in PISA 2012 in the fall of
2012.

PISA 2012 will measure 15-year-old students’ performance in mathematics, reading,
science, problem-solving and financial literacy, and compare that with students of
other countries. PISA results are used by researchers and policy makers to chart
national progress against international standards. Participating schools can use the
results to benchmark their performance against schools across the world.

Your school will receive a report with information about how your students performed
on PISA compared with schools across the United States and the other PISA countries
(provided your school meets response rate and sample size requirements). Your
school will also receive $200 and your school’s PISA school coordinator (staff person
you designate to liaise with PISA staff) will receive $200 as compensation for the
coordinator’'s time and effort. Each student who is assessed will receive $25 and
students selected to take both the paper-and-pencil and computer-based
assessments will receive an additional $15. NCES may follow up with participating
students as part of a study to look at the relationship between performance on PISA
and other outcomes.

Materials enclosed with this letter further describe the PISA 2012 assessment process
for schools. PISA is sponsored in the United States by the U.S. Department of
Education’s National Center for Education Statistics (NCES) and is conducted by
Westat in Rockville, Maryland. The U.S. Office of Management and Budget has
approved the data collection under OMB #1850-0755. We will only disclose the names
of schools to the governing district for each school, and we require that each district
maintain the confidentiality of the sampled schools in the PISA 2012 study. For more
information on the confidentiality of the data collected, please see the enclosed FAQ. |



hope you will participate in this voluntary study because it is important that the
United States has a nationally representative sample of schools.

Within the next few days, a representative of Westat will call you to answer any
questions you have and discuss your participation in PISA. In the meantime do not
hesitate to call David Kastberg at 1-888-638-2597, or send an email to
PISAHELP@westat.com. You may also contact Dana Kelly at the U.S. Department of
Education at 202-219-7101 or visit the PISA website at:
http://nces.ed.gov/surveys/pisa/.

Your participation in the PISA 2012 study is vital; | hope you and your school will take
advantage of this opportunity. Thank you for your time and for supporting this
important international study.

Sincerely,

Jack Buckley
Commissioner

NCES is authorized to conduct this study under the Education Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (ESRA 2002),
20 U.S. Code, § 9543. By law, the data provided by your schools, staff, and students may only be used for
statistical purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except
as required by law (20 U.S. Code, § 9573).

PISA 2012 Study Brochure - Qutside
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PISA 2012 Study Brochure Inside
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School Leader FAQ - Front Page

Program for International Student Assessment

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Information for School Leaders
PISA 2012

“PISA' benefit is that it focuses more on the application of information than
the memorization of information. Internationally, education focuses on deeper
learning. Similarly, PISA reflects that international method and focuses on

deeper learning rather than wider.”

High School Principal, PISA 2009 Participant

PISA is an international assessment of 15-year-olds that measures how well students apply their
lmn:m-icdgr and skills to solve pmblcms related to rcadirl.g, mathematics, science, and pmbltm-
solving in real-life contexts. In PISA 2012, some students will also be assessed in financial
litcraqf', that is, the knowl:dgc and skills that enable individuals to make informed choices
about personal finances.

Why was my school selected for participation?
Your school was randomly selected to take part in PISA 2012 in the fall of 2012 to help provide
an accurate representation of the overall ULS. school population.

Why should my school and students participate?

PISA is the larpest international education study in the world. More than 60 countries
participate, representing applmcimarr]}-' 90 percent of the world CODMOMY. PISA results are used
by researchers and policy makers to chart national progress apainst intemational standards and the
educational progress of our economic peers and competitors. Although participation is voluntary,
it is imporcant that every selected school and student parricipate to ensure the completeness and
accuracy of results. Each school and smdent represents many others. Thus, the validity of resules
depends upon a high participation rate. Participating schools can use the results to benchmark

their performance against schoals across the world.

Will all of our 15-year-old students be asked to participate?
Probably not. In each school, all 15-year-olds will have an oqual chance of sclection, and selected
students will be part of a nationally representative sample. Student selection is not based on any
student characteristic, other than ]:lcing 15 years old. 'Dnl}' in very small schools will the school
sample incdude all 15-year-olds. In addition, some smudents with disabilities or limited English

PIDECECH‘.‘}' may I:H: I:XCI.LSOd fl'DlT.l thc ASSCESMENT.

Who conducts the PISA 2012 assessment?

The entire assessment process will be undertaken by trained staff from Westar, a research
organization under contract to the ULS. Department of Education’s Mational Center for
Education Statistics (NCES). NCES conducts this study under authorization in the Education
Sciences Reform Act of 2002 (20 U.5.C., § 9543) and approval of the U.S. Office of
Management and Budget under OMB # 1850-0735.




School Leader FAQ - Back Page

Do teachers need to help administer the assessment?

Mo, Westar staff will visit the school on the day of the assessment, bringing with them all the
materials required, and they will handle the entire administration of the assessment. PISA staff

will also bring all of the necessary computer equipment for the computer-based assessments.

When will the PISA 2012 assessment be conducted?

The assessment will be conducted between September 24 — November 2, 2012, Westar will
work with schoals to identify an assessment date convenient for the school in that time period.

Where will PISA 2012 assessment be conducted?

The assessment will be conducted in the schools that are selected to participate.

How long does the PISA 2012 assessment take?

The assessment consists of two sessions. The hrst session is approximately 3 hours; it includes time
for instructions, the administration of the paper-and-pencil assessment, and a questionnaire that
students complete about themselves. The second session is administered on a computer; only some
of the students who took the papcr-basnd assessment will participate in this approxim ar\:l}' B0

minute session.

What will happen with the collected data?

The PISA 2012 dara will be used to evaluate smdents’ knowledge 2nd skills in all participating
countrics. By law, the data provided by schools, staff, and students may be used only for staristical
purposes and may not be disclosed, or used, in identifiable form for any other purpose except as
required by law (20 US.C., § 9573). As part of a follow-up study to look at the relationship
between performance on PISA and other outcomes, NCES may ask participating students for
contact information. NCES may also ask schools for public directory information on participating
students. Reports of the indings from the PISA 2012 assessments will not identify participating
districts, schools, sudents. or individual saff. Individual responses will be combined with those

from other participants to pmducc summary statistics and reports.

Where can | find more information?
Yisit the PISA web site:
httpz//nces.ad.gov/surveys/pisa

For additional questions about PISA 2012, contact the PISA Information Hotline
at 1-888-638-2597 or email to PISAHELP@westat.com.

&
]
» I e s NATIOMAL CENTER ror
. EDUCATION STATISTICS

Institute of Educotion Sciences

DLMBE. Mo, 1850075
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Student FA

Program for International Student Assessment

FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS

Information for Students

What is PISA?

PISA is an international assessment of 15-year-old students thar assesses how well students apply
their knowledge and skills in mathemarics, reading, science, problem solving and financial literacy.
PISA presents problems that students would encounter in the real world.

Think of PISA as an Olympics of the mind.
The United States is one of 67 countries participating in PISA.

Why should | participate in PISA?
You represent other students like you all across the country. PISA informs discussions about U.5.
educarion and international competitiveness.

Only about 5,000 students will participate in PISA
in the United States, representing students nationwide.

Participating in PISA is a national service.
Houw often do you get to represent your country?

What subjects are assessed in PISA?

You will answer questions about mathemarics, reading, and science or financial literacy in a paper-
and-pencil assessment. Some students will also be selected to take an assessment on a computer
and will answer questions about reading, mathematics, problem-solving, or a combination of
these subjects. You will also complete a questionnaire about your home and school experiences.

How long does PISA take?

Students will take a paper and pencil assessment lasting about three hours. Some students will also
take an 80 minute computer-based assessment.

How does PISA select a representative sample of students?

The schools thar participate in PISA in the United States are randomly selected from a list of all
schools in the country that have 15-year-old students. This is to ensure thar the U.S. participants
accurately represent the whole United States and not just particular types of schools or students.
In each PISA school, each 15-year-old student has an equal chance of being selected. From a

list of all 15-year-old students in the school, 50 students are randomly selected to participate.
Participants in other countries are selected just the same way to make sure each country is fairly
represented and no country has an advantage because of types of schools or students selected.

As part of a follow-up study to look ar the relationship between performance on PISA and other
outcomes, NCES may contact you after the PISA assessment.

NCES is authorized to conduce this ssudy under the Educarion Sciences Reform Ace of 2002 (ESRA 2002), 20 ULS. Code,

§ 9543, By laws the dam provided by schools, seaff, and seudenss may ondy be used for ssariseical purposes and may nor be
disclosed, or wsed, in identifiable form for any ocher purpose excepe as required by law (20 ULS. Code, § 9573).

- 4= I es NATIONAL CENTER ror
o e EDUCATION STATISTICS

Institute of Education Sciences

O.MB. No. 1850-0755
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PISA 2012 Timeline of Activities - Outside
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PISA 2012 Timeline of Activities - Inside
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INSTRUCTIONS

FORTHE SCHOOL COORDINATOR

Welcome and thank you for your effores as the School Coordinator for the Program for International
Student Assessment (PISA) 2012 at your school. In PISA 2012, the United States will participate along
with more than 60 other countries in a stur."l].r that pmducts important international benchmarks in
reading, mathematics, science, general problem-solving, and financial literacy of 15-year-old students.
Your assistance is critical to the success of the smdy.

The first step is to generate a list of all 15-].’::3:—0'& students in your school to submit to PISA. Detailed
instructions for how to submit student lists to PISA as well 25 more information about the assessment
day are included in the enclosed handbook tited PISA 2012 School Coordinator Handbook.

Shartly after you receive the list of selected students, your local PISA representative will contact you
to arrange a preassessment visit to your school. If you have any questions before then, please feel free
to call 1-888-638-2597, or cmail the PISA Help Desk ar PISAHELP @westat.com.

ACTIVITIESTO COMPLETE...

NOW
3 Create a list of all 15-year-old students in the school (born between July 1, 1996 and June 30, 1997).
3 Submit this list to PISA using the instructions in the PISA 2012 School Coordinator Handbook.

BEEFORETHE ASSESSMENT
O Receive the Student Tmcl.'jrl.g Form, which lists the students selected for the assessment.
3 Verify students’ demographic informarion.
O Meet with a PISA representative during a preassessment visit to:
] ]dl:ntify students with spccial needs who, a]ﬂmu.gh selected, may not be asked to participate
in the assessment.
] ]d:ntify other students listed who cannot participate (withdrawn or in:]igib]e for other reasons).
B  Confirm the date and time for the sessions.
B Seccure appropriate space for the sessions.
® Paper-based: space for up to 30 students
# Computer-based: space for 20 students and laptops
B Receive the school questionnaire.
®  Meet with selected students o introduce them to PISA and motivate them to artend.
¢ Show a 20-minute PISA PowerPoint presentation.
# Distribute smudent invitations.
Motify parents/puardians and teachers of students selected for the assessment.
Diistribute and collect the school questionnaire.
Remind the students of the upcoming assessment and urge them to attend.

N ASSESSMENT DAY
Ensure that the testing location is available and set up for the assessment.
Provide the PISA representative with a dated copy of the parent/gnardian notification letter.
Identify students who are absent or whose status has changed since the preassessment visit.
Ensure that particpating students attend the assessment sessions.

Provide the PISA representative with the cump]ct:u:] school questionnaire.

Uoduduooudo ood

Meet with the PISA representative after the assessment bri:ﬂy to share your insig]'u: into how
the assessment went in your school.

PISA 2012 Instructions for the School Coordinator Information - Back Page
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FREQUENTLY ASKED QUESTIONS...

What is PISA?

PISA (the Program for International Student Assessment) is an international assessment that
measures student learning in reading, mathematics, and science. The assessment occurs every three
years (2000, 2003, 2006, 2009, and 2012}, and provides information about how students in the
United States compare in achievement with students in other countries,

PISA is sponsored by the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD)

and ma.na.gcd in the United States b}' the National Center for Education Staristics (NCES), part
of the UL.5. Department of Education.

When will data collection take place?

The assessment will take place during the fall of 2012. A PISA staff member will work with your
school to establish a convenient date for the assessment.

Who will be asked to take part in the assessment?

PISA seaff will select a random sample of up to 50 15-year-old students (those born berween
July 1, 1996 and June 30, 1997) in your school.

Who conducts the assessment?

Trained PISA representatives will administer the assessment and provide all required materials,
including laptop computers for the computer-based assessment.

Will the school, staff members, and students receive
compensation for their time and effort?

For participating in PISA 2012, your school will receive $200. You will also receive 3200 for helping
to coordinate activities in your school. Also, if such payments are appru:ﬂ.'cd b}' the school, each
student who participates in the paper-based assessment will receive $23. Those students who also

participate in the computcr-b:lscd assessment will receive an additional $15.

What is involved for school staff and students?
Schools will be asked to designate a School Coordinator to work with PISA staff on schoal

arrangements as well as provide space to conduct the assessment sessions. The schoal principal
will be asked to complete 2 30-minute school questionnaire that asks about the characteristics
and environment of the school.

Students will be asked to take part in an assessment that is divided into two parts. The farse part is a
paper-based assessment that will last a little over 2 hours and is followed by a short break. Afterwards,
students will be asked to cc-mplctc a 30-minute student questionnaire. Students will then be
dismissed for lunch. Up to 20 of the original students will then come back for a 1 hour 15 minute

CDmPLl[CT—]de ASSCISIMEnt.

As part of a follow-up study to look ar the relationship between performance on PISA and other
outcomes, WCES may ask participating students for contact information. NCES may also ask

schools for puh]ic dilm:mry information on participating students,

®
L
. I e s MATIOMAL CENTER ror
L] EDUCATION STATISTICS

Institute of Educatien Sciencas

OMB. Nou 18500755
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